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THE 


' PREFACE. 


F there be an Infallible Judge of Controverſies in the 
Church, it is fit that ſo great an Authority ſhould 
bear down all before it, and be infltead of a thouſand 

& Anſwers to all Objefions : But "tis as true on the 

q.. other fide, that if the Judge has erred, he cannot be 

Infallible ; and if any man tells me, "tis a bold thing to 

| fay of an Tnfallible Judge, that he has erred ; I can be even 

with him, by anſwering, that "tis as bold for a Judge that 

has erred, to ſay, he is Infallible : So that the Point muſt 

— be pleaded at the bar of every mans private Judgment, be- 

fore it can be gain'd; and if a Fudge were here that could 

. mot err, he would confeſs, I think, that it could not be put 

to a fairer Iſſue than this ; Whether I have, or have not, 

more reaſon to believe, that the Fudg has errd; than I 

. have to believe, that 'tis impoſſible he ſhould ? 

The Claim to Infallibility is ſet up no where , that I 
know of, But in the Church of Rome ; and I have had 

- this reaſon to wiſh it might be made good, becauſe it would 

have ſaved me the labonr of enquiring any further ; where- 
as, if it be void, all the particular Controverſies we have 
with her, muſt be examined by themſelves. 


B I muſt 
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I muſt conſeſs likewiſe, that having received my Baptiſm 
and Education in the Church of England, and upon mature 
deliberation, having made that my own A now, which was 
heretofore the at of my Parents ; I could not but wiſh al- 
ſo, that upon trial ſhe might be found faithful; but I hope 
that no conſiderations of this ſort, have byaſſed me one way 
or other, to partiality ; T am ſure if any has , "tis more 
than I am ſenſible of ; and if indifference on which fide 
the truth lies, be any advantage towards the diſcerning it, 
I have ſo much the more reaſon to be aſſured, that I have 
not been miftaken in the main, becauſe I have ſincerely des 
fired, and accordiug to my capacity, endeavoured nt to be 
miſtaken at all. 

That there is a neceſſity of a Livinz, Tnfallible, Viſible 
Guide in order to Chriſtian Faith, I could never be perſwa- 
ded to, fince I knew my ſelf a Believer of the Holy Scrip- 
tures, and of Univerſal Tradition, without believing any 
ſuch Guide ; and as for thoſe DofArines of the . Church of 
Rome, which the Church of England rejefts ; 7 cannot 
But think that if they are to be made out, either by Scrip- 
tare, or Tradition, 1 may be as well convinced of it, by 
a reaſonable man, who is yet not Inſallible, as Iam alrea- 
dy convinced, that thoſe Articles of Faith, in which both 
Churches agce,are contained in the Scriptures ;and that the 
SCrIptures ſtand upon the evidence of Vuiverſal Tradition. 
So that if I do already believe thus much upon rational 
grounds, as I am ſure I do, and may be led to the belief of 
all the reſt (if I do nt yet believe enough ) upon the 
ſame grounds, as ſurely Tmay, if they ſtand upon the ſame 
grounds ; I cant feel the neceſſity of an Infallible, Viſible, 
Living Guide, to make me a Believer. 

But if God has indeed givc4 (uch a Guide to his Church, I 
am ready with all than*ſuineſs to ſubmit my ſelf to him, 
notwithſtanding my perſwaſ1on that there is no neceſſity of 
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ſuch a one in order to Faith ; For if I am not to preſume, 
that God who. always does that which is beſt, has therefore 
done whatſoever ſeems to me to be ſo ; much leſs can 1 
conclude, that he bas not done that for his Creatures, 
which I ſee no neceſſity that he ſhould have done for the at- 
taining of their end; eſpecially fince "tis evident, that in 
his abundant Goodneſs, he has given us- plentiful means of 
happineſs, both for this, and a better life, over and above 
what is abſolutely neceſſary to either. 

My buſineſs therefore was to ſee, Whether Ged hath left 
ſuch a guide in this Church, as we are told of. To which 
end it was neceſſary in the firſt place to conſider theſe words 
of our Bleſſed Saviour to his Apoſtles, Go teach all Natt- 
ons, &c. And, Lo I am with you always even to the end 
of the Word. And, the ſpirit thall lead you intoall truth : 
and thoſe other Texts of Scripture, which are ſaid to con- 
tain the Promiſe, or at leaſt the ſuppoſition of ſuch a Guide. 
Now theſe places have teen ſo ifted en both ſides, that if 
the power of Interest and Paſſicn were not too well kngwn, 
one would wonder that both parties have not long fince 
concurred in that Truth , which would have yielded equal 
Triumph to the Viftors and the Vanquiſhed. 

It is needleſs here to infiSÞ upon a thing ſo well known, 
as the ſenſe of our Divines concerning theſe places ; I lhall 
only ſay, that whereas none of theſe Texts ſeem to htv2 
any great difficulty in them, they muſt le in my Fudgment 
the moſt abſtruſe difficult places in all the Bible, if that be 
the true ſenſe of them, which is maintained by the other ſide. 

So that fince the proof of ſuch a Guide being promiſed, 
is ſo objcure, if it be a proof at all, it is but reaſonable t 
expect that it Pw wld te fap; lied a; terwards, by jome cons 
aerable evidence, that in Fatt there hath be en ſuch a Guide 
in the Church, and ſtill is ; and come Juentl! y that the event 
ſhould be a aotable help to the inte rpretatrion of thoſe fl Icg3 
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of Scripture, which, as *tis ſaid, do either promiſe or ſup- 
poſe ſuch a Guide. 

But when I confider that ſnch a Guide is pretended to 
0 where, but in the Roman Communion ; how loth ſoever 
I am to remember the particular Controverfies we have with 
that Church, till this be decided, yet do what T can, it 
comes into my mind, that it is incomparably more evident 
to me, that ſhe has eſtabliſhed ſome Dottrines and Prattices 
contrary to the Scripture, than. that the Scripture has pro- 
miſed any ſuch Guide at all, and ſtill much more, than that 
this Guide ſhould be found in the Roman Church. 

And that which yet more perplexes the Cauſe is, that 
the Romaniſts do not agree where this Tnfallibility is 
lodged ; there are ſeveral pretenders to it, whoſe Titles 
are defended by their ſeveral Champions, with a zeal anſwe- 
rable to the greatneſs of the Cauſe. It ſeemed ſtrange to 
me, that a pretence to infallibility among(t them, ſhould be 
better ſecured by not agreeing, than by an open and - unani- 
mous declaration where to fix it, and no where elſe : This 1 
thought did not look like that aſſurance which fears-no oppo- 
fition, but rather like the Caution of ſome wary Prince in 
the day of Battel, who ( knowing that the ſucceſs of his 
Cauſe and Party depends upon the ſafety of his Perſon ), 
apparels ſeveral of his Followers every way like himſelf , 
both to amuſe the enemy , and that ſo long as any of them 
are ſafe, his Party may not ſeem to want an Head : Now- 
this Policy, ( if it is any ſort of ſecurity againſt their Ad- 
wverſaries*) certainly renders them very much unable in 
many caſes, to ſuccour their Friends, whim it leaves in 
as great perplexities, as they pretend we are, fince they 
will be at a loſs to which of the Pretenders to addreſs 
themſelves for reſolution of their doubts. 

Of all the Pretenders, the moſt likely ſeemed to be the 


Authority of General Councils ; and therefore being re- 
ſolued 


> A—_ 


The PREFACE. 


fokved uot to truſt private Writers of either fide, I ander- 
took to ſearch the Councils themſelves , believing that [ 
ſhould find not only what they, but what Popes have done 
too in the Eſtabliſhing of Dofrine. The pretence of the 
Tefallibility of Oral Tradition, is ſo new and weak , that 
there is nothing to make it confiderable, but the honour that 
has been done it, by an exquifite Eonfutation. 

In a convenient Library, 1 have by me Binius his Edi- 
tion of the Councils , printed at Cologue, A.D. 1606. / 
thought 1 could not chuſe one of more unqueſtionable Au- 
thority among /t the Remaniſts; for beſides, that he Dedi- 
cates his Bock to Pope Paul the 5th, and to Cardinal Baro- 
nius, at whoſe deſire, as he ſaies, he made thoſe Collettions ; 
and that he has the Approbation of Xilander Profeſſor 
of Divinity at Cologne; he diſcovers in his Notes upon 
the Councils, ſo great a Zeal for the Roman Church, and 
eſpecially for the Papal Power, that I believed none could 
ſuſpet he would falſify Records to the prejudice of that 
Cauſe, which he ſo zealouſly defends, 

Now if the Decrees in Matters of Faith, of any Pre- 
tender to Infallibility , eſtabliſhed at one time , were in- 
conſiſtent with Decrees in Matters of Faith which were 
made at another time ;* 1 may ſpare any farther Labour of 
inquiring, what Proofs any other Perſons have produced to 
maintain that Title, becauſe it has by its own Atts diſprou'd 
and deprivd it ſelf. And 1 am ſure, that if General 
Councils have contradifted one another, I have more reaſon 
to believe that they have erred, than any Man can ſhew me 
that they caunot err. For no man can have more Reaſon to 
believe any thing, than he has for this, that Contradifions 
cannot be true. ; 

Our Church has a reverend eſteem for the four firſt Ge- 
neral Council; we embrace their Confeſſions of Faith , and 
whatſoever they defined to be Fereſy, we judge to be ſo. If 
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it be demanded why. we approve of them, and not of all 


the reſt; we anſwer, Becauſe their Determinations in Mat- 
ters of. Faith are manifeſtly warranted by the Holy Scrip- 
tures. If this anſwer ſatisfie not, let us inquire whether 
the Romanilts themſelves do univerſally adhere to the De- 
crees in Matter of Faith, of all General Councils. If it 
appears that they do, T ſhall then think my ſelf obliged to 
give a farther auſwer. But if they do not, then any Rea- 
ſon which they can allege, may upon as good, nay better 
grounds ſuffice for us. 
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ry HAT General Councils have not that 
' Authority, as to oblige us without more 
ado to believe all that they define, is what 
we of this Church may modeſtly enovg! 
deny ; when 'tis evident that Be/arm/- , 
Baronius and Binius, with the reſt of the Roman-Cour! 
Flatterers, do in reality give leſs deterence to Genera) 
Councils, than we of the Church of Fxz/ard do. For 
tho we do not think they are Infallible, yet as we Le- 
lieve that ſome of them have not erreil ; 1o where Force 
and Fraud are not uſed, we think thc Concluſions of fo 
venerable an Aſſembly, even tho!e tlit agree not 
with our preſent Sentiments, ougiit to be well confi- 
dered, and not rejected without maniteit Reaſon for fo 
doing. 

But altho theſe Courtiers [ind 1t very convenient to 
boaft that their Faith is eſtabliſhed upon General Coun- 
cils ; yet 'tis plain that they only affe& the glorious 
Name of fuchan Authority, and that in goodearneſt they 


value not the 7hing, 
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Belarmin has two Books, the one of Councils and the 
Church, the other of the Authority of Councils ; in both 
which he ſpeaks of them verymagnificently nowand then, 
But after all his Flouriſhes, therr Authority 1s in truth 
nothing, but that of the Pope is all in all with him. 
One would have thought that in that Chapter, the ve- 
ry Title whereof is, "That the Biſhops in Council! are not 
Conncellors , but Judges; he ſhould have indultrioufly 
diſlembled his partiality for the Pope ; and yet, even 
there, he gives him the power to follow the leſſer part of 
the Conncil in forming the Decree ; and that forſooth, be» 
cauſe he is not only Prefident of the Council, but S#- 
preme Prince of the Church alſo. Which is tuch ſtuff from 
a man that would make the Biſhops in Councils, Judges, 
that I cannot but be aſhamed and grieved to find either 
ſo much Folly, or ſo much Inſincerity amongſt the 
Learned Men of this way, in laying down the very 
foundation of their Faith. 

Why ſhould theſe Men pretend to afſign the Conditi- 
ons that are requiſite to a General Council, as if ſome 
very great matter depended upon it, when in effe&t 
they tell us alſo, That 'tis ſo inſignificant a thing in point 
of Authority , when 'tis once aſſembled. As for that 
fourth Condition required by Be/armin, How reaſonable 
ſoever it is in it ſelf, 'tis yet in him very unaccountable, 
viz, that ſome Biſhops at leaſt come together from the 
greater part of the Chriſtian Provinces : For inſtance, if 
the Council be in the Faſt, it ſhould be thought ſufficient 
that many Biſhops meet together out of all the Provinces 
of the Faſt; but out of all the Weſt, that ſome be ſent to 
fupply the place of others. With this I could be well e- 
nough content ; for as the Exigence of Afﬀairs never did, 
ſo I doubt it never will permit all the Biſhops of the 
World to come together. And therefore, upon the In- 
diction 
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diction of a General Council, that muſt go for one, 
which is as General as can well be, which is Free at leaſt, 
and from which no Biſhop is excluded, and in which a 
competent number of Biſhops from all 'parts is Aſſem- 
bled. But I would gladly know why, even thus many 
Biſhops ſhould be put to the trouble, if the Pope has that 


power which is given him by fo great a part of the Ro- 


wan Qhurch, as their Courtiers and their Followers 
make? If in forming the Decree, he has Authority to 
follow the lefler part, if he pleaſes fo to do? If he can 
thus not only avoid all they do, when they have given 
their ſuffrages, but determine diretly againſt the major 
part? If this be ſo, what need can there be of General 
Councils at all, to determine Controverſies of Faith 2 


Eſpecially , ſince we are told alſo, that particular Coun- DeConc.Autt. 
cils being confirmed by the Pope, cannot err > What Ay- ib. 2. c. 5. 


thority then has a General above a particular Council » 
For a General Council may err without the Pope, and a 
particular Council cannot err with him. The Pope, if 
this be true, has no more to do, but to get the Biſhops 
of his own Diocels together upon any occaſion, and 
then to declare to all the World, what the true Faith is 
in the Queſtion controverted ; for this will be done by 
an Infallible Authority, and a General Council can have 
no more. Nay ,- if the Pope has the fame Liberty to 
follow the leſſer part of a Dioceſan Synod, that he has 
in General Synods, I ſhould think his own Biſhops might 
even have tarried at home too, and the Pope have done 
the Buſineſs of Councils by himſelf, without either Ge- 
neral or Particular Councils. For, if 'what theſe Men 
ſay be true, he could do it as ſub/tantially: And the 
only Reaſon I can think of, why Biſhops muſt be par to 
the Charge and Trouble of meeting together, is, That 


he could not do it as plaufibly to the Eye of the World, 
C without 
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withour a Council, as with it. Theſe men may talk as 
long as they will of the Infallibility of General Councils, 
but they that will uſe their eyes, cannot but ſee, that 
according to their Principles, Councils are called toge- 
ther for Show and Pageaztry ; but when all is done, the 
Fulneſs of Power and Authority is in the Biſhop of 
Rome. 

We hear very great Boaſts of the Unity of the Roman 
Communion, cauſed by an unanimous Submiſſion to the 
Authority of General Councils;But any man may ſee that 
this is but a ſham pretence, who for inſtance, meets with 
one Chapter in Bellarmin, concerning General Councils 
that are rejeded, and another of General Councils partly 
approved, and partly diſapproved ; and at laſt, the Reaſon 
of approving or diſapproving, to be the Popes confirming 
or not confirming. For ſurely, with theſe men, General 
Councils cannot be the Infallible means of ending or pre- 
venting Controverſies; ſince, when they have done their 
Work, there muſt be another Rule uſed to know whether 
they are to be received or rejefted; and if received, whe- 
ther in who/e, or in part only. | 

[t were ſomething indeed, if they were agreed among 
themſelves, in the Roman Communion, by what Rule to 
receive or rejet Councils. But upon this Queſtion, 
there is, and long has been as notorious a diſference as any 
is amonglit Chriſtians; and as I ſhall ſhew, before I have 
done , Popes and Councils have been directly contrary to 
one another about it. At preſent, it will be caough to 
obſerve, that with the Court-party of Rome , the true 
marks of a General Council,which 1s to ſignifie any thing, 
are theſe ; That the Pope muſt call it, That the Pope 
muſt prefide in it Perſonally, or by his Legates; And that 
the Pope muſt confirm it ; that is to ſay, That the Pope 
muſt govern in it,from one end to the another, By which 
Rule 
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Rule 'tis wiſely provided , That General Councils ſhall 
never be able to. do any thing for the good of the Ca- 
tholick Church, if it does not agree with the intereſt of 
the Papacy ; becauſe the Pope can own them or diſown 
them as he pleaſes; juſt as the Grand Siznior ſeryes 
himſelf of the Algerines, who are his Allies, or 
his Subjects, when 'tis for his turn to . them ſo ; but 
are left to themſelves, when that will do better. 

But then there has always been a party in that Com- 
munion, as contrary to the former in this fundamental 
point, as Light is to Darkneſs; inaſmuch, as they make 
the Council to be above the Pope; . Such as theſe were 
Gerſon, Almain, Panormitan, &c. and generally the Gal 
lican Clergy ; Theſe men conſidered, that anciently Chri- 
ſtian Emperors ſummoned General Councils, and when 
they met, that they did their buſineſs without the Biſhop 
of Rome, if he were refractory ; and condemned him no 
leſs than others, if he were found in Error. That as for 
the neceſſity of the Popes approbation of Councils, it was 
a thing unknown to Antiquity ; witneſs the oppofition that 
the Roman See made to the 287h Canon'af the Council of 
Chalcedon ; which theFathers of that Council valued not, 
but gave the Pope that reſpect, which was due to fo great, 
a Biſhop, and went on with their Buſineſs, notwithſtand- 
ing the Expoſtulation of his Legates. And to add no 
more, that Pope Z7onorius for his Monothelitiſm was con- 
demned by the ſixth General Council, and that the Acts 
of the Council were confirmed by the Emperor ; all that 
was there done, being afterwards approved and confirms, 
ed by Pope Leo 24, even to the Condemnation of /7o- 
worius himfclt. | | 

This Side has hitherto ſubſiſted in the Rowan Commus, 
nion, by the advantage of a great,deal of. Truth, and by 
the Learning of thoſe that maintain it; but _— 
| C 2 e 
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the Numbers that follow it, and their attributing a lar- 
ger Power and Furiſdiction to the Roman Biſhop, than the 
Reformed do ; tho they are far from making him. the 
vilible Sovereign of the Church, as the Courtiers. do. 
The other ſide, tho it has wanted neither Numbers 
nor Learning to countenance it , ſeems rather to 
have prevailed by the advantage of Greatneſs and Pre- 
ferments, which are not diſpoſed of by Councils, but by 
Popes. | 

But whatever it be that fupports in one Communion, 
two parties at ſo great a diſtance from one another ; the 
Scandal of the Controverſy has obliged ſome few here 
and there, to take up in a middle kind of way, between 
them, viz. that no ſtreſs is to be laid on either fide, but 
that it is ſufficient to believe all Definitions to be infalli- 
bly true, in which Popes and Councils. have concurr'd. 
For Infallibility muſt be ſomewhere in the Church, and 
if they are ſure of it, when there is a concurence of the 
Roman Biſhops, with the majority of Suffrages in a 
General Council; 'tis all one to them, whether he or the 
Council has the greater Authority , or what ſhare, ei- 
ther of 'em has in the Infallibility of the Deciſion. 
Which way, tho it neither agrees to that Antiquity, 
which one party juſtly pretends for the Superiority of 
Councils, nor to that Novelty which the other has la- 
bour'd to eſtabliſh in favour of the Pope ; I do not yet 
find advanced in oppoſition to the other two, but rather 
ufed as an expedient in Countries where Proteſtants and 
Romaniſts are mixed together , to avoid anſwering for 
that great difference which does in effe& divide the 
Communion of the Church of Rome. 

And therefore, to this Suppoſition, I ſhall not oppoſe 
the Arguments of the two Parties, but content m FAY to 
ſhew, that no party in the Roman Church does believe all 

that 
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that has been defined by General Councils ; nor can be- 
lieve all, unleſs they can believe dire&t contradictions. 
In the purſuance of which Deſign, I ſhall produce ſuch 
Inſtances, as will not only be good againſt the beſt learn- 
ed, and moſt ingenuous Party in the Reman Church, wiz. 
the favourers of Councils ; but againſt thoſe alſo that 
require the concurrence of the Pope to make their Au- 
thority Infallible. 

Now for thoſe learned Gentlemen in the Rowan Church, 
who have moſt deſervedly ſet up the Authority of Gene- 
ral Councils above that of the Pope's, and who havede- 
monſtrated,that the Ancient Councils gain'd no more by 
the Popes concurrence, nor loſt more by wanting it, than 
by gaining or wanting the Authority of any other Patri- 
kl. it ſhould ſeem one of the eaſieſt things in the world, 
to ſhew, That either they did not believe the Infallibi- 
lity of General Councils, or elſe that they-muſt believe 
Contradictions: For if the Courtiers are in the right, 
( as ſo far they undoubtedly are )) who tell us of ſome 
General Councils that are partly received , and partly 
rejected ; and of others that are wholly diſapproved in 
the Communion of the Roman Church ; then thoſe of 
the Roman Communion who aſſert the Rights of Coun- 
cils in oppoſition to the Papal uſurpation, muſt acknow- 
ledg, that neither is the Authority of General Councils 
ſo great as to be eſteemed juſtly a Foundation of Faith, 
or a reaſon obliging us without farther Conſideration, to 
profeſs what they have defined. If General Councils. 
cannoterr, how come theſe Gentlemen to be perfſwa- 
ded, that the Council of Ariminum, conſiſting, of about 
600 Biſhops, which alſo was back'd by a Synod of Ea- 
ftern Biſhops at Seleucia, did not diſcharge the Church 
of all obligation to quit the belief and profeſſion of the 


Son's being Conſubſtantial with the Father » The _— 
oun- 


De Auth.Con. 
l. 5. Colon, 


7. 
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Council of Epheſus had a general Summons, and in re- 
fpe&t of the Number of Biſhops, it was as General as 
Councils ſometimes were,which are eſteemed ſo; and yet 
we all ſay they erred, with Dzoſcorus : And many more 
inſtances there are of this nature, which are ready to 
all learned men of all ſides. But, then how can they 
who attribute the moſt to a General Council, make it a 


Judg of Controverſie, that without more ado, obliges: 


to believe its ſentence ? A Guide that is to be followed 
with the obedience of Faith 2 For it they do fo, Why 
do they not acknowledge that the Church was bound to 
follow theſe 2 For againtt their Authority no exceptions 
can be made, (ſetting aſide ours, that they have aQtually 
erred), but ſuch as Canus makes ;*That this Council was 
ſummoned againſt the Popes will ; And that Council was 
not approved by him at all ; And a third but in part; 
which exceptions can take no place with thoſe who in 
good earnelt afſert the Independence of General Coun- 
ctls upon the Pope. 

Bur I ſhall infiſt a little more upon an Inſtance, which 
if I miſtake not, will reach the Courtiers, and the Ac- 
commodators too, that contend for Infallibility in the 
Pope, and in the major part of the Suffrages in a Gene- 
ral Council ; I mean the Syrmian Council , which was 
not long before that of Ariminum, and which compoſed 
the Creed, that was read and owned at Ariminum : Bel- 


De Conc. 46, /1rn;n places this Council amongſt the General Councils, 


and fays it was partly g_m—_ and partly diſapproved : 
As to the former, I make no queſtion but he was in the 
right ; And that the Syrmian Council could as fairly pre- 


Diſc. concern- tend to be the moſt Supreme and Univerſal Church Autho- 


ing the Ado- 
ration of the 


rity , as the Council of Trent, or any one of thoſe 


Euchariſt, p- Councils which the Oxford man relies upon, for the 
28, 


Do@rine of Tranſub/tantiation, will I doubt not, appear to 
any 
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any man that ſhall impartially conſider the Caſe : But 
though, I queſtion not, the Council ought to be in great 

art -diſapproved ; yet why Bellarmin or 'any of his 
way, ſhould _—_—— all that they diſapproved in it, 
[ cannot well underſtand. 

In ſhort, the Syrmian Council was ſummoned by the 
Emperor Conſtantias { that I know the Courticrs regard 
not ) but for what it determined at laſt, 'it had the con- 
currence of Pope Liberius, which [ hope they will 
think of anſwering for, and which is more than all 
the reſt, the general ſpread of the Arian ( or as Epi- 


phanius calls it, the Semi-Arrian )) DoEtrine by that Epiph. Her: 
Council eſtabliſted, was a woiul Teſtimony that it was 73: 


generally received: 
The ſeveral Conventions of the Syrmzan Council, Bel- 
larmin ſeems not to have minded at all : Baronixs hath 


adjuſted them inconſiderately : Petavias was the firſt Petav. nor. in 
man that took pains about it, to any purpoſe ; and Ya- EPiph. Hzr. 
le/ius hath done it at laſt, as well perhaps as 'tis poſſidle yat.notinSoc: 
to be done ; but though he has ſet right the Chronolo- |. 2. c. 30.in 
gy of what was done at Syrmium by the Biſhops that } 


met there, yet I find no proof for what he ſuppoſes, viz. 
That there were as many Councils, as he indeed ſhews 
that there were Conventions, in that City ; and the 
ſeveral meetings of the Biſhops there, though at ſo 
great a diſtance from one another as they were, might 
as well be the ſeveral Seſſions of the ſame General Coun- 
cil, interrupted by the troubles of the Empire, as three 
ſeveral Councils indicted one after another ; for though 
Councils anciently did their buſineſs all at once, yet it 
ſeems to me more probable, that there was this ſingu- 
larity in the Conventions at Syrmium , than that the 
Ancient Hiſtorians ſhould be ſo groſly 'miſtaken, as to 


repreſent all that was done at Syrmium, to be done in 
one 


—— — 
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one Council, if there were three Councils for the doing 
of them- 

But whether the Biſhops met there the ſecond and 
third time by virtue of the old, or of a new Indiction, 
is a matter of no great moment. 'Tis plain by the whole 
current of affairs in the Reign of Comftantius, that he 
and the Biſhops that favoured Aria#iſm, were vehement- 
ly bent to run down Athanaſius by the Authority of a 
General Council: In the Conſulſhip of Sergius and Nj- 
grinians, which was in the year 351, the Syrmian Coun- 
cil met and compoſed a Creed, differing in words, but 
agreeing in ſenſe to the Nicene Creed, and depoſed Pho- 
tinus th2 Biſhop of Syrmium , who had revived the Sa- 
m»ſatenian blaſphemy. This was very plauſible, and at 
that time they were content to have felt their own 
{trength, by paſſing a Creed in other words, that had 
an Orthodox Senſe; but they proceeded no further, 
the Weſtern Bithops, for what cauſe I know not, ( un- 
leſs the diſturbances of the Empire hindred them ) not 
being come thither ; for 'tis plain from St. Zlary, that 


SOT. 1.2.25. thoſe Biſhops of the Weſt, mentioned by Socrates, as 


Soc. 1.2.” c.31. 
*s. L 4 66 


preſent at the Council of Syrmium, were not there at 
the depoſition of Photinus. 

But in the year 357, matters had been fo well pre- 
pared in that interval, that the Biſhops of the EaF and 
Weft aſſembled at Syrmium ; Great care had been taken 
to mzke the Aſſembly as full as might be; and that 
venerable old Biſhop Foftus was compelled to come thi- 
ther, and by rigorous and cruel uſage to ſubſcribe that 
Creed there compoſed, which makes the Father greater 
in Honor , Dignity , and Deity, than the Son. I ſhall 
hereafter inquire why thoſe of the Church of Rome that 
are for the Infallibility of General Councils, reje& the 
Creed of this Convention 2 


In 
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In- the meari time, after the-publiſhing of this Creed, Soc. l. 2.c.35; 
they ſeemed to be ſenſible of their Indiſcretion inwind- ** +4 <6: 
ing up the ſtring ſo high as they had done ; and aboye 
a year after met again, and compoſed that other Creed 
which was -read at Ariminum afterward : "This Creed, 
tho not ſo fulſom as the other, yet excluded the Conſub- 
fantiality of the Son with the Father, which was all 
that the Ariaxs deſired : The moſt remarkable thing done 
in this Convention, was the reſtitution of Pope Libe- 
rius, who.having now been two years almoſt, a. baniſh- 
ed man for the- Orthodox Faith, and being grown wea- 
ry of his Sufferings, ſubſcribed in his banithment the 
Arian Confeſlion, aſter the Eaſtern and We#72r# Biſhops 
had ſubſcribed it firſt. This appears by his. two Epi —_— 
{tles recitedby Baronius, one tothe Eaſtern Biſhops, the n. 43, ng 
other to YVincentius Biſhop of Capua ; in the former he 
conſents/ to the: Condemnation of 'Athanafixs as Jult; 
profeſſes Unity and 'Peace with: them all ; with'a . 
willing mind receives the true Catholick Faith , ex- 
pounded at Syrmium z and deſires their Holineſles, be- 
cauſe they ever ſee him agreeing with them in all things, 
that they would vouchſate to endeavour that he may: be 
freed from Exile, arid reſtored to' his See :* The other 
is almoſt to the fame purpoſe, and therefore I need not ; 
repeat it. . But to omit at ; grant the Teſtimonies of a_—_— 
Athanaſius and St. [Tierom, 10 well known in this mat- Kieron. To. L. 
ter, Ithink it may not be amiſs- to' take notice what p. 298. Baſil. 
St. Hilary has left pon record abont.it*; he recites the Mar: Fragm- 
words of Liberias, profefling his fmcere agreement to 
that Faith which had-been expounded at Syrmium, and 
in reciting them, breaks-oft thrice to_Anathematize him 
for his Arian pertidiouſneſs, conchidivg tlius,: -7. Anarhe- 
matize thee. again; and this the third time, 'O'thos Pre: 
varicator, Liberius. GE UNS JIE 1 _ > 

D Thus 


1d. ibid. 


$oz.1. 4.c. 19. 


of the Aithority of Councils. 
Thys it ſeems the iream ran en the Arias ſido; and 


as by Torments Homes was compelled when the Council 


ſat the ſecond time at Syrmwans, fo Liberius findi 
no other remedy, ſubmitted at laſt z and it. ſhoul 
ſeem by his Epiſtle to 2/r/acins, Yalens, and Germinius , 
that his being ſenſible that the World was againſt him, 
was no ſmall motive to his concurrence with the Coun- 
cil ; for his Words are theſe, But whoſoever fhall depart 
from our Peace and Concord, which by the Will of God is 
eftablifhked through the W HOLE WORLD, let bim 
know that he is ſeparated frow our Communion : Upon 
which Hilary was not able to forbear, but to the reci- 
tal of thoſe words, added thoſe of his own, Z denounce 
Anathema to thee, with the 'Arians, O thou Prevaricator. 
To conclude this buſineſs, Upon the compliance of 
Lilerius , he was reſtored to the adminiſtration of 
the Papacy, in a kind of Commiſſion with Fe- 
lix , who had been made, Pope after Liberius was 
baniſhed ; for pong © was againſt Eccleſiaſtical Law 
and Cuſtom, that there ſhould be more than one Bi- 
hop of a City, yet it ſeems the Authority of a-Gene- 
rat Council was counted ſutfciens to ſupe it. 

Having thus given the beſt account I can, from An- 
cient Writers, of the Tranſactions of this Synod, Iam 
now to Tay Tg why thoſs of the Church of Rome do 
not admit the Decrees. of it. 
And in the firſt place it ſeems to me, that they who 
pretend all General Councils to be Infallible, and that 
the concurrence of the Pope is not neceſſary to make 
them ſo, cannot ſo much as avoid being concluded by 
the ſecond Convention, where that blaſphemous Creed 
was made, which we. have already mentioned. 

For if it be oby That the Council repented'of 
their ſecond Creed, above a year after compoſed a 
third. L would: 
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I would defire to know how long u pretender fo Infal- 
libility may perſiſt in an-error, betore he difproves ahd 
deſtroys his Title ; for tho in the Debates, many nots- 
rious Errors may be offered and hotly maintained by 
many of the Members, without impeachmetit of the 
Infallibility of the whole Synod ; yet whef' once they 
come to a ſetl-d reſolution, and publiſh a Decree in 
matters of Faith, That ought always tobe eſteemed 
Sacred and Divine. 

Asfor the Romay Courtiers, they I know will avoid 
anſwering for the ſecond Creed , by pretending that 
Liberius tubſcribed it not 5 now E have == | 
make no queſtion but to demonſtrate, That if all Gene- 
ral Councils confirmed by Popes, are Sacred and Infal- 
lible, then even theſe Gentlemen are to be concluded by 
the ſecond Convention of the Syrmian Synod, and tlt 
Creed;that was made there, tho Liberivs fubſcribed it 
not ; which tho at firſt ſight it looks like a very odd un- 
dertaking, yet I only the Readers patience till 
I come to the place that is proper for the performance z 
and withall he is to remember all along, that whilſt I 
am obligirg them to believe contradiftions, 'tis what 
they ought to be aſhamed of, and not I, who indeed 
would _—_ fo HO thoſe J_ which 
cannot be under a teſs penalry of being ob- 
liged to believe Contradictions. 

But in the mean tims, as the Cafe ſtands at preſent, 
Tcannot ſee how they ſhould reaſonably avoid being de- 
termined by the Third Creed, to which Ziberius fubs 
ſcribed; and though this was not Blaſphemons like the 
ſecond, yet it was Heretical, ini that the word Seb#awce 


was rejected; concerning which very thing inthe Coun+ 141, Ady ies 


cil of Ariminum, St. Fiierom thus 
the word Sabſtarice wis aboliſhed ; thew the Os” 
D 2 
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of the Nicene; Faith was' finiſhed ; the whole world groan- 
ed, wondring that it was become Arian. No wonder 
therefore, that he fays too, Liherius overcome with the 
im Chron. miſeries of Exile, and ſubſcribing to Heretical pravity , 
entered Rome as a Conqueror. 
- T know Baroni«s earneſtly endeavours to acquit Libe- 
rius from 'being,| a Heretick, tho he contelles, that be- 
cauſe he conſented ſo ſhamefully to Conſtantius, and for 
his Communior with Hereticks, he was utterly eſtcem- 
ed baniſhed from the Communion of Catholicks, and 
for the fame; altogether unfit for Epiſcopal Function ; 
tut ſurely. Athanafrus, Hilary , and St. Hierom, knew 
what was Hereſie, full as: well as Baronius, and under- 
ſtood the Hiſtory of thoſe times fomerhing better than 
Barenius did. 
* If it be, pretended that Ziberins did only. obliquely, 
but not directly eſtabliſh Hereſie by condemning Atha- 
nafrus , and communicating with Hereticks ; the con- 
trary.'is evident from what has been already produced 
againſt :Liberius, from St. Hilary, nay even from Ba- [1 
tonins himſelf, viz. That he ſubſcribed; with -a- willin 
mind, as Liberius himſelf teſtifies, to the: Faith 'agr 
upon at«Syrminm. | 
If it be objeted; That Ltberius repented the Con- 
demnation of Athanafius, and his former errors; as ap- | 
pears by an Epiſtle from him to Athanaſius, which, ſays | 
Barbnius; was as it were,a Covenant of their Reconciliation. | 
'T anſwer, That no ſuch thing appears in that -Epiſtle; | 
which ( beſides that it is no ways manifeſt, when. it 
was written )it is of doubtful credit, as Re//arminaffirms, t 
_—_—_— and. gives very good reaſgn for his Opinion. ' If he 
ra ** had repentedthe' Condemnation of, Athanaſtas; he ſhould 
have endeavoured: his Reſtitution, which -was.nat. et- 
{eed by his. means, but by'the Emperor Jovzar. 
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*And fure he was deſperately gone into Hereſy, if we 
may believe Anaſtativs and Luitprandus, who wrote the 
one of them about 800, the other about 700 years ſince ; 
inaſmuch, as he conſented that they who Apoſtatized to 
Arianiſm (or Semiarianiſm) ſhould be rebaptized. And 
if Stephen the firſt, did well to Excommunicate the Bi- 
ſhops of Cappadocia, Cilicia, and the Eaſtern Regions ad- 
joining, becauſe they in a Synod at /cominm, decreed 
that they, who having been baptized by Hereticks, were 
converted , ſhould be rebaptized ; what ſhall we think 
of Liberius, who conſented that they, who having re- 
ceived Baptiſm in the Catholick Church, and afterwards 
Apoſtatized , ſhould be rebaptized into ſuch a Chriſt as 
the Arians declared ? Certainly, after ſuch a fall as this, 
a man cannot be believed to repent, unleſs he gives very 
notable Teſtimonies of Repentance. 

But if this pretence were true, yet I have ſhown it to be 

ery inſufficient in the former caſe, and 'tis as inſufficient 
in this. But that we may never be troubled with it more, 
either in the caſe of a Council repenting of what it ſelf has 
done, or of a Pope repenting his Concurrence with a 
Council, or of one Pope and Council repenting (if it be 
ſenſe fo to ſpeak) of what another Pope and Council has 
determined, I ſhall in a few words diſpatch it here ; I fay 
therefore,that altho Repentance is not only allowable, but 
commendable in a fallible Sinner, after he has ſwerved 


fromthe true Faith, yet it is ſo improper a Qualification 


for an infallible Judge, that it is abſolutely inconfiftent 
with any juſt pretence to Infallibility : For it muſt neceſla- 
rily ſuppoſe an Error, or the Repentance it feſt muſt neceſ- 
farily be one. Tho in matters of Order and Difcipline, 
Councils may alter their Decrees with reſpect to a change 
of Times and other Circumſtances, and rheir Infallibility 
remain; yet matters of Faith are unalterable ; : and this 


. eſpecially, 


Is 
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eſpecially, concerning the Divinity of our B. Saviour is ſo 
invioſable, that it is no preſumption to ſay, That Ab 
mighty God who cannot lye, cannot alter it. And there- 
fore, if Councils and Popes determine in this matter what 
they have cauſe to depart from afterwards, they do very 
well to.change, but they do very ill to pretend to Infalli- 
bility. 

Sg that if it will do them any Service, they may fay,for 
me, that Liberivs repented : But ſtill I muſt fay, that his 
Repentance came too late to null that Authority which 
he had given to thoſe Adts of the Syrmian Synod , which 
had his Concurrence. Nor can any reafon be given,why it 
thould null them any more, than that the preſent Popes 
Declaration ſhould have been ſufficient to do it,if Liberins 
and all his Succeſlors to the laſt Pope, had ſtood to what 
Liberius had done. And if we cannot tell whether Popes 
and Councils have done their Work as they ſhould have 
done it, and exerted their Infallibility in matters of Faitly 
till we are fare that what they have done, ſhall not 
undone again;then they may determine what they pleaſe, 
but we ſhall never know whether they have determined 
with Authority to oblige our Aſfent, till the day of 


re. 

Which ſince our Adverfaries will not fay, I doubt the 
Authority of this Council will lay hold upon them, after 
Liberius had formally concurred with it, and was there- 
upon reſtor'd to the Adminiſtration of the Papacy, and as 
St. Hierom ſays, entred Rome as a Conqueror. And there» 
fore, altho Baronzus calls this Council, a Conventicle of Sa- 
zan,as I think,it's impious Acts confider'd,it deſerves to be 
called; yet, why he ſhould call a Synod of Eaſtern and 
Weſtern Biſhops, after a Pope had approved and ſubſcribed 
totlie Creed ; why, Ifay he ſhould call it by ſo hard a 
Name, is ſomething ftrange to any one that — 
waat 
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what fireſs the Rowan-Court-party lay upon the Papal 
Authority. 

But if it be now objected, That the proceedings of that 
Council were by no means Conciliary, in which caſe a 
Council has no Authority , and all the Adts of it are void 


. without more to do:lf it be faid,That great Violence and* 


Cruelty was uſed by Conſtantins, againſt thoſe who oppo- 
ſed the Arian Faction; that Conſtartins who was not ba 
tized, ought not to have intermedled in the Aﬀeairs of the 
Church; and that the Miferies of Baniſhment, or, as Sa» 
PONINS lays his Emulation to Felix, who uſurped his Sear, 
had biaſled Libertus. 

To this I anſwer, that if our Bleſſed Saviour's words, 7 
am with you always, even to the end of the World; together 
with thoſe other promiſes which are uſually produced 
out of the Scripture in this cauſe ; If, I fay, thoſe places 
do infer an Univerfal, Viſtble, Living and Infallible Guide, 
to which God will always afford ſuch effeAnal Afﬀiſtance, 
as ſhall always preſerve it from all Errors, and lead it in- 
to all truth in matters of Faith, fo that the Gates of Hell 
ſhall not prevail againſt it, then that aſſiſtance fees more 
needful to preferve and defend it from the force and fraud 
of "_—— 7; = ore —_— cruel _ 
pow Men ( which appear properly to be the- 
Gates of Hell) than againſt the unwary and involuntary 
failings and infirmities of and well minded Mer.. 
Therefore this Geneneral ct] not having ſuch Aﬀe- 
ſtance, proves plainly, that they were not that univerſal, 
viſthle and infallible Gnide; and if they throngh Fear or 


Ambition ſwerved fo foully from the Truth ; what ſe- 
eunity can Chriſtzaxs have (if they do not examine what 
is defined) that any other Generat Council has not, or 
may not be as much mifſed by the fame, or other as un-- 
dne ReſpeRs? 


Beſides, 


7 
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Beſides, In a General Council the majority ought to 
have the deciſive power of the whole, elſe doubts and di- 
ſputes may never be determined ; theſe challenge alſo full 
Authority not only over their own Members, but all o- 
ther Perſons whatſoever, and to chuſe what Means and 
Inſtruments, and what manner they jadg moſt, convent- 
ent, to reduce and compel by Perſwaſions, Anathema's, 
Baniſhment, Depoſition, &c. and in later Ages, by Death 
it ſelf, to chaſtiſe Hereticks as they pleaſe. Something of 
this courſe was uſed at the General Council of Nace, 
wherein the Emperor Conſtantine, being yet unlaptiſed, 
baniſhed Arizs, and Euſebius, and Theognis Biſhops of Nt- 
comedia and Nicea, as Socrates, Sozomen, and Theodoret 
teſtifie. 

Photinus was condemned, and ejected from the Biſhop- 
rick of Sirmiwm, and baniſhed in the Council there. 

By virtue of the ſame Authoriry,the zd General Coun- 
cil at Conſtantinople Anathematiled Theodorus Biſhop of 
Mopfveſtia, the Writings of Theodoret Biſhop of Cyrus, and 
an Epiſtle of /bas; in which Anathema's, they allo invol- 
ved Vigilius ePopon ſuch manner as[ ſhall declare.The 
Council being aſſembled to conſider of the three former 
points, which were called the 7ria Capitwla, or three 
Chapters : The Pope and Council not well agreeing con- 
cerning the Determination of them, the Pope, tho at that 
time in the ſame City, and in the firſt and ſecond Seſſions, 
earneſtly invited by the Council to joyn with them, ar 
ſend his Legates to preſide therein, refuſed to. come. To 
him adhered feventeen Weſtern Biſhops , an Arch-Dea- 
con, and two Deacons of Rome ;and declining the Coun- 
cil, they together with him, made a kind of ſeparate 
Synod, and the Council acted without them. _ 

© .. Notwithſtanding Yigilzus; according to his promiſe to 
the Emperor Jwtinian, ſent to him = the Council, and 
publiſhed 


hs. as 


TVET Wn "I OT WO ns La os 7 , 


Of the Authority of Councils. 
publiſhed to all the Catholick World, his Decree or Con- 
ſtitution, concerning the matters in queſtion, ſigned by 
- himſelf, and thoſe twenty that joined with him. In that 
Decree he gives reaſons why he defends the three Chap- 
ters, why he dares not condemn them himſelf, and 
why he forbids others to condemn them. In the end 


I9 
Bar. Ann. an; 
$553: Num. 47+ 


of it, he ſays, We Ordain and Decree, that it is not law- Numb. 208; 


ful for any belonging to Eccleftaſtical Orders or Dignities, 
to Write, Otter , Compoſe , Teach or Move any further 
Queſtion, after this our preſent Decree, concerning the of- 
ten mentioned three Chapters ; but if any thing is, or ſhall 
be done, ſaid or written, concerning theſe three Chapters, 
again thoſe things which we have here aſſerted, or or- 

ained, in the News of any one whomſoever , appertain- 
ing to Ecclefraſtical Orders or Dignities , this we every 
way rejett by Authority of the Apoſtolick See , over which 
by the Grace of God we preſide. 


Notwithſtanding this ſolemn Decree, which was pub- Bar. An: 353, 


liſhed, during their fifth Seſſion , the Council havin 
read and examined the matters in queſtion , and als 
the ſeveral As of the Council of Chakedon, concern- 
ing the Epiſtle of has, did as ſolemnly Anathematiſe 
the faid three Chapters, and all thoſe that defended them 
and all thoſe who would not accurſe them, and declared 
all fuch to be Hereticks, in their ſuxth and eighth Seſlt- 


ONs. 
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direly againſt the Conſtitution of Y7g#lius. 

I have not here ſet down the Reaſons offer'd by 7: 
gilius, againſt the Condemnation of the three Chap- 
ters, nor the Sentences of the(Council at large, becauſe 
they are very long, and would too much interrupt my 
preſent purpoſe, which is only to ſhew how General 


Councils exerciſed the Power which they challeaganond 
| | | how 
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Bin. tom. 3. 
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how their Acts were approved, and: that this Council 
intended to pronounce Y7glius an Heretick., and Ana- 
thematiſe him as much, as if they had named him, 
which moſt plainly appears, in that they taking notice 
of the Reaſons and Aſſertions he offer'd in his Conſtitu- 
tion, do confute-and difallow them, and finally decreed, 
as has been declared, | 

If it be asked how this Council' was approved. 
It ſeems doubtful, whether or no Yig#lius ever ap» 
proved it, If he did, then he approved the Sentence 
againſt. himſelf; but the Teftimonies of Evagrius 
and Nicephorus brought for that purpoſe, appear rather 
to relate to Yizzlius his Epiſtle (in anſwer to one of Euti- 
chius ) wherein he approves that the three Chapters ſhall 
be debated,and promiſes to confer with them about them. 
But Gregory.the Great approved this Synod, who-havin 
ſpoken of the-four firſt General Councils, ſays, Zz lis 
manner, [ reverence the fifth Synod, wherein the Epiſtle of 


Ibas, as #t is called, full of Errors, is condemred, 1 need no: 


more Teſtimonies , becauſe neither Baronius nor Binius 
diſallow its Authority. 


By: Virtue- of this Power, Paſchal the 24 delivered to: 


encouraged his unnatural Son to Rebel againſt him, and. 


occaſioned Wars betwixt them, wherein the Father dying, 
liis Body was digged out of the Grave, which his Son: 
ſuffered to-remain five years unburied. 

By the fame unbounded Authority the fourth General 
Council at the_Lateran-under [nccent the third , pres 
ſumed to diſpoſeof Kings and PrincesDominions, warning, 
temporal Lords to purge their Dominions of Hereſy upon. 
pain of Excommunication, abſolving their Subjes from 
their: Fidelity, and expoſing their Lands to the Invaſion 

of. 
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of Catholicks, This Power indeed, before and ſince; has 
been exerciſed upon many other Accounts than Hereſy, 
ſeveral of which are obſerved by our late Learned King 
Fames the firſt, in his Remonſtrance for the right of 
Kings. 

There arc indeed few Councils, wherein ſome have not 
ſmarted under this exorbitant Power; and to ſum up all 


21. 


at once, the General Council at Conſtance, claimed to de- Bin. tom. 3/ 


rive their Power immediately from Chriſt, to which all $** 2:15" 


States and Dignities, even the Papal, ought to ſubmit in 
matters of Faith, upon pain of condign puniſhment, to 
be executed upon them, even by having recourſe to other 
aids of Law, (by which, I ſuppoſe is meant the ſecular 


Power) if they repented not, and need fo required; which 


Power they ſoon after exerciſed upon Pope Fohn the 21 or 
2.3, as ſome ſtile him, whom in their twelfth Seſſion they 
depoſed, which Sentence he the fame Seſſion confirmed. 

This Power obliged Sigiſmund King of the Romans, to 
break his Faith with Fohn Fuſs, and to deliver him over 
to the will of the Council, contrary to his Faith, and ſafe 
Conduct given to the faid John Fuſs for his ſafe paſlage to 


the Council, and his return. The Council declaring that $f. 9; 


#0 ſafe Conduit given toa Heretick, under what Covenant 
foever, by any Emperor, Kings, or other ſecular Princes, 
ought to exempt the ſaid Heretick from the Tugdment of 
his competent Ecclefiaſtical Judg, who may puniſh him, tho 
he come to the place of Judgment , confiding in that ſafe 
Condutt, without which he would not have come. According- 
ly, the Kings breach of Faith, coſt Fohn Z7uſs his Life, who 
was condemned in the 12 Seſlion, and burned for Here- 
ſy, during the fifteenth Seſſion of that General Council. 
Of the Approbation of the abovementioned celebrated 
Lateran Council, conſiſting of four hundred Biſhops, and 
cight hundred other —_ Sc. as Binins lays, Ling 
2 nc 


Tom.1. p.:88, 


Tom.1. p.857, 
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need fay nothing , it being owned by the Council of 
Trent. - But, how that at Conſtance was approved, I fhall 
declare when I come to ſpeak more particularly of the 
Ads thereof. 

In the mean time, I think I have evidently demonſtra- 
ted, that force was not firſt practiſed at Milan or Sirminm, 


and that-it ended not there; but that the Authority chal- 


lenged by General Councils,is as unbounded as the World; 
no Power on Earth can ſtand before it, the natural duty 
of Children towards their Parents, the Oaths and Allegi- 
ance of Subjects to their lawful Princes, tho in other caſes 
moſt facred, and the Faith of Princes to their Subjects 
muſt yield to it, and when they ſtand in the way of it, are 
no more binding than Sampſons Cords ; and to that end 
Princes, Children or Subje&ts, muſt become the Inſtru- 
ments of General Councils to be imployed by them ac- 
cording as. they ſhall have occaſion to make uſe of 
them. 

So the Council at Nice made uſe of Conſtantine to eſta- 
bliſh the true Faith; and fo the Arians in the Councils at 
Milan and Sirmium, made uſe of Conſtantivs to deſtroy it. 
For that he was their Inſtrument, and not they his, will 
I think ſufficiently appear by undoubted Teſtimony. 

I will begin with Athanaſrus, whoſe unjuſt Perſcution 
by Conſtantius will, if nothing elſe would, free him from 
all Suſpition of partiality towards him. 

They, fays he, ( ſpeaking of the Ariaxs-) contrary 
to the mind of King Conftantius, who was moſt pious 
and courteous, publiſhed and acted what they pleaſed : 
And again, ſpeaking how he was enſlaved to the impie- 
ty of thoſe about him : Conſtantins, fays he, being ſuch 
a perſon, one ſhould rather commiſerate him, who un- 
der the appearance of freedom, was a ſervant to- thoſe 
who drew him according to their impious pleaſure. Gre- 
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gory Nazianzen alſo, a Champion of unſhaken Fidelity, Par: 1638, 
during the dangerous Reigns of Conftantius and Fulian, 1n 
his ſecond Oration againlt Julian, excuſes Conſtantin, 
faying, That if he ſeemed to ſwerve from the true Faith, 
that crime was to be imputed to the folly and pravity 
of thoſe in power, who poſleſſirg his ſimple, weak in 
Piety, and not-far-diſcerning mind, led it at their will, 
and upon pretence of Sincerity, effected their malicious 
Zeal. 

Epiphanius, a Father of the Church at that time, of 
whom St. Auzuftin ſays that he was praiſcd for his ſound- 
neſs in the Orthodox Faith, gives this Character of 
Conftantius, That he who otherwiſe was in many re- py Yeref. 
ſpets good and pious, in this alone erred , That he par. - ha 
walked not in the Faith of his Father, which thing was 
not by his fault, but the fraud of ſome, who mult give 
an account at the day of Judgment. 

If it be objeted, That force is lawful in a General 
Council to eſtabliſh-the true Faith, but not to ſupport 
Hereſie ; 1 anſwer,that this is ſo improper an Objection 
to be made by a RomaniF?, that ( did I not know the 
dexterity of ſome to pervert reaſon, through the falſe 
light they ſhew it by ), I ſhould not mention it, leſt 
any one ſhould think that I only chuſe ſuch as I can 
eaſily anſwer ; becauſe if it be a good one, it can on- 
ly ſerve to overthrow the Infallibility ; for all General 
Councils, having the fame unqueſtionable Authority in 
Definitions of Faith, and Interpretation of Scriptures , 
for any one to judg that any ſuch Gencral Council de- 
crees Hereſie, is to take the power of defining the true 
Faith, and interpreting Scriptures, out of their hands, to 
whom only, fay they,it belongs; and transfer it to private 
Perſons. If another General Council has condemned 
this, and defined the contrary, one of - them myſt 
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neceſarily ſuppoſed to have erred in matter of Faith, 
and conſequently not infallible ; and it muſt be left to 
the judgment of private perſons, which of them made 
the true Definition, and interpreted Scriptures 'a- 
right. 

his tl; Author of the Papiſt Miſrepreſented and Re- 
preſented, iccms to allow, when he fays, That the 
Faith of his Church can receive no additicns; and that he 
is obliged to believe nothing, befides what Chrift taught 
and his Apeſtles; and if any thing contrary to this ſhould 
be defined, and commanded to be believed, even by tex 
thouſand Councils, he believes it dananable in any one to 
receive t. 

This is fo large a grant, that it abſolutely oyerthrows 
their Infallibility ; for the Do@trine of Chriſt and his 
Apoſtles being all contained in the Scriptures, for a pri- 
vate Perſon, as that Author 1s, to judg of that, is to 
make himſelf an Interpreter of the Scriptures ; and 
for him to judg what are additions of the Faith of his 
Church, is to take away ſuch a part of the Infallibility, 
as that he may, whenever he pleaſes, take away the reſt, 
by faying that any Definition of Faith declared by any 
General Council, is an addition thereto. But the Au- 
thor thought fit to revoke this Grant by an Explanation, 
being, it may be, aware of theſe dangerous conſequen- 
ces ; howſoever he cannot thereby avoid others as bad ; 
for if the affirmation of any General Synod, that it de- 
livers only the ancient Faith according to the Scriptures, 
be a ſalbcjent reaſon for Chriſtians to receive its De- 
crees, why ſhould not the Creed at Sirmium, of which 
we have ſpoken, be allowed ? For the Biſhops there did 
not pretend to make any additions to the Faith therein, 
but alledged the Scripture for its Authority : If their 
own affirmation only 1s not ſufficient, then why ſho 

the 
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the Proteſtants be obliged to receive many Definitions, 
( which they judg additions ) of Faith in the Council 
of Trent? For certainly that had the form and appea- 
rance of a General Council more than this ; it had the 
concurrence of Pope Liberias, as has been already pro- 
ved ; it was afſembled by the Emperor Conſtantias, who 
had a larger ſhare of Chriſtendom than all the Princes 
who conſented to this, and had a greater number of Bj- 
ſhops than this when it was fulleſt. 

Pietro Soave Polano, a Father 'of incomparable Learn- j1;Rory Coun, 
ing, great Judgment, and integrity; of the Rowan Com- of 7:ent, p. 
munion, . and beſides cotemporary with the 7ridentivie $13: 
Synod, teſtifies, That Laynez the Jefuit, ( dectaring in 
one of their Congregaions, that it was not the number 
of Biſhops, which may all err, but the Popes confirma- 
tion, that can give authority to a General Council and 
its Decrees ) affirmed, That inthis Council” urtder Pa! 
the Third, principal Artictes were defined concernin 
Canonical Books, Interpretations, parity of Tradirions 
with the Scriptures, by a” number of five, ora lefs, &c. 
 Binius reckons butrwo Cardinals, abour five and forty 
Atch-biſhops and'Biſhops, andfour Abbats; and Gene- 
rals, that were preſent ir their thirteenth Seffjon, where: 
in the Real Preſence, viz. Deity and Humanity of our 
Bleſſed © Saviour, was concluded to be contained under 
the'Species of the Elements in the Eucharift;the' Dodtrme 
of Tranfubſtantlation ;* and,” that the fame ' Adoration 
which is due to the true'God, ought'to be paid to the 
Sacrament, with ſeveral other Do@rines, and Anathe- 
ma's to the Contradidors of them, were decreed. The 
whole - number, at. their  Diffolotion, ( together” with 
the Ambaſſadors, Cardinals,. Patriarchs, Arch-Biſhops, 
Biſhops, Abbats, . Proftors of 'the Abſent, and Generals 
of Orders, were in all” bat -rwo' hundred and fifty, as 


Binits; 
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Binius ſays, which was ſhort of the number of. Biſhops 
only in divers Councils that are rejected. 

And as for their practices; if that atSirmium deſcrved to 
be called a Conventicle of Satan,he that conſiders theArts, 
ſecret policies and contrivances uſed by thePopes,Princeg, 
and Prelates, to circumvent, and over-reach one another, 
in the Council of 7rent, can ſurely never think it ought 
to be ſtiled a holy Synod, aſſiſted by the Holy Ghoſt, 

When it was carried by the majority in the Congre- 
gation, That Reſidency was by Divine Inſtitution, upon 
the Legates ſending to know the Popes pleaſure, before 
they would make a Decree therein, they- who were for 
ſuch Reſidency, grievouſly complained, and ſaid, That 
the Synod of Trent was guided by the Holy Ghoſt, ſent 

Soav. Polano, thither from time to time in a Cloak-bag from Rome ; 
ws 4956. _ ThePrelates of that party likewiſe complained of the 
$4. 39 = Pope and Court, That he held the Council in ſervitude, 
which ought to be free ; That there were ſuch limitati- 
ons and corrections, that they cannot truly be called a 
Council ; That there were in the Council more than 
forty Stipendaries of the Pope, ſome receiving thirty, 
ſome forty Crowns a Month, and others were terrified 
by Letters from Cardinals and other Courtiers. 3 
The Pope on the other hand, accuſed the Council, 
faying, That it is plain, that the Prelates went. to 7revt 
Pa. 503; © with Commiſſion from their Princes, according to 
which they proceed ; That the Ambaſſadors by Letters 
and Perſwaſions, do compel them to follow the intereſt 
of their Maſters; and yet for all this, no man fayeth, 
which ſhould be faid, That the Council is not free. 

It evidently appears, through the whole management, 
That they too juſtly accuſed each other of indire&t 
proceeding ; for when the Pope heard that forty of 
the French Prelates were expected in the Council, who 

by he 
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he thought would þe againſt his intereſts, he diſpatched 
away to the Council all the Bithops remaining in Rome, 
loading them with promiſes, and giving money to thoſe 
which were poor, to encreaſe the number of his Party 
againſt the time that Refidence ſhould be debated ; and to 
ſecure the French, he offered King Charles the ninth, to 
give him an hundred thouſand Crowns, and lend him as 
much more,that nothing in the Council ſhould be handled 
againſt his Authority, &c. which ſhewed that he truſted 
as much in his Morey, as in the Holy-Ghoft, to ſecure it. 
That the Prelates that oppoſed him were guided by 
the Commands of their Princes, is ſufficiently evident. 
But to ſet down the Tranſactions of this nature on each 
Side, would be little leſs labour than to tranſcribe a 
whole Hiſtory, which alſo is ſufficiently known ; and 
therefore I ſhall only add the ground of their Diffe- 
rence; which was this, That the Germay, Spaniſh, and 
French Prelates maintained that Epiſcopacy and Refi- 
dence were of Divine Inſtitution. 

Which Dodtrine the late Popes very much dreaded, 
becauſe they believed it would make way to advance the 
Authority of Councils above that of Popes, ( accordin 
to the Decrees of the General Councils of Conftance n-.. 
Baſil, to which the French did much adhere) and not a 
little diminiſh their power over Biſhops out of Coun- 
ch. » 

So that upon the whole matter, I can ſee no reaſon 
why the Acts of Liberius, and the Council at Siryiun, 
ſhould not have as much authority with thoſe who hold 
Infallbility, as the Decrees at 7remt. 

But now having thus ſhewn that the Syrmzax Council, 
ſo far as Liberius conſented to it, muſt lay: hold upon 
the Romaniſts, 1 proceed- to ſhew, That their ſecond 


Creed, to which it does not appear that Liberius ſub- 
| ly {cribed, 
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ſcribed; ought yet, according tothe eeceived principles 
of the Roman Church, to be admitted, 

For ſtppoſe it wanted that which ſome would have 
to be the eſſential SanRtion, the Confirmation of the 
Pope ; if this be a ſufficient cauſe to reject it, I would 
know, Whether the ſecond General Council of Conſtan- 
tinople wasto be rejected, when it had determined a- 
gainſt the Decree of Pope YVigzlius, pronounced him a 
Heretick, and accurſed him, as we have ſhewn before ? 
Pope Gregory indeed did at length approve it ; But I 
would fain know what was to have been thought of 
it before ; but upon this and many other ſuch inſtances, 
I am content to lay no great ſtreſs, becauſe 'tis ſomething 
plain to me, that I can produce the Authority of Ge- 
neral Councils confirmed by Popes,obliging the Church, 
and the Pope-himſelf to ſubmit to General Councils. 
"Tis true, there is the fame Authority of Popes and 
Councils, the quite contrary way ; but that does but 
help to carry on my Argument the better ; for the more 
contradictions there are between Councils, that ariſe 
in the purſuance of this Enquiry, the more evidently it 
will appear, that 'tis impoſlible their definitions ſhould 
be a Rule of Faith. 

For this matter therefore I appeal to the Decrees of 
the General Councils of Coxf7ance and Baſil, who chal- 
_y their power to be derived immediately from Chriſt, 
and whichevery one of whatſoever State and Dignity, 
even the Papal, ought to obey in matters of F with, Ge. 
Thef alſo declare, that whoſoever, of what Dignity 
or Quality ſoever, even the Papal, which ſhall contu- 


maciouſly refuſe to obey this or any other General . 


Council legitimately called, upon the premiſes, ſhall 
be ſubje& to due penance, &c. , ; kn, 


Now 
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Now if it be the Popes duty to obey the Decrees of 
General Councils in matters of Faith , then ( though 
his conſent is deſirable, as is alſo the unanimous concur- 
rence of every particular Member thereof, becauſe the 
perſc&t Harmony of the Parts adds no ſmall Luſtre to 
the beauty of ©: -iſts Church ) it no more follows that 
the Council can determine nothing without him, than 
it does that thcy can ad nothing without an univerſal 
Conſent ; for it would be moſt abſurd to think that our 
Bleiſed Saviour ſhould give Athority to General Coun- 
cils to determine every thing in matters of Faith, and 
yet it ſhould be in the power of one man, who ought 
to obey, to hinder them from determining any thing 
therein. If therefore I ſhall fully prove , That the 
Councils of Conſtance and Baſil were lawfully aſſembled, 
and that their Decrees had fuch Approbation and Con- 
firmation, as was ever counted ſufficient to make the 
Decrees of any General _ Council of unqueſtionable 
Anthority in the Romiſb Qhurch ; then I hope it muſt 
be undeniably granted, that either the Decrees of the 
Synod at Syrmium ought to be undoubtedly received by 
that Church, though they had not the Popes Confirma- 
tion ; or that if that Church does not receive thoſe 
Decrees, the Church of Eng/and may with as good rea- 
ſon ref the Decrees of the Council of Trent, or any 
other General Council,if they do not find them warrant- 
ed by Scripture, notwithſtanding any pretence of In- 
fallibility, which ( though there were no other proof), 
will by this alone appear vain and groundleſs. 

I will therefore forbear to examine any other more 
ancient Councils, but begin. to enquire into- thoſe 
at Conſtance and Baj!, and how their Decrees were 
confirmed; I ſhall only firſt make a ſhort Narrative 
of the cauſe for which the Council of Conſtance was at 
ſembled, F 2 The 
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The Roman Church having been many years rent and 
diſtracted by the Schiſms of ſeveral pretenders to the 
Papacy, ( whoſe Titles it is needleſs here to recount ), 
who, ſeverally, in all places under their Obedience, con- 
tinued to create Cardinals, Prieſts, and Deacons, and 
to exerciſe Papal. Jurifdiftion, notwithſianding the in- 
rerpoſition, and great endeavours of many Princes and 
Cardinals, to compoſe the-Schiſmo ſhamefully ſcanda- 

on lous to their Church ; Upon the death of Alexander 
2. p.1535 the Fifth, one of the Pretenders, the Cardinals at Rome 
choſe John the 23d, who by the Exhortation of the 
Emperor, aſſembled 'this Council at ConFfance, to com- 
poſe this Sehiſm of ſix and thirty years continuance. 

The Council in the fifth Seſſion does declare, That 

being a General Council, lawfully congregated in the Holy 
Ghost, and repreſenting the Catholick Church, it has Power 
immediately from Chritt, to:which every one, of whatſoe- 
ver State and Dignity, even the Papal, is obliged to obey 
in :things appertaining to Peith, and extirpation of the 
faid Schifm, and reformation of the ſaid Church in its Head 
and Members. 
-+» Alſo it declares, That every Perſon ( of whatſoever 
Condition, State, or Dignity, tho it be the Papal ) who 
ſhall contumaciouſly refuſe to obey the Mandates, Statutes, 
or Ordinations,or Precepts of this ſacred Synod, and of every 
other General Council, legitimately called, upon the Premi- 
ſes or matters thereto belonging, done or to be done ) ex- 
capt he repent, ſhall be ſubject to condigh Penance, and ſhall 
be duly puniſhed, even by having recourſe, if there be nced, 
to other Aids of Law. 

. The Council made ſeveral other Decrees to limit the 
Papal Power, and objeted many hainous Crimes againſt 
this prefent Pope John,whereupon he fearing they might | 
determine ſeverely againſt him, fled in difguiſe, firſt to 
Schapbuſa, and after to Friburg. Then 
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Then the Council enquired into the cauſe of his flight, 
and choſe certain Judges, grave ard very learned Men, 
who ſhould diſcuſs the Crimes objeted againſt him, 
and relate them in order to the Council. There were 
above torty Articles proved againſt him, many of which 
were of the foulcſt nature imaginable, viz. that affecting 
the Papacy, he contrived to poyſon his Predeceſlor Alex- 
ayder the fifth, and his Phyſitian. That he committed 
Adultery. with his Brother's Wite, and other marricd Wo- 
men. ThaSe defloured holy Nuns and Virgins , and 
commurted other Crimes of Incontinency, for which, and 
becauſe he appeared not upon ſeveral Proclamations, he 
was in the Tenth Scſſion ſuſpended from all Papal Jurif- 
dition and Adminiſtration, 

Afterwards he was by the diligence of the Council 
taken and. impriſoned near Conſtance. Then the Coun- 
cil deputcd certain Biſhops , and others, with ſufficient 
Witneſs to ſhew him the Articles, and to demand of 
him it he would, either by confeſſing or denying them, 
make any defence, or ofter any Allegation or Oppoſition 
to the Proceſs againſt him. 

Which thing they performed accordingly. But he 
anſwered , that he would not make cr offer any ; but 
would in all things conform himſelt to the Determina- 
tion of the ſacred Council ; and moreover did confent to 
all manner of Proceſs made by the ſame Council againſt 
him , aſſerting that he would make no other anſwer 
to the forcfaid Articles ; affirming that the Council of 
Conſtance was moſt holy, and could not err. Then one of 
the Deputies offered him a Copy of the Articles, to the 
end that if he would, he might objec againſt.them, or 
any of them; to which he anſwered again, that he would 
{ubmit himſelf to the Council, whrch he knew could not err. 


Then one of the Deputies added, Holy Father, we have 
more 
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moreover Commilſion to aſſign you a time, when the 
Council will pronounce a cefinitive Sentence againſt you 
(upon all and ſingular the Crimes, for which the Coun- 
cil has proceeded againſt you) as the Nature and Quality 
thereof ſhall require ; therefore we appoint you to mor- 
row to hear the definitive Sentence. 

But John, as it ſeemed, not deſiring to appear, an- 
ſwered, 1 am very well pleaſed with the Sentence, ang 
as much as in me lies, confirm and approve it ; and like- 
wiſe I confirm, approve, and ratifie all Qbe Proceſs, 
and whatſnever has been acted againſt me in the Council, 
and I promiſe that 1 will never hereafter contradi the 

ame. . 

Then the Deputies returned, and made Relation of 
theſe things to the Council, who thereupon proceeded 
to pronounce a definitive Sentence againſt him, and for 
his departure from the Council, and his deteſtable, wick- 
ed, and incorrigible manner of Lite, both before his Pro- 
motion to the Papacy, and afterwards, notoriouſly Scan- 
dalizing the Church, and all good Chriſtians ; they 
depoſed him. Which Sentence being ſhewed him the 
next day but one, by the Deputies appointed by the 


- Council, he in moſt ample manner confirmed. 


Soon after this, the Cardinal Rag»/inus and Carolus de 
Malateſtis, came with full Power and Authority, to them 
and others direQed, from Gregory the twelfth, another 
pretender to the Papacy, (who, tho formerly depoſed by 
the Council at Piſa, continued to exerciſe Papal Juriddi- 
diction in places under his Obedience ) in his Name to 
convoke, authoriſe and confirm the Council, and to re- 


 nounce the Papacy; Provided Balſhaſar, calling himſelf 


Fohn the 23d, was not preſent, nor preſided therein. The 
ſubſtance of which Confirmation, &c. was contained in 
a Bull, dated the 3d of March, A.D. 1415, 


Another 
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Another Bull was dire&ted to Charles Malate/ta, of 
the fame date, giving more particularly to him , full 
Authority to Act in his Namie, as he ſhould ſee cauſe, 
and confirming all his Proceedings, tho they ſhould ex- 
ceed his Commiſſion, and preſent Inſtructions. 

Theſe two Bulls being read in the Council, Malateſta 
aſſigned over his Powers of authoriſing and approving 
the Council to Cardinal Ragufinus , who thereupon did 
convoke that ſacred General Council, and did authoriſe 
all things to be acted by it; which Convocation, Autho- 
rization and Confirmation, was for Unities fake, allowed 
by the Council. 

In their fortieth Seſſion, they refolved on the manner 
of eleting a new Pope ; and the next Seſſion, Car- 
dinal Odo; or Otho de Columna, according to the ſame 
form, was elected by the Name of Martin the 
fifth, G | | 

In Aprif®following , the Council was: diſſolved , at 
which Diſſolution, Martin declared, That all and ſingu- 
lar the Atts determined, concluded and decreed in matters 
of Faith, by the freeu Council, he would Synodically hold, 
and inviolably obſerve, and never contradit them in any 
manner; and the ſame ſo Synodically atted, he did approve 
and ratifie, and not otherwiſe, nor in any other manner. 
And this he ordered to be repeated, ms required pub- 
blick Inſtruments to. be made by the Protonotaries and: 
Notaries, deputed to write the Acts of the Council. 

Here we ſe the Decrees of this Council confirmed firſt 
by John the three and twentith, ſubmitting and conform-- | 
ing himſelf to the Council, and declaring that it was 
moſt Holy, and could not Err. Then they were confirmed: 
by Gregory the twelfth, as has been ſhewed; and laſtly, 
by Martin the fifth, who for a further Confirmation 
thereof, writing to the Arch-Biſhops, Biſhops, and the 
| Inquiſitors. 


:, - 
we. 2" — 44 


Bin. Tom- 3. 
part.2.p 1655. 


Of the Authority of Councils. 


Inquiſitors of Hereſy, amongſt other Directions to find 
out Herericks, and try ſuch as were ſuſpeed of Hereſy; 
and to the end that none might continue in Ignorance, 
or cunningly pretend it ; He by Approbation of the ſa- 
cred Council, ſent the Articles againſt Fohn Wickliff and 
Fohn Huſs, with —_— fitted to the ſame, whereto 
everyſuſpected Perſon ſhould anſwer upon Oath. Amongſt 
which Interrogatories , were , Whether he did believe, 
hold and aſſert, that every General Council, and alſo that at 
Conſtance, did repreſent the Univerſal Church Alſo, whe- 
ther he belicved that that which the ſacred Council of Con- 
ſtance, -repreſenting the Univeſal Church, does approve in 
favour of the Faith, for the Salvation of Souls, the ſame 
ought to be approved, and held by all Chriſts faithful People ; 
and that what it did, and does condemn, as contrary to Faith 
and good Manners, ought by the ſame faithful People, to be 
held and believed, as condemned? 

Thus the Decreeswere confirmed by all the Pretenders, 
except Peter de Luna,called by thoſe under his obedience, 
Benedif the eleventh or thirteenth, as ſome ſay ; but he 
was Schiſmatically elected, and not reckoned amongſt 
the Legitimate Popes, by either P latina, Onuphrius or Bi- 
ins; he was depoſed, firſt in a Council at Piſa, and af- 
terwards in the thirty ſeventh Seſſion of this Council, as 
Perjured,Schiſmatical, and a Heretick. He had only two 
Cardinals that adhered to him to the laſt, who when he 
died, did by the Inſtigation of A/phonſus King of Arragon 
create Egidins Munionis Pope, and called him Clement the 
8th, who preſently created Cardinals, and exerciſed other 


_ Acts of Papal Authority. But four years after, 4/phonſus 


being reconciled to Martin, Fgidins, at the command of 
Spoons, diveſted himſelf of the Papacy, and was made 
Bithop of Majorica by Martin, which put an end to that 
Schiſm of fifty years continuance. 

| This 
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' This Council, in the Nine and thirtieth Seſſion, decreed, 
dhat the firſt General Council after that, ſhould be celebra» 
ted within five years after the diſſolution of the Synod at 
Conſtance; the ſecond within ſeven years after the diſſolu- 
tion of the firſt ; and, after the diſſolution of the ſecond, 
from ten years to ten years General Councils ſhould be 
_ celebrated. The Pope, a Month before the 

0 


ution of every General Council, was, with the ap- 


Probation of the Council, to appoint the place where 
the next ſhould be held; which thing, if the Pope neg- 
leted to do, the Council wasto —_— place. Thele 
times the Pope, by advice of the Cardinals, might ab- 
breviate, but in no wiſe prorogue. With the conſent, 
and ſubſcription of two parts of his Cardinals, the Pope 
might alſo, for urgent reaſons, change the place appointed : 
but the abbreviationof time, and alteration of place, the 
Pope was obliged to publiſh a Year before the time for- 
merly tw According to this Decree, Martin, in 
the Four and fortieth Seſſion, with the conſent of the 
Council, appointed Pavia to be the place where the next 
Council ſhould be celebrated, which was aſſembled by 
Martin, and was tranſlated to Sea, and there the City 
of Bafil was appointed to be the place, where, after 
ſeven years, the next General Council ſhould be 
held. 

When that time drew near, Martin, being indiſpoſed, 
through age and infirmities, conſtituted Cardinal Julian 
to be his te de latere, to preſide in the ſaid Coun- 
cil, but died ſoon after. 

enivs the Fourth, formerly called Gabriel Condelme- 

rius ſucceeded him. He alſo appointed Cardinal Julian 
to preſide in that Council, who accordingly began it with 
all the accuſtomed Forms and Ceremonies. 
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In their ſecond Seffion, that Council made and con» 
firmed the two formerly mention'd Decrees of the fifth 
Seſſion of the Council of Coyſtance, ſubjeAing the Pope 
to the General Councils in Matters of Faith, Gs. and 
moreover declared and decreed, that being legitimately 


compre for the extirpation of Hereſte, and for the- 


general reformation of the Manners of the Church in its 
Head and its Members, it ought not, without its own. 
conſent, be diſfolved, or transferred to another place, of 
prorogued ta another time, by any authority, no not the 
——— Papak And that no authority whatſo- 
Bins: OtEes . 
this Council, fays, thar Eagerius VET» NO NOT the Papal, ought to hinder 
recalied his Legaee, who there- gNy perfon from coming to the Council, 
upon left Counc1l, yer 1t ap» . 
Prars in the 12ch Sefton, when © withdraw or recall any one of the 
Eugenius was, _ many _ Dy tos _ = _ 7 
tions accuſed of Contumacy oe on evgag to | the Counei 
of the Counctl, 7 , k X 
on hen Pale wa rlogally ould ear pegs —_ of _ 
there, and fare and ated there mytjes, ap to examine the reaſons 
« Leone of the pun hr fach @ defired leave to withdraw ; 
FR R— beds and thoſe, fo departing, ſhould teave their 
OUNc1 : . 
returned, but at laſt wholly for- POWETS With others which ſtayed. Upon 
fook, and went over to Exe, Which Decrees , _ recalled Fultan 
To 4: 8% I $04, his Legate, and diffolved the Council, who 
thereupon, in the third Seffion, ' fent Orators to him, to 
entreat and require him to revoke the ſaid diſſolution : but. 


the Council notreceiving a fatisfaRory anſwer, declared, 


that that difſolution was contrary to the Decrees of the 
Council of Conſtance, tended to the overthrow of the Faith, 
theſcandal of Chriſtianity,and was void. Then repeating the 
firſt Decree of the fifth Seſſion of the Council of Conſtance, 


— the Pope ſabje& to General Councils in mat-. 


BinTo4-9-22- ters of Faith, they ſent a Monition againſt Fugerins, 
and the Cardinals with him, wherein firſt repeating the 


ſecond Decree of the fifth Seflion of Conſtance, decla-. 


ring 


n — 
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ring the Pope fubjet to condiga puniſhment , if he 
diſobeyed any General Council in Matters of Faith, &c. 


they , with all reverence and earneſtneſs , beleech, re» 


quire, and wara the Pope, to revoke the pretended diſſo» 
lution in as publick a manner as he had publiſhed it, 
and that he would not onely wholly defift from any 
ways — the faid Council, but farther and ab 
ſiſt the ſame, and perſonally appear there in three Months, 
or, if neceſſarily hindred, that he would depute one, or 
more, with full power to confirm whatſoever ſhould be 
tranſacted in the ſaid Council. If he negle&ed to per- 
form theſe things, then the Council will vide for 
the neceſſities of the Church , and pr accordi 
ly as by Divine and Humane Laws they are obli 
ged. The Council beſeeches, admoniſhes, and requires, 
the Cardinals to attend and aflift the fame, otherwiſe 
they will proceed againſt them in ſuch manner as the 
neceſſity of the Church and Divine and Humane Laws 
ſhall require. 

In ſeveral other Seſſions they affert their Autho- 


rity to continue, and declare Pope's power void, 


either 'to-diſſolve, or prorogue that, 'without their con» 
ſeat, or ere another 'General Council whileſt that 
was ſitting. Eagenius is accuſed of Contumacy by 
the Promoters 'of 'the "Council in the tenth Seflion, in the 


eleventh it is, amongſt ſeveral things, :declared, that if 


the Pope continues his endeavours in any manner to 
impede , change , prorogue , or diſſolve the:Council, 
and ſhall not repent, and make real fatisfaQtion within 
four Months, he ſhall forthwith be ſuſpended from ad- 
miniſtration of the Papal Dignity , which :adminiſirg- 
tion ſhall devolve to the Council , 'and if he | n 
his obſtinacy 'two ' Months after the farefaid [four 
Months , theti the Council will /proceed [20 — 
G 2 


limited time, they. will yield him all due honour. 
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' him totally... The Council alſo decreed, that it ſhould, 


not be. in the” power of any, no not the Pope, to diſ- 
ſolve, or tranſlate the faid Council from place to place, 
without the conſent of two parts of the fame declared in 
open Seſſion. | 

In the twelfth Scſlion the Council decrees a Cita- 
tion againſt Exgenius, wherein is , at large, fer forth 
the great neceſſity of General Councils, the great modera- 
tion and humility 'of their Proceedings and Addreſſes 
to Eugenius, and his obſtinate Behaviour towards them, 
which , becauſe they perceive he daily increaſes, being 
incouraged by their patience and delay , they are re- 
ſolved to uſe ſharper remedies. And though. they 
might proceed to a final ſentence againſt one ſo no- 
torioufly and obſtinately ſcandalizing the Church ; not- 
withſtanding, out of maternal Piety, and at the requeſt 
of the Emperour Sigiſmund, they do- the third time 
moſt earneſtly entreat, warn, cite, and require, and 
in the Name of Almighty God, do now laſtly and pe- 
remptorily command him , abſolutely to revoke the 
faid pretended, and notorioufly ſcandalous diſſolution, 
and that he would declare, that this Sacred Council of 
Bafil , legally begun, according to the Decrees of the 
General' Councils of Conſtaxce, and the approbation of 
Pope Martin the Fifth, and of Exgevius himſelf, has 
continued and always proceeded, and ought to- have con» 
tinuance and proceeding from the time of the begin- 


- ning, and that he would purely , ſincerely and effe- 
-Qtually adhere to the ſame, and: that he would notifie 
- this Revocation , Declaration, and Sincere Concurrence, 


by his Letters to the Council, ſealed after. the manner 
of the Rowan Court, within ſixty days, Which things, 
if he ſhall fully. and effeually perform., within the 


_ But 
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But if he continue obſtinate, the ſaid ſixty days being 
elapſed, then the Holy Synod , by the Power which 
they challenge to have from Almighty God, do ſuſpend 
the faid Exgenins, as contumacious and incorrigible , 
from all Papal adminiſtration in Spirituals and Tempo- 
rals, and, if there ſhall be occaſion, without further cj- 
tation , they will proceed to a final Sentence againſt 
him, and they declare and decree, that then all 
right of adminiſtration of the Papacy does devolve 
to the Sacred Synod, and they decree all a&s done by 
Emgenius , alter thoſe ſixty days , as'Pope, to be null 
and void, and they require and in God's Name com- 
mand all Kings, Princes, and Perſons of what degree 
or dignity ſoever, whether Secular, or Eccleſiaſtical, 
to yield no obedience to the faid Exgenius , during 
the ſaid Suſpenſion, upon pretext of any Oath, Alle- 
giance or Promiſe of Fealty whatſoever, 
In the thirteenth Seſſion the ſaid. ſixty days being ex- 
pired without fatisfaCtion given to the Council, the pro- 
moters again accuſe jen of Contumacy. Then 
the Arch-biſhop of Spalata, and the Biſhop of - Cer- 
wio., Embaſſadors from Evgenius., appeared on his be- 
half, declaring, that the term of ſixty days was not 
tully ended: therefore the Council ought not then-to 
proceed againſt him. To whom * Fuliav, Cardinal of * The Pope's 
of St. Avgelo, in the name of the whole Council, re- j(9<an4by 
plied., that the term of ſixty. days. was that day ex- tix appointed 
pired ; and the Promoters.of the Council, purſuant to 2, Jer, 
the monitory Decree, had accuſed the Pope of Contu- a — 
macy , becauſe he had. not ſatisfied the Council in. | 
ſuch manner as was preſcribed : but they had as yet 
proceeded no further againſt him, Therefore, in the: 
name of, the Council , . he required of them , that if 
he had fatisfied the Council, or they, in. his name;. 
had. 
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"had authority ſo to do, they would acquaint theth. 
For if it were ſo, the Fathers of the Counail would 
receive his concurrence with great Joy , and ſing Ze 
Dewm. But, if otherwiſe, the reverennd Fathers would 
rather chuſe Death , than ſuffer the Church of God 
» be endangered upon the pretence of ſuch a di(ſo- 
utionh. 

He added, That, at the earneſt requeſt of the Em- 
perour Sigiſmund, the Council had prorogued the term 
'of fixty days, to thirty days longer , from that day, 
upon the ſame Penalties and Conditions contaitted in the 
former Decree of Ofation. 

Then the Embaſſidors, having no authority to fatis- 
fie the Council , were diſmiſſed , and the Comncil ſet 
forth another Citation, as they before had reſolved, much 
like the former. 

At the end of 'the faid 'thirty days the Emperour ar- 
rived at Bafil, and then, at the fourteenth Seffion, the 
Council prorogued the Monition to ninety days longer, 
but with this Condition » fiat if he did not effe- 
taally perform all and ſinpular the Conterits of one 
of 'the 'Three Forms of Adhefion preſeribed -him by 
the Council, within that time, the 'Perialties con- 
tainid in the Decrees of Monition ſhall be underſtood to 

be inflicted wpon him. | | 
. 'Syff. 16. enius being alarumed by theſe great Preparations 
The Popes againſt him, and finding hiinſelf utcapable to ſupport, or 
were receiv'd ary longer to avoid or ward the dreadful blow, ſabmit- 
ra SG ITrY ted himſelf within the limited time, in fuch mantiner, that 
and did then 'the Council declared themſelves abundantly fatisfied. 


ſwear to la- 
bour faithfully fot the ſtate and honour of the Council of Baſil, ' and 'to defend and maintain 
its Decrees, and eſpecially the Decrees of the Council of Conſtance, declaring the Pope ſubje& 
to the Decrees of that and every other General Council,in Matters of Faith,and puni if he 
conrumaciouſly refuſe to obey chem. : | ; 
This I find in the Appendix, p. 161, to be the 17th Sefl, but ſure *ris rather the 16th Sefl, and 
The 


Apr. 24+ as appears after, 


The Contents of his Eetter to the Council were: 


. + That he had, by the Advice and Conſent of his Car- 
«.dinals, for certain Cauſes , diſſolved the Council of 
* Baſil, which was legitimately begun according to the De- 
© cxees of the General Councils of Conſtance and Sena, 
* and the Appointments of Martin the Fifth, and Hims 
« ſelf, for the Extirpation of Herefies, the Peace of 
«* Chriſtendom , and the General Reformation of the 
« Church in its Head and Members, and what apper- 
«tained to them. But ſeeing that great Diſſentions 
© have, and greater may ariſe, by occaſion -of the 
* faid Diſſolution-, he, by the Advice! and Conſent of 
* his Cardinals, declares, That the faid Council was legi- 
* timately continued, and always proceeded, and ought 
* always to be continued and to proceed in relation 
*.to the premiſes, and all things pertaining thereto , 
* from the time of its beginning, as -if there. had 
*. been no diflolution. Moreover, he dechres the faid 
© diſſolution void , and that he does and will attend 
+ the Sacred Council of Bafi, a > effetually , 
« with all Devotion'and Favour, ſides, that the 
« Integrity and Devotion of his. Mind towards the 
« Univ Church ,” and the Sacred General Council 
* of Baſil, may evidently appear to all men, he does. 
* revoke, make void, and annul, his Two Letters far-. 
« merly publiſhed in his Court; and a Third kkewiſe, 
+ becauſe it was / defired , though he 'denied that it 
*-was compoſed or publiſhed by' him, his advice or 
« knowledge, and he declares, that they were, and are, 
* null and void, as alfo all other things done by him, 
* or 1n- his. name, to the prejudice or in- derogati-. 
*-on of. the ſaid Sacred General Council of Baf{; or 


what-. 
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« whatever has been done, attempted, or aſſerted againſt 
* its Authority , and does declare, that he will hence- 
« forward deſiſt from offering any Novelty, Grievance or 
« Prejudice to the Sacred Council, the Members or Adhe- 
* rents thereof. 


The Subſtance of the Firſt Letter or Bull, which E- 
genius revoked, was, 


« That whereas, for certain Cauſes, he had formerly 
* diflolved the Council, which ſome ſaid, was aſſembled 
* at Baſil, and intended to transfer it to Bononia, Thoſe 
© Cauſes afterwards ceaſing, he decreed by his Legates, 
* which ſhould preſide, in his name, at Baf#/, that the 
* ſaid Council ought to continue there. But whereas 
© they who were, and are aſſembled at Bafil, even after 
* the faid Diſſolution and Decree , and alſo before the 
* arrival of his Legates, not minding the Publick Good, 
* but their Private Paſſions, and, not ſupported by the 
* Authority of the Apoſtolick See, preſumed ro Diſpoſe, 
* Ordain, Appoint, Confirm , Declare and Command, 
* to the great prejudice of Him, the Apoſtolick See, and 
* the Cardinals, &c. - contrary to: the Decrees of the 
* Holy Fathers, and the Canonical SanCtions, as if they, 
* though he :conttadifted them, had the Authority of a 
* General Synod ; he, conſidering, that if he ſhould 
* paſs over 1n ſilence thoſe things, which they had fo 
* perverſly decreed and done, 'it would tend to the great 
* and evident /prejudice of the Church and the Apoſto- 
* lick See, the great ſcandaþ of very many, and to the 
* nouriſhing of Schiſm and Herefie ; and moreover 
* being by his Paſtoral Office, obliged to provide Pre- 
* ſent Remedies, againſt Future Evils, he does, by the 
* Tenor of -theſe Preſents , declare. and decree ,: by his 
| *Apoſtolick 


and =_- - 
, os : +# 


* of all their Offices, 


* Apoſtolick Authority, and by the Advice and Af- 
* ſent of his Cardinals, all the Alts,. Ordinances, 
* Confirmations, Decrees, and Declarations, made by 


"* thoſe Perſons aſſembled at Bafl, viz. the Citations, 


« Proceſſes and Sentences, the Statutes and Decrees 
* concerning-hum the (aid Zugenius, or againſt him, 
* or againſt the Rights and Liberty of him, and the 
<* Apoltolick See, and the venerable Cardinals, and 


- * thoſe things which aQed before the arrival of 


* his Legates, and thall for the future be 
* decreed by them, beyond the power granted 
* them by his Letters, to be void and of none && 
* fe, ce. Dated at Rowe, 1433. 4th Cal. Aug, the 
* third Year of his Pontificate. 


The Subſtance of the Second Butl, which Eagenins 
revoked, was, 


* That whereas the Perſons afſembled at 8a, pub- 
© liſhed a pretended Decree, requiring him, upon the 
* Penalties therem comained , entirely to to 
«* them within days, and required the Cardinals 


« with him, in cafe be refuſed; within 


_—_—— the Penalty of Prvation 
. to forſake the Rowen Conre ; 
* he dectares and decrees the faid pretended Council, 
« and all thercincoatained, to be utterly void, and of 
* none effect. 7 3 | 


The Third Buff, which he revoked to fatifie the 
Councd, though he utterly denied, that it was pub- 
liſhed by him, his eres. or conſent, endtavours 
ito clear him from the Accuſations of the Councl, 
charging him, that, to — Scandal and Diſtnr- 
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bance -into the Church of God, he attempted to dif. 


{olve the Council of _ which he ought not to have 
done without the conſent thereof, &c. 


Theſe Three Bulls being revoked on: the Four 
and twentieth of April, One thouſand four hun- 
dred thirty and four, the -Pope's Legates, viz. Nz- 
cholaus Cardinal of the Holy Croſs, the Arch-biſhop 
of Tarentum, the Biſhop of Padua, and the Abbot 
of Saint Juſtin, were incorporated into the Coun» 
cil : but it was ordered, that,-at the Incorporation 
of the--Pope's Oratours , . they ſhould ſwear faith- 
fully ro labour for the ſlate'and honour of this Sa- 
cred Council, and to maintain its Decrees , eſpe- 
cially the Decree of the Fifth Seſſion of the Sacred 
Council of- Conſtance, - ſubjeAting Popes to * the Gene- 
ral Councils in Matters of Faith, and declaring Popes 
ſubje& to puniſhment, if they diſobeyed the Decrees 
of that. or any other General Council in. Matters of 
Faith. | | r | 

In the Seventeenth . Seſſion: Nicho/aus of the Title 
of the Holy:Croſs: in Jeruſalem, Julian of Saint An- 
gelo, Cardinals ,/ Fobn _Archebiſhop of 'Tarentum ,' Pe 
ter Biſhop of Padua ; and Ludovicus Abbot of 
Saint Juſtin, were admitted. by the Council to pre- 
Gde therein, in the Name and Place of Eugenius, 
upon- certain Congitions and: Clauſes, which ſhould 
continue in force throughout , viz. that-they ſhould 
have no coafive Juriſdiction. That the Orders of 
Proceeding in the Council hitherto obſerved ſhould 
{till continue ,, eſpecially thoſe Articles of September, 
the Twenty: fixth, 1430. which! ordained how Mat- 
96 were to be prepared and- debated in the General 

10Ns, | | 


The 
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The Council again confirmed and renewed the , Su. 18. 

Decrees of the Council of Coyſtance , mentioned be- 79251434 
fore in the ſixteenth Seſſion of this Council, ſubject 

ing the Pope to the Decrees of every General 

Council, in Matters of Faith, &c. Three days be- 

fore this, Eugenius ſends an Epiſtle to his vene- 

rable Brothers and beloved Sons, aſſembled in the 

Sacred Council at Bafil, to this purpoſe, 


That though any one might judge, by former pro Ba: Cor. Ap- 
ceedings, that his mind was not altogether free from | = whe 
clouds : yet it what has been offer'd them from him, 
by his Orarors , eſpecially of late, be duly confi- 
dered , the ſerenity of his heart may be ſufficiently 
diſcerned. That he always had the fame deſign 
which they had : he onely differ'd from them in 
the place of celebrating the Council , he always de- 
fired Peace, and the Reformation of the Church : 
and for this reaſon he not onely yielded to them, 
but alſo, by his Letters, conſented to their Decree, 
according, as they did dictate. His purpoſe and 
defire is 'to love them as Sons, and obſerve them 
as Brothers, and he doubts not but that they will 
preſerve faithful and devout hearts to the Apoſto- 
lick See. This his confidence, he ſays, is grounded 
upon the joy they expreſſed upon his conſent to the 
Sacred General Council, and upon his hearing, 
that his Preſidents were now ſo united with-them 
in affeftion and indeavours, that they ſeemed almoſt G 
to be one. 


February the 16th 1435. he writes this Epiſtle to Baſ. Con. Ap- 
his Legates, Preſidents of the Council : pend. p. 214] 
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Of the Authority of Councils: 


"Tt is not unuſuab for the Enemy of Mankind to 
ſow Tares, that even amongſt thoſe who con- 
* tend with equal Piety, that they may meet in the 
* ſame end, (out of the very methods of proceeding, 
* which differ according to the diverſities of humane 
© capacity) Contentions may ariſe to wound myu- 
* tual charity. This formerly we have perceived 
©to have happened betwixt us and ſome of the ve- 
* nerable Brothers and beloved Sons of the Sacred 
© General a2 of Baſil R which by pr cle- 
* memecy at was peaceably agreed. Afterwar 
* as if ſome new difference had riſen betwixt us and 
* them, we were required by new Orators of that 
© General Council, concering the obſervation of their 
* concluſion with the Greeks, concerning giving In- 


* dulgences, not admitting the Cauſes of the Mem- 


© bers of the ſaid Council, not calling our Officials to 
* our Courts, concerning Ele&ions to be expeted 
© or confirmed, concerning not receiving Annates and 
* Commune Services To all which we fully an- 
* {wered by our Orators, and though, by thoſe An- 
* ſwers, we may hope to have ſatisfied the Sacred 
© Council, we judged it not needleſs, if any difliculty, 
* or ſcruple, or ſuſpicion, ſhould happen to remain, 
* to provide more fully, and more amply to mani 
* feſt our deſire of Peace and Unity , fo that every 
* little cloud being removed , we may with united. 
* and ſerene minds, purſue thoſe things which con» 
* cern the Honour of God, and the- Good of the 
* Chriſtian Common - wealth. Theſe things being 
* confidered, We, with the Advice of our Cardinals, 
* by the Tenor of theſe Preſents, do grant full and 
* free power to your care, (of which we have great 
* confi» 
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© confidence) to remove, quiet, and agree, all and 
* ſingular the Differences, Difficulties, and Sufpicions, 
«if any, as we faid, on the forementioned occaſions, 
* do yer remain , or ſhall hereafter happen to ariſe, 
« with ſufficient provifion nevertheleſs firſt made, 
*as to Annates and Common Services , and other 
* things contain'd in an Ordination .of the ſame Ge- 
*neral Council, and received and approved by the 
* Nations and Provinces. And alfo to do other things 
in and about the premiſes, which you ſhall judge 
* may produce true and perfed charity betwixt us, 
*and our Brothers and Sons, to the glory of God, 
* the exaltation of the Orthodox Chriſtian Faith, 
*and the conſervation of the Honour and Dignity of 
© the Apoſtolick See, and we will accept and ratific 
* whatfoever, in the premiſes, ſhall be ordered, agreed 
© and concluded by you. 


Notwithſtanding that theſe Differences ſeemed to 

be fo fairly compoſed, . and- fuch proviſton made to 

prevent new ones, that none could interpoſe to in«. 

cerrupt their pr , yet the Emperonr and Pa» 

triarch of Con/tantimople being to come to the Coun- 

cil, in order to unite theirs with the Romay Church, 

the Council and Pope ſo quarrelled about the choice 

of the- place where the meeting ſhould: be , thar 

i cauſed a _ breach mgm _ "IPA 
1 vouſly charge one another ; t wwh > S0Su 

St ing the union by their inconſtancy ,. and. 

choice of a place diſapproved by the Greeks, and 

injuriouſly and ignomimouſly treating one of his. 

Legates : for which , and other cauſes, he transfers. 

the Council to Ferrara. They ſend out a Mont S1.19.1437. 

tion. and Citation againſk him , wherein, —_ SE, 26« 
they 


Seſſ 31s 


Seſſ. 35+ 


Seſſ. 38. 
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they ſtile him moF# holy, yet they accuſe him of 
Simony , Perjury , and other Hainous Crimes, and 
peremptorily command him to appear before them 
within ſixty days.: but he, not appearing in that 
term, is declared conturmacigus,, and, amongſt other 
crimes, is accuſed of breach of Faith, in indeavour- 
ing, by tranſlating the Council, to violate a De- 
cree, by himſelf approved, in which it is reſolved, 
that the Council ſhall firmly remain at Baſil, till ſuch 
time as the Grecians arrive at that Port, which this Sy- 
nod {hall name. 

Eugenius, in the Thirty firit Seſſion, 1s by the 
Council ſuſpended from all Papal Juriſdiction, both 
Spiritual and Temporal. 

In the Thirty fourth Seſſion he 1s as contuma- 
cious, diſobedient, a contemner and violater of the 
Holy /Canons of the Councils, a diſturber of the 
Peace and Unity of the Church, ſimoniacal, perjur'd, 
incor7igible, ſchiſmatical, pertinaciouſly heretical, &c. 
depoſed from all Pontifical Adminiſtration, Title, De- 


- gree, Honour and Dignity, &c. 


. In the Thirty fifth Seſſion it was decreed, that the 
Council of Bafil-could by no means be diſſolved, 
but-by the conſent of two parts of the ſame. 

In the Thirty cighth Seſſion the Council orders the 
manner of Electing a new Pope, and appoint a Form 
of an Oath, to be taken by him at his Election, 
wherein, amongſt other things, he engages to -ob- 
ferve the -Decrees of the Councils of Conſtauce and 
Baſzl. 

In the Thirty eighth Seſſion the Council declares 
againſt an InveCive, ſet forth by Gabriel, formerly 
Eugenias, juſtifying his tranſlation of the Council to 
Ferrara , and condemaing them to have perverted 

the 
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the ſence of the Council of Conſtaxce, declaring in the 
Fhirty third Seſſion theſe Three Catholick Truths fol- 
lowing, as conſequences of the Decrees of the Fourth 
and Fitth Seſſions of that Council, 


Firſt, * The Truth of the Power of a General Coun- 
. ©cil , repreſenting the Univerſal Church over the 
* Pope and every other perſon, declared by the Gene- 
* ral Councils of Conſtance, and this of Baſil, is a Truth 
* of the Catholick Faith. 


Secondly, This Truth, * That the Pope has no Au» 
* thority to diſſolve, to prorogue, or transfer from 
* one place to another , a General Council, with- 
* out the conſent thereof, is a Truth of the Catholick 


* Faith. 


Thirdly, * He is to be eſtcemed an Heretick, who 
* does pertinaciouſly oppoſe theſe 'T'wo forefaid 
* Truths. . 


They add, * That Gabriel does alſo by obſcurity 
* of words endeavour to perplex the World, ſaying, 
* that he does condemn thoſe foreſaid Truths in the m 
* ſence of the Council of Baf/, yet neither does he 
* explain that ſence, nor manifeſt in- what ſence he 
* approves them , | in which, perhaps, he is ſilent, 
* becauſe he manifeſtly ſees, that the. words of the 
* forefaid Truths are ſo clear, that they cannot juſtly - 
© be taxed with any obſcurity, or drawn into dif- 
© ferent ſences, and by conſequence that firſt ſence, 
* according to which, he ſays, he does reprobate the 
«Aid Truths cannot be denied. They declare to all 


* Catholicks, that they have not,. nor intend to have 
*any 
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'* any other ſence in their Declarations, than that of 
'*the Council of Conſtance , that true Catholick ſence 


© which they always had in their Decrees, made in the 
© Second, Eleventh, Twelfth, Twenty ninth , and other 
« Seſſions, and in their Synodical Epiſtles, and in like 
* manner held by the Cardinals of the Roman Church, 
* the Patriarchs, Archbiſhops, Biſhops, Orators of Prin- 
* ces, Abbots, Doors, who were at their Synods, and 
« unanimouſly believed that a General Council has pow- 
*er immediately from Chriſt, to which the Pope ought 
* to obey, according as the ſaid truth, declared in the 
* Council of Conftance, does define ; and that this truth 
« jsof Divine Right , that the Pope has no Authority 
* todiſfolve, or transfer from one place to another a ge- 
* neral Council, Legitimately called, without the con- 
* ſent thereof, Which truths Ga#rie/ himſelf acknow- 
* ledged, when after two years continued obſtinacy, in 
* which he endeavoured to juftifie the faid diffolntion, 
© he was forced by the commands of the Coundal, judi- 
* cially to revoke whatever had been attempred,alledg- 
* ed, or done by him, or in his name, in derogation of 


©* the ard Council, or its Authority, and did ieſce 
© in the jugment of the Council, preſenting judicially 
© before it, the Form of his Confeſſion, according as the 


* Council had ordained. They requireall Catholicks 
* to jadge what a great blow the Church of God will 
* receive, if that declaration of the Council of Couf ante 
©be calcd inqueſtion , by.whoſe vigor and irrefiſtible 
* Authority, the Twenty third or Twenty fourth, 
*according to Platira,and Bewediit were Depoſed, and 
* Martin Ele&ed,to whom Exgenius facceeded,by which 
* two, conſequently all creations of Cardinals, Promo- 
© tions of Prelates, andother Ecclefiaſtical Orders and 
* Degrees were made, 

Tt 
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It cannot be denied but that the Proceedings of 
theſe two laſt Councils has given ſuch a blow to 
the Roman Church, that thereby all pretence of In- 
fallibility is utterly overthrown ; for [though the 
Romaniſts are ſo nice and tender in declaring where 
their Supremacy and Infallibility is fixed, that that 
uncertainty makes them uſeleſs, though it ſhould be 
granted that they had them. Yet the Decrees of the 
Council of Conſtance, and this of Baſil, place them 
undeniably in the Counal alone. For the Coun- 
cil of Conſtance challenged that Priviledge and Power ; 
by vertue of which they depoſed Fohn the Twenty 
third, or Twenty fourth, according to Platina, who 
ſubmitted , acknowledged the Infallibility of the 
Council, and confirmed its Decrees. Gregory the 
Twelfth alſo, when he reſigned , impowered Mala- 
rteſta, and others, to confirm the Decrees of the ſame 
Council, which was done in his name by Cardinal 
Raguſinus ; and theſe two were the onely perſons 
who had any reaſonable pretence to' the Pontifi- 
cate. Afterwards the ſame Council, by vertue of 
this Power and Priviledge , eleted Martis the Fitth 
into the-Papacy, who likewiſe, at the diſſolution of 
the Council, confirmed all the Decrees thereof, in 
matters of Faith, and promiſed inviolably to ob- 
ſerve, and never to contradi& the fame ; nay, -ſo Sa- 


cred did he account them , * that to acknowledpe, * Conc. Gen. 


that the Council of Conſtance did repreſent the Uni. 


verfal Church, and that what it did approve - in Mat- pa. 8. Cat. 
ters of Faith and Salvation of Souls , ought to be 4": 


held and maintained, and what it condemned, as con- 
trary to Faith and Good Manners, ought to be re- 


I * " jected 
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Nicholas, of 
his approba- 
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jeted by all Chriſt's faithful People, was one of the- 


Methods appointed; by ' Martin, during the Council, 
whereby any one, who- was ſuſpe&ed to be guilty 
of, or to favour the Hereſies of Wichzf, or Fuſs, was 
to purge and clear himſelf from that ſuſpicion. 
This Eugenias allo, after he had two ycars obſti- 
nately perſiſted in his endeavours to diſſolve the 
Council , revoked the Bulls of Diſſolution, as has 
been declared. And that he approved their Procced- 
ings , appears by his foreſaid Epiſtle to the Coun- 
cil, after his Ambaſſadours had ſworn to maintain 
the Honour of the Council and its Decrees, and 
after his Preſidents were admitted into the Coun- 
cil upon the limitations afore - mentioned. And 
by his Letter to his Preſidents, dated February 1435. 
almoſt a Year after that, and eight Months after 
the Council had in the Eighteenth Seſſion again res» 


peated the Decrees of the Council of Conſtance be.. 


fore-mentioned. 


Platina diſcerns the fatal conſequence of this Pope's 
fubmiſſion to the Council , ( though he takes no 
notice that three other Popes had done the fame ) 
for , he ſays, Eugenius confounded things Divine 
and Humane : for he gave Authority to the Coun- 
cil of Bafi/, and, by his Apoſtolical Letters , ap- 
proved their Decrees, whence infinite Evils have 


ſprung, 


And ; that theſe Decrees might want no confir-. 


mation , Nicholas the Fifth , (who ſucceeded Euge- 
vius, upon the reſignation of Amedeus , Duke of 


tion of the Aﬀs of the Council at Baſſk. 


Savoy, 
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Savoy, whom the Council of Bafi/ had eleed Pape 
by the Name of Felix the Fifth : and upon the diſſo- 
lution of the faid Council , who had adjourned to 
Lauyſana , and their acknowledgment of the faid 
Nicholas) did , with the Advice of his Cardinals, 
approve, ratifie, and: confirm all and ſingular what 
was acted by the Ordinartes at both the faid places, 
and denounced the Wrath of Almighty God , and 
the bleſſed Apoſtles, Peter and Paul, upon any one 
who ſhould preſume to contradi& or infringe this 
Bull of his ſaid Approbation, Ratification, Confirma-» 
tion, Dat. 14. Cal. Fal. 1449. 


At this time alt the Opinions of this viſible In 
fallibility and Supremacy were onely theſe, that I 
can find ; ſome ſaid, that they did reſide in the Gene» 
ral Council and Pope; ſome faid, in the Pope alone ; 
and others held, that they were lodged ig the Gene- 


ral Council alone. 


Now theſe two laſt Councils challenging them 
by their often repeated Decrees to that purpoſe, 
and four Popes confirming thoſe Decrees, muſt un- 
avoidably draw all perſons, who were of the two 
firſt Opinions to ſettle in the laſt , or reject all : 
for the ufe of a viſible infallible Guide being to quiet 
all Doubts, and avoid all Errors in Matters of 
Faith, and to dire&> and lead into the way of 
truth , the right determining and knowledge who 
this unerring Guide is, muſt be acknowledged to 
be, as it were, the Cardinal Article, Chief Hinge 
upon Which all the other Articles of our Faith 
ought neceſſarily to move and depend, and indeed 

I 2 ought 
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ought to be one of the firſt Principles of Faith; 
wherein every Chriſtian ſhould be inſtructed. Tt 
ought to be ſo certain, ſtable, and unmovable.. as 
not to be altered, but by the Eſpecial and Signal 
Command of Almighty God himſelf; for any al- 
teration wholly deſtroys its. Authority , by ſetting 
up another Supremacy to controul it, which is in- 
conſiſtent with its nature , eſpecially in this caſe , 
becauſe theſe Councils challenge the Supremacy of 
General Councils to proceed immediately from 
Chriſt, and the Council of Baſi/. pronounces all 


. obſtinate oppoſers to be Hereticks, and it were 


moſt abſurd to imagine, that Chrif? would im- 
power Hereticks to ditlolve or alter a Supreme and 
and- Infallible Guide , which he promiſed to ſecure 
and defend againſt the Gates of He/, 


It muſt therefore unavoidably follow , that if 
all the Pretenders to Infallibility and Supremacy 
agree to place it in any one or more of them, ei- 
ther that it is then rightly placed and cannot ad- 
mit of a change , ( except by God himſelf) or, if 
they miſplace it, it is an undeniable Argument, 
that all their Pretences thereto are vain , and that 
they a&t by a forged Commillion. 


Therefore all the Arguments urged by this Zuge. 
wins, or by Pius the Second, in his Bull of Retracta- 
tions, have either no force at all to overthrow theſe 
Decrees, or if they have any, they equally involye 
the other Pretenders in. their ruin. 


Now 


— =) 
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Now it appears plainly enough from what has 
been ſaid, that the Roman Church are by the Authc» 
rity of theſe two General Councils, reduced to a ne- 
ceſſity of owning all that has been determined in mat- 
rers of Faith by the General Councils of Milan, Syr- 
mium, Ariminum, the ſecond at Epheſus, and any 0- 
ther whatſoever, whether they had the conſent of the 
Pope or not; or at leaſt, to lay down their claim of 
having any ſuch Univerſal Infallible Judge amongſt 
themſelves, as they obſtinately pretend to have. 


But that the fall of this Kingdom might be fo 
conſpicuous, that all who wiltully cloſed not their 
eyes, might eaſily diſcern it, . it was after. in the La» 
teran Council fo divided againſt it felf, that if our 
bleſſed Saviour's words have any Authority, it muſt 
be brought to defolation : for Leo the tenth not en- 
during thoſe limitations, and curbs, which theſe two 
laſt Councils , with the concurrence and conſent of 
five- Popes put upon the Papal Juriſdiction, rather 
choſe totally to confound the Supremacy and Infal- 
libility of the Church of Rome , than retain them 
upon ſuch, as he thought, diſgraceful terms to him 
and his Succeſlors, as . will appear by his decretal E- 
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piſtle, dated 15 16. confirmed by the approbation of Bin. Tom.4, 
the whole Lateran Council ( one Biſhop excepted )® *3% 


wherein he at large declares, That the Pragmatical 
Santtion before mentioned was in times paſt, and yet 
continues in force to the great ſcandal and danger of 
Souls and derogation of the Apoſtolick See, And though, 
upon many accounts, it was of it ſelf void, and did nou- 


riſh and. maintain Schiſm, and therefore without any 
citation, 
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citation, might have been declared null and invalid. 
Notwithſtanding, out of abundant caution , hs Prede- 
ceſſor Julius the Second, and he, had by publick Edit, 
cited the Abettors thereef to appear before this Council, 
and ſhew cauſe why the ſaid Santtion, with its corrup= 
tion and abuſe in things concerning the Apoſtolick 
Church, and the violation of the holy Canon and Ec 
clefraſtical Liberty, ought not to be declared null and 
void ; and this was ſeveral times done, and the execu- 
tion ſeveral times deferr'd, that no place might be left 
for an excuſe : and yet though all impediments had 
been removed, and all terms limited for their appearance 
were expired, the maintainers of the ſaid Sanition nei- 
ther did nor would appear, therefore becauſe it is neceſ- 
ſary to ſalvation that all Chriſt's faithful people ſhould 
be ſubjeft to the Biſhop of Rome, though ſome of his 
Predeceſſors, the Popes of Rowe, being unable wholly to 
obviate this corruption and abuſe, did ſeem to tolerate 
# By this "ie 32 ; yet confidering that | Seventy Tears being ſcarce run 
low that 90 Kt ſince the publication of the ſaid Sanftion, he can no 
—_—_—— longer, with a ſafe conſcience, deſiſt from a total extir- 
BONDS pation of this wicked Santtion. Nor ought it to move 
and indeed him, that the San{tion it ſelf, and all therein contained, 
_ =P had their riſe from the Council of Baſil, and at the 
pears by the iſtance of the ſame Council were recetved and accepted 
———; by the Aſſembly at Boruges. Seeing that all thoſe things 
ttcr, and : : 
the Pragma- were done in that Synod, or rather Comventicle, after 
tical Sandton. the tranſlation thereof; ſo that it deſerved mo longer to 
be called a Comncil, having no force, becauſe the Pope, 
having Authority over all Councils, has full right and 
power of aſſembling, tranſlating, and difſobving them : 
Therefore notwithſtanding the Premiſes, as alſo the Cons 
Ritutions, Decrees, 2 Statutes publiſhed by Apoſto- 
lical 
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lical or Synedical Authority whatſoever, and of certain 
knowledge often confirmed, and approved ( they other- 
wiſe remaining in their force ) he does by the premi- 
Jed Tenour, aboliſh the ſaid Sanition; and concludes, 
That if any one ſhall preſume to infringe theſe Letters 
of Declaration, Revocation, and Annullation, be ſhall in- 
cur the indignation of Almighty God, and the Blefſed 4- 
poſtles Peter and Paul, 


One of the Decrees of this Pragmatical SanCion, Bin. Tom. 4 


was, That the Authority of the Declarations of the * 
Council of Bafi/ ſhall be perpetual, which no one, 
no not the Pope himſelf ſhall preſume to weaken, or 
take away. Therefore it was a bold ſtroke in Leo, 
and the Lateran Council, to aboliſh the ſaid” SanQi- 
on as ſcandalous and wicked, though he confeſſed, 
that it had its riſe from, and at the inſtance of, the 
Council of Bafi/ it was received ; one of whoſe De- 
crees pronounces him to be an Heretick, who de- 
nies that Popes are ſubje& to General Councils, and 
have no Authority to diſſolve, prorogue, or transfer 
them, without their conſent. 


Nor is it ſufficient which Leo affirms, That theſe 
things were done in the Synod, after the tranflation 
thereof : for all things concerning the Pope and-: 
Council, which were contained in the SanCtion, were 
decreed by the Council, and confirmed by Exgenius, 
before the pretended Tranſlation ; though indeed the 
Sanction it ſelf was not decreed till atter, 


Now though this Pope and Council diſagreed 
from the two former Councils confirmed by - ou 
calt. 
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leaſt three Popes, where the Supremacy and Infal- 
libility ought ro be placed ; yet in this it 1s agreed, 
that the right placing it, is ot Divine Inſtitution, -and 
the acknowledgement thereof, and obedience thereto, 
is neceſſary to ſalvation. The Council of Conſtance 
challenged it above the Pope; and John, who was 
depoſed, declared that it could not erre; Marty 
alſo, at the diſſolution thereof, confirmed all its De- 
Crees: 


The Council of Baf/, on their own behalf, and 


p.111,&i13- all other General Councils claimed the ſame Autho- 


rity, declaring, that Exgenius his endeavour to dif- 
folve them, tended to the notorious ſcandal of the Chri- 
ſttan Religion ; that the Article in debate concerns the 
Faith, which cannot be neglefte«., without deſtruftion to 
ſalvation; and that if he will not hear the Church, he 
ought to be accounted an Fleathen and a Publicane, AF- 
ter this, and much more to this purpoſe, he ſubmitted, 
in ſuch manner as I have declared. 


Now whether the Supremacy and Infallibility be- 
longs to the General Councils, to whom the Popes 
ought to obey, or to the Popes above them, it can no 
ways be demonſtrated, without the concurrence of 
them both, where they ought to be placed. | 


The Decrees of the Council of Bafl, challenging 
them to be in the General Councils above the Popes, 
and pronouncing thoſe to be Hereticks, who deny their 
Claim, prove they cannot belong to the Popes above 
the General Councils, | 


Leo 
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Leo and the Lateran Council, declaring it neceſfar 
to-falvation, that all Chriſt's faithful People ſhould 
be ſubje& to the Biſhop of Rome ; and that the Pope 
has Authority over all Councils, and denouncing the 
indignation of Almighty God, &@c. againſt the in- 
fringers of that Bull, prove they cannot be in the 
General Councils above the Popes. Therefore this 
contradiction of each others, nay indeed the: fame 
Authority , overthrows the common foundation, 
without which neither Title can be ſupported : fo 
that the pretended Supremacy and Infallibility is 
undeniably proved Felo de ſe; and if there is any 
truth in their ſeveral Decrees againſt each other, wiz. 
the pronouncing thoſe to 'be Hereticks who deny 
them to the General Councils, and the denouncing 
the faid indignations againſt thofe who deny it -to 
the Popes,. they onely prove that all they are Here- 
ticks, or incur the faid indignations, who ever have, 
or ever ſhall pretend to ſuch Authority ; and thoſe 
are undoubtedly very unfit qualifications for Infal- 
lible Guides to Heaven, and for Interpreters of holy 
Scriptures, by the mif-interpretation of which, they 
have forged a falſe Commiſſion, and have fallen from 
the true Faith, into ſo notorious Errours, 

I think I have now ſufficiently proved, that either 
the Romaniſts do not think themſelves obliged to 
obey the Decrees of every General Council, or that 
if they do, it is very unſafe for us to follow their 
Examples. I think likewiſe, that the inconfiftenc 
of their General Councils one with another, is fo 
plain, even about their very Title, and Claim to 
Ifallibility, that I might ſpare any further enquiry 
therein. 

K Bur 
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But beſides theſe, as I think unanſwerable Obje- 
ions againſt the pretended Infallibility., there yet 
remains another, from which if it be not cleared, -it 
will prove uſeleſs. I ſuppole every one will grant, 
that to provean Infallible Guide uſeful,it muſt appear, 
that:/that Guide has fo plainly interpreted Scriptures, 
and made fuch ckar Definitions of Faith, that there 
ſhall remain nothing in their Definitions fo hard to 
be underſtood,. that unlearned men may be in danger 
to wreſt them to their deſtruction, and no colour 
left for Hereticks to maintain thew damnable Here- 
ſies; but that all doubts are fo fully reſolved, that 
Laicks may have free recourſe to them, without rhe 
leaſt danger : ' otherwiſe this Infallible Guide will be 
lable to: all the Objedtions with which the Roma- 
w/ts charge the- holy Scriptures., and conſequently 
as dangerous and:ufelefs as they pretend the Scriptures 
are. 

But that: the ſame difficulties remain againſt the 
pretended Infalkbility, wilt evidently appear by ex- 
amiging . the Proceedings of. ſome of the General 
Councils. | 

Pope #iguius, and the:ſecond General Council at 
Conſtantinople,. did for- thew contraditory Opinions, 
both. alledge the-Generat Council.at Chalcedoy, 

In the fixth General Council at Conſtantinople, both. 
the Orthodox Fathers, and: the Monothelites: owned 
the: five farmer General Councils, and the approved; 
Fathers ;. and equally; claimed. them to fupport their 
different Dofirines In the:Council of Zrent, though: 
that. Synod! decreed: that the intention off the Prieſt 
was necefiany! to confer a; Sacrament, yet. the: Biſhop 
of Mixori writ that it was not; alledging , *thav the 

Decree: 
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Dectec ought to be interpreted in his ſence, Soto and/Pag- 216. 


Pega, two great Managers of the ſame Cound, writ 
rines amok to each other, and Hiedped the 
Decree of that Synod for their Authorities ; which 


inconſiſtencies might well ha ; becauſe Santa Pag, 215. 


Croce, one of the Pope's Preſidents, ſeeirg he could 
not reconcile the Opponents, framed the Decrtes {& 
ambiguouſly, like the ancient Heathen Oracles, as to 
fit all different Opinions. 

By theſe Proofs it plainly appears, that the Inter- 
pretations of the General Councils are as uncertdin as 
the Scriptures, and confequently as dangerons at leaft, 
and ufeleſs 3 which, -it may be, was the cauſe why che 
laſt General Council at the Lateray, and this at 7rewt, 
forbad all perſons, under great Curſes, to explait! and 
_—_— on their Decrees, except by authority ſton 
the Pope. | 

Though T intended to fay rio more of this matter, 
yet I mutt not omit anfwering ſottit ObjeFions. © 


define abfotu 


, that General Conncils have power 4«th-cp.r% 


Bellarmine by that the Council of Conſtance did fit rib. 2. 4+ Con. 


from £41 over Popes; but onely in time of Sclidn), 
whett it is not knowtr whois Pope, for 4 dbubtfut Poe 
is accounted no Pope ; and fo to have power over hith; 
is not to have power over Popes. That it was not 
then a General Council, there being onely a third part 
of the Church, viz. thoſe under the obedience of Joby, 
which could not define Articles of Faith, and that 
thets was then no Pope, Fohy being retired. 

Nor indeed did Martin confirm that Decree: for 
he elegantly faid, that he confirmed thoſe Decrees, 
which were Synodically, that is, after the manner of 
other Councils, the matter being diligently —_ 

K 2 C. 
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&c. One would think, by theſe ObjeQions, either that 
Bellarmine had never read the Decrees of the Coun- 
cils of Conſtance, and Bafil, or that he believed no one 
elſe had or would : for the Council of Conſtance claim- 
ed their Authority over Popes, immediately from 
ChriF in matters of Faith, and not in time of Schiſma ; 
and they repeated that Decree, and made another, 
ſubjefting Popes who diſobeyed that or - other 
General Council in matters of Faith, to condign pus. 
niſhment ſix- days after. that ; which ſurely was as 
mature deliberation as the Council of Trent uſed, 
when principal Articles were defined by a number of 
fiveat the moſt ; nor was Fohn depoſed as a doubtful 
Pope, but as a Criminal. 

I make this anſwer only to. manifeſt Bellarmine's 
diſingenuity : for I might have anſwered all his Ob- 
jCtions, by repeating briefly ſome of the Proceedings. 
at Bafil, where Exgenius, an unqueſtionable Pope, at- 
ter two years diſpute with the Council concerning 
this matter, wherein they declare that the Queſtion 
in debate concerns the Faith, &c. ( which I hope will. 
be granted to be diligent and due examination) ſub- 
mitted, and confirmed the Deorees of that Council, as, 
I have ſhewed. +31 


OFT'IHE 


Rule of Faith. 


His Treatiſe hitherto pretendeth to overthrow 
the way of Reſolving Faith into the Infallibili- 
ty of General Councils, by proving, that they 

have Erred. But becauſe this does but ſhew what we 
are not to truſt to, notwhat weought to Truſt, I am 
unwilling this Diſcourſe ſhould end' without ſome de- 
bate concerning the True Rule of Faith, to ſhew what 
it is, in oppoſition to Falſe Pretenders. 

It might have happened, that Fathers had not con- 
tradifted Fathers, nor Councils contradicted Coun- 
cils; nor Churches contradicted Churches , nor that 
Church contradited herſelf which pretends to: be 
the onely Guide in Matters of Faith. And even in 
this Caſe we might have enquired , what is the 
True Rule of Faith, and concluded upon Reaſons pro- 
pu to the Thing, that theſe are not, becauſe it is 
omething elſe diſtin from all theſe, which is that 
Rule. 

Now, as to this Matter, I may fay, that I have 
made the Judgment of the Church of Eng/and, my 


own Judgment, ſince I have not onely apo os 
er 
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'her What to Judge in it, but think my ſelf alfo 
to have learned Why. And when the Authority 
of a Church is the firſt inducement to conſider 
what ſhe teaches, and the Reafon of the thing it 
ſelf the laſt cauſe of Aſſenting to it, it is for the 
credit of the Church, no leſs then of the Max to 
believe as the Church believes. 

I ſhall therefore firſt ſet down the Judgment of 
the Church in this Caſe, ang then the Realons why 
I cagngt but ſubmit to it. ; 

Our Church declares, in her Sixth Article, That 
Holy Scripture containeth all things neceſſary to Sal- 
vation , ſo that whatſoever is not read therein , nor 
way be proved very , is not to be required of any 
may , that it ſhould be believed as an Article of the 
Faith, or be thought requiſite or neceſſary to Salva» 
tion. And in the Name of the Holy Scripture ſhe un« 
derſtands thoſe Canonical Books of the Old and New 
Teſtament , of whoſe Authority was never any doubt 
in the Church. So that the Church of Eng/and de- 
clares the Holy Scriptures to be the Rale of Faith. 

To which purpoſe alſo the Cloſe of the Twens- 
tieth Article runs : Although the Church be a Witneſs 
and. a Keeper of Holy Writ, yet as it ought not to 
Decree any thing againfF the ſame , ſo beſides the 
fame it ought not to Enforce auy thing to be. believed 
for neceſſity of Salvation, Which words ſuppoſe Holy 
Writ to, be a perfet Rule, inaſmuch as nothing 
ought to be taken away from it, by decreeing any 
thing againf? the ſame, nor any thing added to it, by 
enforcing; any belief as geceſfary to: Salvation, which 
i5-heftdes the. ſame. 


This 
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- This is the Rule which I at firſt received in ſub- 
-miſſion . to this Church, and being upon: mature de. 
liberation -more and more confirmed ,' that ſhe has 
dealt herein ſincerely and faithfully, I do not enely 
acknowledge it with all thankfulnefs, but think my 
ſelf obliged in ſome degree to repreſent to others forme 
of the Reaſons of my perſuaſton. 


I am well aſſured, that the Profeſſion of Chri/ti- 
ans, as ſuch, cannot be made reaſonable to the World, 
but by reſolving their Belief of the ſeveral Dofrines 
which they, as Chriſtians, profeſs into this Reafon, 
that God hath revealed them. 


For whatever may be ſaid, and that very juſtly 
of the excellent uſefulneſs of Chriftzan Faith, tor pro- 
moting Piety and Vertue, and the Congruity of its 
Dottrines to the common Notions of Mankind ; all 
this can he no more than an ladacement to take ther 
into far Conſideration, and afterwards an Addi- 
rional Argument to confirm us in relying upon thoſe 
other Arguments which are the proper Foundation. 
of Faith, wiz. Teſtmonies of Dioine Revelation. And 
therefore if 1 am aflured', that the' Bible is an Au- 
thentick Book , delivering Divine Revelations, it 
muſtbe 4 Rule of my Faith. Andif no other Auth. 
rity can juſtly pretendto/ do-theſame,. it nuſtallo be 
the Onely.Rule of my Faith. 


For the: former I have this Evidence, that the 
Holy Scriptures have: a more unqueſtionable! 'Tra-. 
dition, than any other Books in the' World, _ we 
| OW. 


know of, ever had : ſince they have been conveyed 
down to us in ſuch circumſtances, as have made the 
Tradition of 'them from the times in which they 
were Written, to our days, one of the moſt Noto- 
rious Tranſattions that ever were in the World, I 
think I may ſafely ſay, the mof? Notorious. So that 
if in any caſe I-may be aſſured, that I read what 
an Ancient Author once wrote , I am beyond all 
doubt fatisfied, that here 1 meet Apoſtles and Evan- 
geliſts, though dead, yet ſpeaking to me. And then 
what they ſay I believe upon thoſe Teſtimonies 
here alſo recorded , which are an undoubted Argu- 
ment, that God revealed to them what they de- 
livered to the World. 


Finally, I cannot make the leaſt queſtion of the 
Truth of what they have related as to thefe Teſti- 
monies , becauſe being Matters of Fa& not done 
in a Corner, but in the Face of the World, the 
Credibility of them could not be ſhakeg by- the 
Powers of Earth and Hell engaged to ſuppreſs that 
Dofrine which was built upon them. 


This-and much 'more may be ſaid to this purpoſe ; 
and thus far the Romaniſts are equally concerned 
with us for the maintaining of Common Chriſtianity 
againſt Infidels. And the Scriptures are granted to 
be 4 Rule of Faith on both ſides, 


But the Queſtion is, Whether they are to be re- 
ceived as the Onely Rule of Faith. For there are 
who ſay, that the Word of God delivered by ChriF, 
and revealed to the Apoſtles, is partly contained in 

the 
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the Holy Scriptures, and partly in Unwritten Tra- 
ditions, of which the Church is the Xeeper, and, as 
occaſion requires, the Publiſher in her General Coun- 
cils from Time ro Time ; but that theſe Traditions 
were, in the "Church before ſuch occaſional publica- 


tion of them, and ſtood ' upon - as good evidence, 
that they were at firft delivered by the Apoſtles, 


. as thoſe very Articles of Faith that were written 


by them. 


Others fay, that beſides this, it appears from the 
Scriptures themſelves, that we ought to ſubmit to 
the Teſtimony of the Church , declaring what is 
to be received with Faith, and conſequently to be- 
lieve, that ſhe truly diſpenſes Traditions -recerved 


from the Apoſtles , even where the particulars that 


ſhe declares are not to be proved by Scripture. 


Now, if it be true, that the Apoſtles left ſome 
neceſſary Points of Faith, of which they faid no- 
thing in their Writings, to be conveyed down ſome 
other way, from Age to Age, and if theſe have 
been conveyed down with ſuch Evidence of the Ori- 

inal from whence they came, as the Scriptures have; 
f think he that receives the Scriptures , -and does 
not receive thofe Unwritten Traditions, muſt needs 
be either an Ignorant or an Obſtinate Man. Or 
if the Scriptures which we do receive ſufficiently 
acquaint us, that there was to be a ſtanding Au» 
thority in the Church, cafie to be known by eve- 
ry body, to whoſe Declarations all were to ſub- 
mit with the obedience of Faith even in things not 
declared in the Writings of the Apoſtles and Evan- 
L geliſts, 
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eliſts, this alſo would gas either Incapacity or 
ilfulne(s in thoſe that r to acknowledge ano- 
ther Rule of Faith beſides the Scriptures. We are 
therefore now to conſider what Reaſon there is for 
theſe Suppoſitions which would bring in Unwrit- 
ten Traditions to : be a partner with the Written 
Word in the Ruling of our Faith. And becauſe our 
Obligation to receive ſuch a Supplemental Rule 
muſt ariſe either from the Evidence of Tradition, 
which is a thing credible in it ſelf, or from the Te- 
ſtimony of the Scriptures themſelves, which we have 
already received as a Rule of Faith : I ſhall ſpeak di- 

ſin&ly to both theſe Preteares ; And, 


Firſt of the Evidence of Tradition, which is a Thing, 
credible in it felf. But before I enter upon this Ar» 
gument | think fit to premiſe two things. 


I deny not that the Apoſtles taught the Chri/ſtzays. 
-of thoſe days ſeveral things which we do not find 
in their Writings, and which are now loſt for want 
of being committed to Writing. For itis plain from 


-the Scripture it ſelf, that all is not written which 


they taught. Saint Paul: told the Theſſaloviaxs, that 
they knew what withheld the Revealing of the Man 
of Sin ; Therefore himſelf , or ſome other inſpired 
perſon had made this Revelation known to them, 
and it is likely to other Churches too. But it is 
not written what that Obſtacle was in particular. 
And who can now fay what it is with that aſſu- 
rance which he might have expreſſed, if that had 
been written. too > It were a vain thing to ima- 
gine this to be the onely Inſtance of InſtruQions 


that 
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that' were not written , and which, for not having 
been written have had no certam Tradition, \- 


But yet I acknowledge, that the Tnterpretations 
of the Fathers may very often give light , and fead 
us to a probable ſence of the more obſcure Intima- 
tions of ſome Texts of Seripture. Thus from the 
Writings of ſome of the Fathers, it ſeems probable 
that the Tradition which went amongſt the An- 
cient Chriſtians concerning that which withheld the 
Revelation of- the May of Sin was this; That the 
Strength and Greatneſs of the Rowan Empire hin- 
dred his coming ; and- the Diffotation of that Em- 
pire into many Kingdoms and Sovereignties, was to 
be the Door at which he would enter and ſhew 
himſelf to the World. 


Neither do I deny, that-the General Pradtice of 
the Church immediately after the: days of the Apo- 
ftles , is the beſt Interpreter of many Texts of Scri- 
pture,, eſpecially of thoſe which ſpeak of che Go- 
vernment and: Diſcipline ' of the -Church ,- many &f 
whieb are'not ſo'dlear and full; but that iniorder-to a 
true widerſtanding| of them, id will be neceſſary ro 
inquire what' was that - Ancient Pradtice of the Ca- 
tholick Church in theſe Matters which flands upon 
Good Tradition: | 


- [ 
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But I deny, with our Church, that there is an 
Do&trine-tobe required of any man, that it ſhould be 
believed as" an Article of Faith ,, or be' thought requi- 
fite or neceſſary to Salvation, - which is not read in Holy 
Seripture , -wor 'way 'b# proved thereby." And: in _ 
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firſt place, I'deny- that any ſuch Dodrines have Evi 
dence of Tradition; which I have already acknow- 
ledged, to be a thing credible in it ſelf. 


For if they had this ground, it would be as no- 
torious that- theſe Points of Faith which the Evange- 
liſts and the Apoſtles did not think fit to mention in 
their Writings; It would I fay be as notorious, that 
they were handed down by the Catholick Church 
from the Apoſtles through all Ages to this, as it is, 
that the Holy Scriptures have been thus conveyed, 
and are now- with this advantage delivered to us. 
For that which has made the Tradition of the Scri- 
ptures ſo highly credible, above that of other Books, 
of which there is yet no doubt, is this, that the 
Vaſtneſs of the Concern ſoon drew in People 
of All Nations and Languages to conſider them , 1n- 
ſomuch.. that they: have-all along engaged Man» 
kind, and found, more buſineſs for the World, and 
have been more Read, oftner Tranſcribed, and 
Tranſlated , than any other Books ever were, or 
m all likchhood 1ever will be. So that as our 
Twentieth, Article ſays, The Church i the Keeper 
and the Witneſs | of. Holy Writ ; for. indeed ſhe hath 
kept the Scriptures , which we can run up from 
Age to Age, till we come tothe Apoſtles ,. and 
this with very little and inconſiderable , Exception 
through the Vaſt Body of the Catholick Church. 


CI YUDO IH (JD | : 

But now if\.there. were .Points -of Saving Faith 
not-.written by the. 'Evangelifts - or the-. Apoſtles, 
but .committed.. to \the Report, of /the-, Church; 
theſe were of 19 {ſs kmportance than the Scriptures 


then» 
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themſelves , and had for ſome time at leaſt been 
guarded and inculcated every where, as being no leſs 
neceſſary for ſalvation, than any thing that was writ- 


ten. 


Nay, I cannot but add,that there had been a univer- 
fally greater care to ſupport the- Profeſſion of theſe, 
than of the written Articles: Inaſmuch as the com- 
mon ſence of mankind agrees to this, that Records are 
a more certain means of conveying Tmth to Poſte- 


rity, than Report, And ,men would be more apt to- 


believe that the Apoſtles ſaid what themſelves wrote, 
than that they ſaid what they did not write, but 
which others reported from their mouths. And there- 
fore by how much more the Tradition of unwritten 
Dodrines was in. danger to loſe its credit, than the 
Tradition of written DoQtrines,. ſo.much more care 
. had been taken to make the Tradition of the former 
as loud as Thunder. We ſhould have met with them 
in every page, as l. = ſay, of: the Fathers. next after 
the Apoſtles, and the li 

Nay, when it was obſerved, after the deceaſe of all the 
Apoſtles, that ſome points neceſſary to ſalvation had 
not been touched in their Writings; it could hardly 
have been. otherwiſe, but that the Guides of the 
Church ſhould. on purpoſe have written Books. to ſe- 


cure the conveyance of them to Poſterity, and have- 


declared to the World as unanimouſly and formally as 


was: poſſible ; that whereas the Writings of the Inſpi-- 


red Preachers and Publiſhers of their Religion, which 
ive ſufficient Authority to ſome Articles of the Chri- 
ian Faith, viz. to thoſe that are written, have not. yet 


expreſſed others that are of equal neceſlity to be be- 
lieved, 


e in thoſe that ſucceeded them. 


ot 
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lieved, ſince they were but orally delivered as ſuch, by 
the Apoſtles to the Church ;. it is hereby made known 
to all Ages to come, that Theſe and Theſe are Do- 
rines ot this ſort, that Poſterity may have no reaſon 
to doubt what they are. Thus indeed, or ſomething 
like this, had been a likely Foundation of leaving un- 
written Articles to the Evidence of Tradition. At 
leaſt, conſidering the danger of loſing them in proceſs 
of time, becauſe they wanted the Authority of the In- 
ſpired Writingg Chriſtian People were to be the more 
carefully inſtruſted in them, and they ſhould have 
been taught to profels them every-where in their ſo- 
lemn Aſſemblies for the ſervice of God. Which courſe, 
if it had been taken, we ſhould have had theſe Articles 
conveyed down to us in the Antient Creeds and For- 
mularies , which indeed had given them a Reverend 
Authority ; which method has been carctully obſerved, 
as to thoſe Articles which are of later date, and have 
been introduc'd by the Church of Rowe. Witneſs that 
Profeſſion of Faith publiſhed by Pius the Fourth, in 
purſuance of the Decrees of the Council of 7rent; 
where to the Nicene Creed, amongſt other Novelties, 
the profeſſion of theſe is added. 


* I profeſs, that a true, proper, and propitiatory Sa» 
* crifice for the Living and the Dead, is offered: to 
*God in the Maſs; and'that in the moſt holy Sacra- 
*. ment of rhe Exchariſt, there is really and ſfubftantial- 


 * Iy the Body and Bloud, together with the Soul and 


© Divinity of our Lord Feſus Chrift; and that there is 
*a converſion made of the whole ſubſtance of Bread 
* nto-hiis Body, and of the whole ſubſtance: of Win 
© into' his Bloud-; which converſion the Catholick 
«* Church 
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« Charch calls 7ranſubſtantiation. Tacknowledge allo, 
« that whole and entire Chriſt, and the true Sacra» 
« ment, is received under one kind onely. 1 firmly 
hold that there is a Purgatory, and that the Souls 
« detained there, are helped by the Prayers of the 
* Faithful ; and likewiſe, that rhe Saints reigning with 
* Chriſt, are to be veneratedand called upon, &c. 


Theſe and the reſt of the moſt notorious Innova- 
tions in Faith eſtabliſhed by that Council, were thought 
fit to be inſerted into the Creed, for their better ſecu- 
rity. And fince it was reſolved, that theſe things 
ſhould for the future go for a part of that Faith, with- 
out which we muſt not hope to be ſaved, it was dif- 
creetly done to take this care of them, that at laſt 
they ſhould be found in a Creed. Onely we fay, this 
care comes too late to ſatisfie us that the Apoſtles.de- 
livered theſe points to the Church, For ſince we can- 
not find them in the Scriptures, we have reaſon to 
think, that a more early care of this kind had been 
taken, if they had indeed come from the Apoſtles by 
unwritten Tradition. And we confeſs, they had then 
been delivered to us with great Authority, though 
we had wanted them in the Scriptures. But that 
there ſhould be unwritten Traditions of ſuch vaſt con- 
ſequence, and nctther the Creed of the Greek nor of 
the Latin Church make the leaſt mention of them : 
That the principal written Traditions, which in com- 
pariſon needed it not, ſhould be put together into a 
Creed ; but that the unwritten ones which needed it 
very much, ſhould be quite left out, and never thought 
of to that purpoſe, till about fifteen hundred years 
after : That the People ſhould be no better inſtructed, 


and: 
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and that the Guides of the People, the Fathers of the 
Church, fhould'be fo careleſs as to lay no ſtreſs upon 
theſe things in their Writings! This is a wonder a- 
bove all wonders; or rather it is very ſtrange, that 
men ſhould now adays pretend the Evidence of Tra- 
dition for certain points of Faith not written by the 
Evangeliſts, or any of the Apoſtles, or any Inſpired 
Pacing of the Goſpel, where there is not the leaſt 
appearance of Evidence for it. 


But when 1 conſider farther for what Do@trines 
fake it is, that the Evidence of Tradition is pretended, 


'wviz. ſor the fake of thoſe DoCtrines which make the 


latter half of the New 7rent-Creed ; -I am, I confeſs, 
ſomething amazed to ſee how croſs the Underſtand- 
ings of ſome men lye, or rather what power [Intereſt 
has, to make them affirm things not onely without 
Evidence, but againſt it. For we find not onely no 
mention of theſe pretended Points of Faith, not onely 
a deep filence concerning them through thoſe Ages of 
the Church, wherein if in any we might expect the 
greateſt ſincerity, that is for three hundred and fifty 
years after Chriſt; but very many things palpably 
inconſiſtent with them. Which being conſidered, the 
ſofteſt thing I can fay is, that 'tis a deſire theſe Points 
ſhould be believed, rather than any good reaſon for it, 
which inclines any man to think that there is another 
Rule of Faith beſides the Scriptures, which ſtands 
upon Evidence of Tradition, as well as the Scriptures. 
And what reaſon I have thus to conclude, will perhaps 
yet more plainly appear, if we conſider theſe following 


things. 


4 
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tr. If it were a doubtful Point, whether 'the New 
Articles of the Trent Creed were to be found- in the 
Writings of the Fathers, or not, this I think were 
enough to overthrow the pretence to ſuch an Evidence 
of Tradition in their behalf as ſo weighty a matter 
requires. I know what vaſt Pains have been taken to 
find theſe Traditionary Doftrines in the Fathers, what 
Volumes have becn written for this end; and with 
what confidence A/ the Fathers have been faid to be on 
that ſide, But *tis not by what confident Men' fay, but 
by what reaſonable Men judg, that the ViQtory in this 
Cauſe will go at laſt. When once a Church has got 
into vaſt Temporal Power and Greatneſs, and her Fa- 
vours are to go to none but thoſe that merit them, by 
ſerving her Cauſe againſt all other. Churches in the 
World ; when. her Servants'are both great and many ; 
they can fay.thoſe things withour :blaſhing, which 


4 Man, deſtitute of ſuch: Supports and* Advantages, 


would never be bold enough to ſay, if he were not alſo 
deſtitute of Modeſty or Diſcretion. It is no hard mat- 


-ter to meet in the feveral Volumes'of the Fathers, with 


ſuch Paſſages as may be wreſted to a Senſe which" they 
never dream'd of, and applied to the Service of a Cauſe, 
which in ſeveral Nations, has drawn together ſo man 
Men as are able to keepone another in countenance. - If 
a Father does but beſtow-a Complement upon the Biſho 
.of Rome, or upon the Ch: of Rome, this ſhall be enou 
to make Him the Biſhop of all Biſhops, and Her the Mi- 
ſtreſs of all Churches. And let there be never ſo many 
Paſſages on the other ſide, plainly afferting the Indepen- 
dence of other Biſhops upon him, and the Independence 
.of other Churches upon her z a Controverſy ttiay be for 
ſome time ſupportedon the weak ſide,by convenient Wit 
and Boldneſs. If the Fathers ſometimes ſpeak very mag- 
þ M » nificently 
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nificently of the holy Myſtery 'of the Excharif, with 
reſpe&'to the 'Son- of God, whoſe: Sacrifice tor us is 
there repreſented, and commemorated ; the Fathers are 
preſently brought in for ſaying ——_— than that 
the Subſtance 'of Bread and W.ine is changed into the 
Subſtance of Chriſt's Body and Blood ; and that he 1s 
as properly offered in Sacrifice roGod in every Maſs, 
as when he offered up hunſelf npon the Crols for us. 
But as to theſe and the other controverted Articles, we 
profeſs that we cannot ſo much as find any Foottfteps 
of them in the Primitive Fathers; but, as Ifaitd before, 
we meet with many [things that are irreconcilably re- 
pugnant to them : Which makes it neceflary for us to 
conclude that there is mo Evidence of Tradition, that 
the Fathers received theſe unwritten Articles of Faith 
from the A , which we are Anathematized for not 
receiving from the late "Council of Treat. It there 
were Evidence of Tradition for the Supremacy of the 
Pope, How is it poſſible ſuch a Book ſhould be written 
to ſhew the contrary, as Dr. Barrow's ? If there were 
Evidence of Tradition for the DoQrine vf Tranſubſten- 
tiation, how could the late Diſcourſes againſt it have 
ſhewn that the Fathers knew norhang of it? If there 
were Evidence of Tradition for the ah of the 
Bleſſed Virgin and the Saints ; 'certarnly the late Diſ- 
courſe againſt that, an abe{wer zo Monſieur de Meaux's 
Mppeal to the fourth Agr, has abuſed the Ancient Fa- 
thers, and inolſt grofly mifrepreſented them ; and 
if any Man-examines the matter, he will go near tofind 
it otherwiſe. I'might mention later Diſcourſes of the 
{ame kind upon other SubjeAs, which at leaft carry a 
aotableappearance of 'Truth; and. for which our Ad- 
gerſaries arc in Avrears t0 us, Now if there were 
Exacence- of Traditzon for them fide 'of the Queltions, 
it 
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it were the caficft thing in the Works to expoſe theſe 
Books to-publick ſhame; becauſe if they do- pot effefty- 
ally ſhew the contrary, they are upon; the matter made 
up. of groſs Deceits. For all wiſe Men krow that 
Evidence of Tradition is a notorious thing : So; note» 
rious, that whoever inſiſts. upon the pretence to: it; for 
that which has it not, muſt needs be led away with 


ſtrange prejudice : bur he that: denies; it: to that which 


has, will hardly eſcape being notorious himſelf, for 
want of Honeſty, or for want of Wit, And there» 
fore, if Evidence of Tradition were againſt us in theſe 
Points, our Divines could not d to; arguc: againſt 
them out of the Fathers fo:as they do, without notori- 
out falſifying the Teſtimonies of the Fathers ; which, 
if they were ſo void of all Modeſty as to do, yet at 
leaſt I can hardly imagin our Adverfaries ſo vaid .of 
common Diſcretion as. to ſuffer them to do- it, without 
making it appear from one end of a Diſcourſe of -this, 
kind to the other, thav indeed they do-fo., - Perhaps the 
force of what I fay will be better apprehended by thoſe 
that are in this Cauſe either with us, or againſt us, if 
we lay it in another caſe. Suppoſe any Man ſhould be 
fo hardy as to maintain, that the Seriptunes of the New 
Teftament were written got above thirteen hundred 
Years ſince; or at leait, that they were of little or ao 
Authority in the Church for the firſt three hundred 
and fifty Years after Chriſt, I would fain know what 
he would get by it, but to be accounted a very mad, as 
well as a very wicked Perſon for the ſake of ſuch an 
Attempt : Bur ſurely he could notſhake the Aſſurance 
that any underſtanding and prudent Perſon has of the 
contrary. Now the plain reaſon is this, becaule it is 
as evident through all the Writings of thoſe Fathers, 
that they all received the Scriptures as derived bom 
M 2 
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the Apoſtles themſelves, as any matter of Fad before 
our times can be. But I fay,if theſeunwritten Points, 
which we are Azathematized for not receiving, ſtood 
upon Evidence of Tradition too, .we had found the 
Fathers delivering them as unqueſtionably, as we find 
them delivering the Authority of the Scriptures; and 
in all-probability-with ſomething greater Care and Soli- 
citude too, and that becauſe they wanted the Authority 
of the Scriptures. And then it were as ridiculous an At- 
tempt to go about to overthrow the Tradition of the 
one, as of the other, and nothing could be more eaſe 
than to ſhew it. . For when there is Evidence of Tra- 
dition for a thing, it cannot bear any colour for + Diſ- 
pute that there is no ſuch Evidence. Men may wran- 

le for ſome time, and pretend Tradition for that which 
as it not, but no wrangling will ſerve the turn to keep 
any Cauſe in countenance, that ſtands upon the denial 

of evident Tradition. 
2. Thenext thing I conſider with reference to the 
Romaniſts pretending Tradition for their unwritten 
Articles, is, that they reje& ſome Points which have 
incomparably a better colour for a pretence to Tradi- 
tion, than thoſe for which they pretend it. I ſhall in- 
ſtance only in the Millezary DcQtrine, which ſome of 
| the Fathers do not only poſitively afſert, but one of 
uſt. Mar. D- them makes it the Beliet of all Orthodox Chriſtians, 
" and joynsSit with the Belief of the ReſurreQion. Now 
if the like could be found in behalf of any one of the 
new Articles of the late Creed; I do not well know 
how we could have been able to bear up againſt the 
Confidence of our Adverſaries, who without any fuch 
Teſti nies, as the Milkepary Dottrine hath, are ever 
ard ai:- Cving Out againſt us, that we go againſt all 
the Fathers. Ard yet themſelves can ſee no Bren 
0 


Of the Rule of. Faith, 


of Tradition for this Dorine, but wholly rejeCt it ; 
in which we cannot but commend them, becauſe even 
that Teſtimony which this Doftrine hath from the Fa- 
thers, will not amount to an Argument that the Apo- 
ftles delivered it, as the Fathers did. But then much 
leſs ought thoſe Dofrines to be obtruded under this 
pretence, for which there is by no means ſuch colour 
of Tradition as there is for this. And therefore, it 
may well amaze a Man that expefts nothing but equal 
dealing from all Churches, that thoſe Chriftiavs who 
reje& the one, ſhould require us to receive the other ; 
and that they ſhould pretend another Rule of Faith 
beſides the Scriptures, which ſtands upon the Evidence 
of Tradition, when they make that Doftrine to be 
Heretical, which bids for 1t with an hundred times more 
probability, than any one of thoſe which they would 
eftabliſh upon it. But then, 

2. It is clear beyond all reaſonable doubt, that no 
Tradition for- unwritten Points of Faith can be made 
out through the Writings of the Primitive Fathers ; 
ſince they all acknowledg the Scriptures to be the Rule 
of Faith. And tho ſometimes they do appeal to uni- 
verſal Tradition, and the Agreement of the Apoſtoli- 
cal Churches; yet thus they appealed always in behalf 
of thoſe DoQtrines, which were clearly founded upon 
Scripture, not of unwritten Points, "They uſed divers 
Arguments to confound the monttrous Hereticks, that 
ſtarted up in the beginning of the Church ; and fince 
ſome of theſe Hereticks pretended a ſecret Tradition 
from the Apoſtles, it was one very proper way of ſi- 
lencing them, to oppoſe a notorious Tradition, in 
which all the Apoſtolical Churches agreed, to their 
ſecret one. And becauſe the Holy Scriptures - them- 
ſelves ſtand upon Tradition, therefore the ſeveral Pojats 

of 
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of Faith which they contain, ſtand upon. it too, and 
may at any time be enforced by it. So that when we 
meet with an Appeal to Tradition, in Irenexs and Ter- 
rullian, it were a great miſtake to tmagine that they 
{ſuppoſed another Rule of Faith betides the Scriptures ; 
fince the Tradition which they fo juſtly pretended, was 
for the DoQrines of the Scripture: and tt is likewiſe 
very plain, that they added no other Rule to the Scrip- 
tures, nor thought there was any —_ neceſſary to be 
believed in order to Salvation, which is not therein 
contained. Which is a manifeſt Argument, that unleſs 
the Fathers were but Novices, a Tradition of unwrit- 
ten Do&trines cannot be made out from the Fathers. 
For what could be more abſurd, than that they ſhould 
at once agree in the making the Scriptures the only 
Rule of Faith, and all the while agree in. delivering 
Points neceſſary to Salvation which are.not in the Scrip. 
ture? Here therefore I had been obliged to ſhew ſome 
part of that Cloud of Witneſſes, wherewith we are en- 
compaſſed, in maintaining that the Fathers took the 
Holy Scriptures for the.Rule of their Faith ; but that 
this Point is made out ſo learnedly and fo plainly in the 
late Vindication of the Anſwer to ſome late Papers, from 
p4g.40. tO pag.50. that I will make bold to fay *ris. done 
for ever, as they will find, one after another, who will 
try to undo it again, if we have any reaſon to hope that 
they will ſo.much as try it. And this will be _— 
to ſatisfy all reaſonable Perſons, that it muſt be impofſi- 
ble to make out a Tradition of unwritten Points. of 
Faith by the Fathers, that they made the Holy Wri- 
rings of the Bible the Rule of their Faith, 

Seeing therefore there is no Evidence of the leaſt 
care in the Primitive Church to preferve unwritten 
Points of Faith ; ſeeing no ſuch things appears in'the 
Ancient 
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Ancieat Creeds, or in the Books of the Fathers ; ſeeing 
this kad been as neceſſary as the loud and conſtant 
Traditida of the Scriptures, if any ſuch unwritten 
Points there had been; and ſince notwithſtanding there 
is not the leaſt ap ce of ſo notorious a Tradition 
of ſach Points; ſeeing. alſo the DoQtrines for which 
ſuch Tradition is pretended, have no Footſteps in the 
Writings of the Church for the firſt Ages, and that 
many of them axe diretly repugnant to what the 
truly Primitive Fathers taught ; ſeeing that if it were 
but a-doubtful and diſputable Point, whether the Fa- 
thers witneſſed to luch DoQrines or not, they would 
ſtill want the Evidence of Tradition : Since they who 
pretend Tradition for theſe DoQrines, reje&t other 
Points, which there is ſome colour to pretend Traditi- 
on for, incomparably more than for dab which they 
would obtrude upon us. Laftly, ſeeing that the Fa- 
thers, through whom the Tradition of fuch DoQtrines 
muſt neceſſarily be derived to us, did unanimoufl 
take the Holy Scriptures for the Rule of their Paith ; 
and that they had notoriouſly contradifted themſelves, 
ifat the ſame time they had ſucceſſively delivered Points 
of Faith which are not in the Scriptures. All theſe 
things, I fay, being taken together, do amouat to little 
leſs than a perfeA Demonſtration, that there is no ſup- 
plemental Rule of Faith to be added to the Scriptures, 
which can be ſhewn to ſtand upon Evidence of Trads- 
#ios : which was the firſt thing to be ſhewn, Bur, 

Secondly ; If it be ſaid that our Obligation to re- 
ccive another Rule of Faith, which muſt be added to 


that of the Scriptures, does ariſe from the Teſtimony of” 


the Scriptares themſelves, which we have already upon 
realon.received-as « Rule of Faith. I dele thele 


| ns I, That 
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1. That this-pretence does make the Scriptures to 
be the ſupreme Rule of Faith ; fince if the Church, 
wherher the Catholick, or ſome particular Church, 
whether one Man or more in it do claim ro be believed 
in unwritten Do&trines, upon the account- of his or 
their Declaration of them: the Reaſon hereof is at 
laſt reſolved this way into the Authority of the Scrifs- 
tures. Theretore, 1 

2. If Evidence of Scripture be pretended for ſuch 
Church-Authority : for inſtance, that the Church in 
Communion with St. Peter's Chair is to be believed 
by all, in all that ſhe teaches ; then before we can be 
rationally-led into this belief concerning that Church, 
we mult firft be ſuppoſed to believe the Divine Autho- 
rity of the Scriptures, and either allowed to underſtand 
ſome part of the Scriptures, or at leaſt enabled to un- 
derſtand them by ſuch Diſcourſes as one Man' may affiſt 
another with, without pretending Authority from 
God tooblige him to receive his Interpretation, becauſe 
"tis His, 1t therefore the Romaniſts will keep cloſely 
and diſtintly to this Argument from Scripture, for 
another Rule of Faith beſides the Scripture, we deſire 
not fairer Adverſaries. * But if, whilſt we argue with 
them, and they with us, from Authority of Scripture, 
they preſs us to receive ſuch Interpretations, as they 
cannot oblige-us to receive otherwiſe than upon an Au- 
-thority that 1s yet to be proved ; nothing can be more 
abſurd and enſolebs ſince this is to prove the thing in 
Queſtion, by ſuppoſing it to be out of Queſtion, 

Wherefore as to theſe Texts following : Thou art 


Peter, and upon this Rock I will build my Church. And, 


Matrh. 16. 12 
Chap. 18. 17. 
Chap. 28. 20. 
Joh.14.16,17 


« Tell it unto the Church. And, Lo, 1 am-with Jon alway, 

even unto the end of the World, And, I will pray the Fa- 
, ter, and he ſhall give you another Comforter, that he may 
. | abide 
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abide with you for ever, even the Spirit of Truth. 
Feed my Sheep : which are the common places Joh, 21. 17. 
which they would eſtabliſh an Eccleſiaſtical Authority, 
which, being infallible, is to be believed in all things, 
and fix that Authority in the Church of Rome. e 
meaning of theſe Texts, I fay, is to be diſputed upon 
Principles common to them and to us, whereof the 
Infallibility of their Church 1s none, becauſe it yet 
remgns to be proved by theſe Authorities. But then, 
3. We need not a more convincing Proof, that there 
is no Teſtimony of Scripture to be produced with an 
colour, to make the Definitions of that Church a Ru 
of Faith, when they can produce no better than theſe, 
which neither in Words expreſs any ſuch thing,.nor 
by any reaſonable Conſequence imply it. Becauſe Chrif 
faid, Thou art Peter, and upon this Rock, &«c. therefore 
Peter was that Rock, and not the Faith which he con- 
feſſed. Therefore Peter was that only Rock, excluſively 
to all the other Apoſtles. Therefore Peter was not that 
only Rock, excluſively to all, or to any of his Succeſſors, 
but one Rock was to be piled upon another to the end 
of -the World, for the Church to be built upon. , And 
when our Lord faid, Thos art Peter, he ſaid it in effe& 
to Pope Hildebrand, and to John the 224, as well as ta 
the Apoſtle. And yet theſe are not half the Preſump- 
tions upon this place that muſt be ſwallowed before we 
come to the Concluſion, that the Rowan Church is 
to be believed in all her Definitions of Faith, Becauſe 
alſo Chriſt made ſuch and ſuch Promiſes to all the Apo- 
ſtles, therefore every one of them were made to their 
Succeſſors to the World's end ; and becauſe he made 
certain Promiſes to them upon Conditions, therefore 
they were meant to their Succeſſors, whether they per- 
formed the Conditions _ But why ſhould x 
muc 
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mach as intimate the miferable Inconſequence of their 
reafoning from Scripture, which has been ſooften, and 
fo aaſoeridly ſhewn already ? For inſtance ; there is 
no place of Scripture more dear to them, than Thou 


art Peter, for bringing down Supremacy and Infallibi- 


lity to the Roman Church. Now let any Man take 
the two Sermons preached laſt St. Peter's Day, upon 


' theſe words, one by Dr. Godden in favour of theyRo- 


»an Church, the other by a Rev. Divine of our Chitch, 
and compare them together ; let a Papiſt do it, and 1 
am reaſonably aſſured, that if he be not perfeQty con- 
vinced, he will yet at leaſt be OY aſhamed, 

Beſides all this, the Fathers never underſtood theſe 
Texts in that Senfe which the preſent Church of Rome 
takes them in; of which this, without producing their 
Interpretations, is an unanſwerable proof, that they 
fet up no viſible Infallible Judg of Controverſies in the 
Charch, that they made the Scriptures the Rule of 
Faith, and knew nothing of an Authority that could 
oblige the Church to take other Points of Faith, which 
are not to be found in the Scriptures. 

We have been told that there muſt be an Infallible 
Church, and an Eccleſiaſtical Authority obliging all to 
fibmit with the Obedience of Faith, becaufe it is fo 
convenient that thus it ſhould be. TI would ask: theſe 
wiſe Men, Whether it had not been as convenient every 
whit, that the Scripture fhould have ſaid in plain terms, 
God will in every Age provide an Infallible Guide of 
Controverſies ? Had it not yet been more convenient 
to have faid, This Infallible Guide ſhall be found no- 
where but in the Communion of Sc. Peter's Chair ? 
And yet mcre, that St. Peter's Chair ſhould be fix'd at 
Rome? And more convenient ſtill, that either the 
timſelf, or a Council by him confirmed, ihould” 
that 
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that Infallible Guide ? And molt of all, that it ſhonld 
have been added too, that the whole Flock of Chrift 
je gre INN I the Definitions 
of that Guide in Controverſies, how contrary ſbeyet 
his Defigicions might feem to be vo the DoArines that 
were taught by the Apoſtles, and contain'd in their 
Writings ? If God had meant all that Authority tothe 
Roman Church which it claims,and that this Authorit 
ſhoiild be evident from the Scriptures : No Man 
think will deny, that ſome. ſach Declarations as T 
have expreſſed, had been very convenient. And it ſeerns 
to us that it had not been only convenient, but very 
neceſſary that a Point of fo vaſt a Conſequence, ſhoul 
we been as clearly exprefled, as any Truth in the 
Bible. 

But we leave it to our Adverſaries to argue in that 
manner, as if God muft have done every thing, which 
to them. it ſeems convenient that he ſhould have done. 
It ſufficeth us, :that God hath not obliged us to beheve 
that Authority upon the Teſtimony of Scripture, for 
which we cannot find the leaſt Rvidence of Scripture, 
though it is a matter of that moment, if it had beet) 
true, . that-it required the -greateft Evidence of all. 
And tlio we do not believe the Fathers to have been in> 
fallible Interpreters of the Scripture, yet we are rea- 
ſonably certain, . that this fame vilible Infallible Judg,- 
is | far from being plainly viſible in the Scriptures, 
that he is not to be there at all, becauſe the Px 
thers could find him there no more than we. 

To pretend that wedo not ſe the Truth, becauſe we 
are-blinded with Prejudice of Intereſt, 'is to give'ns:oc- 
caGon-to-day, that the ſtrength of Prejudice ard Fntes 
reft willbe preſuraed tv: lie 00 that fide where — 
ments are weakeſt, For our-0wn (parts we cannot by 

N 2 appeal 
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appeal to God for the ſincerity of our. Intentions, and 
to the World for the folidity of. our Reafonings. 

. Andasforthole Texts which are produced in favour 
of another Rule of Faith befides the Scripture, viz. a 
pe amm-%s Manger that in all-things of this kind is to 
conclude our Judgment ; we may alſo appeal to our 
Adverſaries themſelves, whether they put any great 
Confidence in them; fince 'tis ſo notorious that they are 
wont to argue from thele places of Scripture ar laſt, 
as interpreted by the Church: Which, beſides the 
ſhamefulneſs of proving a thing by it ſelf, 'is a ve 
ſhrewd Argument that themſelves do not think theſe 
places are plain for their purpoſe, inaſmuch as they 
need an infallible Authority to _ us that they are 
ſo. For I cannot perſwade my felt to the contrary, 
but that if a Propoſition be reaſonably plain, I need 
no Infallible Judg to ſatisfy me about the meaning of 


it, 

Thus IT have ſhewn the Holy Scripture to be the only 
Rule of Faith, inaſmuch as it has no partner that can 
juſtly pretend either Evidence of Tradition, or Teſtimony 
of Scripture. 

As tor that Obje&ion which our Adverfaries com- 
monly make againſt all Diſcourſes of this kind; That 
a Rule without a Judg can never end Controverſies, 
but will rather encreaſe them ; that while every Man 
judges for himſelf of the Senſe of the Scripture, infi- 
nite Errors and Diſcords will follow ; that if for the a- 
voiding of this Miſchief, there be an Authority ſet up 
in the Church to interpret the Letter of the Scripture, 
then the Interpretation of the Jndg is of ty a 
Rule, as well as the Scripture ; but if..there beno 
Authority, all things muſt run into:Confuſion and Dif 
order. I fay, all this has been ſufficiently anſwered 


OVer 
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bver and over-; and therefore- I ſhall ſay the leſs to-it 
here. Now, | 

- Altho it RE — Man's "Right, but 

alſo, to inquire into the Truth, and it be impoſſible but 
that he muſt judg for himſelf at laſt; yet this does 
by no means void the Authority of Spiritual Guides 
and Governours, to lead-the People commirred to their 
Charge -into the wap y .of ' the 'Fruth. For in- 
ſtance, as in a matter of ſo great concern as the true 
Interpretation of Scripture, I am bound to uſe my own 
Judgment as well as I can; fo for the ſame reaſon, I 
am bound-to uſe all the helps I can procure, but eſpeci- 
ally to hearken to the Governours of that Church 
whereof I am a Member ; which I may certainly do 
without being obliged*to follow them right or wrong, 
unleſs a Man mutt of -neceſfity/put out his own Eyes, 
becauſe he hopes that he has a good Guide. That all 


Confuſion muſt needs follow-the liberry of private In- . 


Iry and Judgment, is a thing that: no Declamations 
Tal over ocrfwatde me to =>, Ang when I know the 
contrary by my own Experience. TI was baptized and 
edvicated in this Church of- agen tothe Profeſſion of 
Chriſtianity ; the Church laid before me, as it does be- 
fore all, her Do&rine and Worſhip, and has given me 
means and liberty to examine all by the Scriptures, and 
by common Principles of Religion. I have done this 
as well as I can, ard am mightily confirmed in'that: 
Faith and Profeſſion, which I took up firſt upon her 
Authority. Now 1 will not preſume to fay that the 
Church is obliged ro me for taking this pains ; but L 
&e 10 ehjogss beck £5 infraſting mathe ace 
for rwo things, #or:-1 ing.me in tt 
T of Raligion; and' for allowing me- the liberty 
axid the means to fatisfy my: felf that the has done ws 
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forwhethet ſhe! had | taught me! 8 Doftrine that would 
bear Examination, it had been impoſlible. for me ta 
know, if 1 had not examined it. And Iam fofure, that 
E am-not'the lefs, but theimore faſt in the Communion 
of this Church, and in fubmiſſion to her Authoricy, far 
having ufed this liberty, "Fat a'Man may harangue 
all day: long about the Miſchiets of this Liberty, and 
when he has done,-I ſhall need todo no-more, but to 
oppoſe my own Experience to his Flouriſhes ; and it 
ſhall remain true, that a Church, which teaches the 
Truth fincerely, can do her ſelf no greater-right, than 
to afford all manner of means and opportunities to her 
Members to xxamine what ſhe teaches. This indeed, 
as well as other-good things, may be abufed ; but they 
rhat: do abuſe it, {hall have the! worſt. on't ;/ but 'the 
Church 1s clear of all blame: -and what our Lord 
faid of rey war 7 II Va Cure her 

e ju/tifies bf. her ey, ' 1 as not deny 
ere of 9-9 is very much forthe diſadvantage of 
a Church in-one cafe, 4. e. if {he teaches Errors in{tead 
of Truths, and for Doti#rines the Commandments of: Mew; 
for when this comes: once. to be fully difeavered, the 
Diſcovery makes: fach a 'Wound in her, as-cariggs he 
healed without a Reformation, but otherwiſe ſhe ſhall 
linger of ittll ſhe dies. And therefore this Liberty of 
private Judgment, and enquiring. into. the 'Truth, by 
the :Scriptares,, lays';a mighty Obligation -upog,all. 
Churches to: be honeft,' I 'mean upon their | Spiritusl 
Guides; eſpecially:ſince whether they give this Labers 
ty or not, 1t will be taken mare or ; Not all the 
_ of _ mo my. —_—_ Force cam 

:\uppoefs7t.”:.1 nt ;has! once got abroad; 
the ke Artand:Vaolotice:ts uled: to hs Gary 
i vill arcak out at length (thermore grrefiflibly;; 4nd; 
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hear down afl' before it. Truth has a natural Power 
over the wife andthe honeſt, and this is a holding Fn- 
tereft, and wilt he a good one a thouſand Years hence, 
if the World laſts fo long. But Error, altho it .may be 
popular for fome trme, and for no little time too, is yet 
really lofing ground when it ſeems to gain-it, becauſe 
*ris ſtill fpending upon a Stock that will not always laft, 
upon Artrfice and Worldly Power,upon Violence and all 
Deceiveableneſs of Unrighteouſneſs, whieh at laſt will 
make it odious to all that part of the World that has 
been impoſed upon. And when- once to the native 
and power of Faith, there is added a full view 
of all thoſe ways by which Error has laboured to 
it ; Error will be found to have undone it ſelf, 
and aft the World wilt be more- perfeQly enlightned 
by thoſe methods which have been uſed to k 
it in Darknets and Ignorance. - But that Church whic 
is built upon the Truth, 'is built upon: a Rock ; and he 
that feels himſelf upon fo firm a Foundation, will not 
lightly be removed from his own Stedfaſtneſs. But 
how tis poſſible for him to know that he is fo eſtabliſh- 
ed, without the hberty' of private. Judgment, Fwould 
| know from any Man that pretends the gontrary ; 
and how the liberty of private Judgment can be allow- 
ed, where the free uſe of the Holy Scriptures is denied, I 
would alfo know ; and defire only, that he who wonld 
make me underſtand and believe what he has to ſay up- 
on this matter, would be very ſure before-hand, that he 
underſtands and believes it himfelf 
Inthe mean time who can help it, if this liberty alfo- , 
be abuſed to the ſupporting/of Faftion and Error by 
fome or other'; who, I-Hay, can help it, but thoſe that 
are guitty, and thoſe for ends beſt known - to 
themſelves, do under-hand feed. thoſe —— and 
nS. 
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Paſſions of others which create Difturbances am 

us? But. they who for this Reaſon would have th 
Laity abſolutely to depend upon the Clergy, talk as if 
a Church were inſtituted to ſend Men to Heaven, as a 
Shepherd drives his Flocks to Paſture,without theuſe of 
any Reaſon or Underitanding of their own. Was ſo excel- 
lent a Religion as that of our Lord Jeſs revealed from 
Heaven, was it contrived by 'the Divine Wiſdom. and 
Goodneſs,into ſo heavenly a good Deſign, and eſtabliſh'd 
upon ſuch ſure Proofs and Teſtimony of Divine Reve- 
lation? Are all theſe things contained in the Scriptures? 
And has God given us Reaſon :to, apprehend them ia 
ſuch meaſure, as, that we cannot .but thereupon admire 
and adore his infinitely wiſe and good Providence ? 
And yet muſt we be.reſtrained from daring ſo much as 
to look into the proper Grounds, of, this Faith, as if ci- 
ther. it had no Reaſons, or we no Underſtanding ? If 
that be true which the Biſhop of St. Merk ſuppoſed in 
one of the Convocations at the Council of Trent, any 
Religion I think might have ſerved a Layman's turn as 


FKitory of the- WELL as Chriſtianity. The Canons, aid he, determine 


-Council ot 


that Laicks have no Authority. to command, but neceſſarily 


Tut, p. 141» to obey z 4nd that the Council ought to decree, that Seculars 


ought humbly to "obey that Dottrine of Faith which. is 
given them by the Church, without diſputing or thinking 
farther of it. It ſeems then that the Layman's whole 
Duty, is, that of abſolute Obedience to the Prieſt, and 
he has no more to do; but to receive the Doftrine of 
Faith given him by the Church without thinking further 
of it. But at this rate the Layman ought to know no 
difference between the Chriſftian.and the Mahometan 
Creed, if the Church ſhould think fit to age the 
one for the other, ', For I cannot underſtand why the 
Mahometen Creed ſhould not do a: Layman's buſineſs - 
we 
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well as the Apoſtle's Creed, if heis to receive his Faith 
from the Prieſt, without diſputing or thinking further on 
it. *Tis true, there is a great deal of difference be- 
tween the two Creeds ; the one 1s altogether true, and 
half of the other is falſe ; but 'tis not'my buſineſs, who 
am but a Layman, to inquire into the - Reaſons [that 
make the difference, far I am to know but one Reaſon 
of my Faith, viz. that "tis given me by the Church; and 
this Reaſon will undoubtedly ſerve for this Creed, or 
for that Creed, or for any Creed whatſoever. It has 
ſerved for the bringing in-as many 'more Articles into 
the Creed as were there before; and it may ſerve as 
well to turn out all the old ones, as it has ſerved to 
bring in the new. For we are humbly to obey that Do- 
frine of Faith which is given us by the Church, without 
diſputing or thinking farther of it. 

To a Church that has cauſe for this proceeding, 1 
know no Miſchief that can be more undoing, than the 
liberty of private Judgment : But to a Church that has 
no cauſe tq fear the uſe of this liberty, nothing can 
be more for her Advantage, than that all Perſons benot 
ny permitted, but perſwaded to examine the Terms 
of her Communion with all poſſible freedom and dili- 
gence according to their Abilities; and to give them 
all manner of aſſiſtance towards it, as the Clergy. of 
this Church have done, to their immortal Credit, by 
their Sermons and their Writings, - which are fo in- 
truQting, that all indifferent Perſons may obſerve they 
would not envy the Laity, it they were wiſer than 
their Teachers. 

As for that ObjeQion againſt our Church, which: is 
of late ſo much inſiſted upon by ſome, That notwith- 
ſtanding the liberty ſhe gives to-private Chriftians to 
examine her Doctrines by the Scriptures, ſhe yet pe- 

rempt orily 
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remptorily requires the Profeſſion of that Faith which 
ſhe reaches, and Conformity to her Rules of Worſhip: 
there is nothing in it to ſurpriſe any Man, but the in- 
tolerable Vanity of the- Objetions, For this is ſo-far 
from being unreaſonable, that for the ſame reaſon that 
ſhe does the-one, ſhe may and: ought to do the other; 
that is, becauſe ſhe is certain that the: Conditions of 
her Communion are juſtifiable to the whole World, 
therefore ſhe ſhould neither fear to inſiſt upon them, 
nor to provoke all Perfons-to:the Examination-of them 
by any proper Methods whatſoever. 

is Objection, however runs a little crofs- to the 
other, that the Liberty our Church gives muſt needs 
cauſe Diſorder and Confuſion. For why there muſt 
needs be Diſorder where a- Church's Faith is fixed; and 
a Form of Worſhip eſtabliſhed; and Conformity: re- 
quired, and- no juſt cauſe of Offence | I cannot 
underſtand, unleſs it be becauſe it muſt needs be, that 
ſome Men will be very. unreaſonable, and others will 
be very. wicked after the beſt care is taken to dire& 
them in their Duty, and oblige them to it. If they of 
the Roman Church can tell how to prevent this infalli- 
bly, tis a Secret which they have as yet kept to them- 
ſelves. For our own parts, we are a roget er ignorant 
of any. way. that ſhall make it impoſſible for Men that 
are endued with Free-will, to abuſe- it, whether by 
making m_ Judgment, or a wrong Choice. Our 
Church hath fixed 'Terms of Communion, which are 
truly Catholick, and leaves every one to judg for him- 
ſelf, whether they be ſo or not, affording to every one 
the liberty,of uſing all means that they can in order to 
the making a right Judgment, and therefore of uſing 
the Scriptures, whichare not only the beſt in-themſelves, 
but which alſo: come within the compaBs- of the Abili- 


ties 
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ties and Leiſure of all, more or leſs. We are to uſe the 
liberty of judging for out ſelves by theſe means, under 
this Confideration,that we aretobe accountable for it at 
the day of Judgment. If the loſing of this Chuirch's 
Communion were all the Penalty we are in danger of 
by refuſing her Terms, this were but -a {mall Obligati- 
on to con{ider well, whether there was juſt cauſe to re- 
fule them or not. But when the Penalty of making a 
wrong Judgment againſt the Church will be no leſs 
than Condemnationat the laſt day, we think reaſonable 
Men cannot lie under a er Obligation to look to 
it, that they proceed in their ſearch fer Truth with 
all care and ſincerity. This is the Proviſion that God 
hath made for the maintaining of Truth and Peace in his 
Church ; that Governours cannot abuſe their Autho- 
= in commanding, nor the People their Liberty of 
judgiag whether the Command can be obeyed with a 
good Conſcience, but at the peril-of their Souls, Not- 
withſtanding which Proviſion, there are Schi/mas in the 
Church; which we cannot much wonder at, becauſe 
God hath not thought fit to provide againſt it*'by means 
that would infallibly ſecure Peace and Truth, any 
more than to ſecure the Piety and Vertue of every 
Believer by irreſiſtible Cauſes. As for thoſe that im- 

ute the Diforders and Schiſms of the Church to the 
liberty of judging by the Scriptures, which we allow ; 
I would be' glad to know what means they are pro- 
vided with to aſcertain the Unity of Communion. 
They tell-us often, and we are even nauſeated with 
the repetition of ſo frivolous a Pretence, That God 
has et an Infallible Judg of Controverſies amongſt 
them, to whom we cy to ſubmit. But notwith- 
ſtanding this pretended Proviſion, is it not apparent 
that there are flagrant Controverſies in the Chriſtian 
O 2 World, 
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World, ind oppoſite Communions of Churches one 


againſt the other ? Do we ſee the Effetts of ſuch a. 


Proviſion'in the Church ? Or rather, is-it not evident 
that God hath not provided a means of ending Contro- 
verſies, or rather of preventing them, that would in- 
fllibly prevail, becaufe Controverſies are not preven- 
ted, nor ended, but have for many Ages been kept up 
in'the Church'to the fcandal of the World ? Burt then 
we are told they would be ended, if all Men would 
ſubmit to the Infallible Judg. Which is as much as to 
lay, that an Infallible Judg is not an Infallible Means of 
ending Controverſies, becauſe Men may chuſe whether 
they will ſubmit to him or not. So that this very Pre- 
tence ſuppoſes that God hath not left an abſolute, but 
only a conditional Proviſion againſt Schiſms ; that is to 
ſay, if all Men would do their Duty, as they ought 
and might ; which is the very caſe as I left it before. 
But if there be no Infallible Judg, it cannot be our Du- 
ty to ſubmit to one that pretends to be ſo ; no, altho if 
all Men would agree to ſubmit to him, Controverſies 
would be ended every where. For if nothing elſe 
were to be regarded but Agreement, I could propound 
other Expedients, beſides that of ſubmiſſion to an In- 
fallible Judg, which tho they be not "oy wiſe, would 
do the buſineſs as well. For inſtance ; it all Churches 
would agree tocaft lots for their Cauſes,and to reſt in the 
Winner ; that would be one Expedient, as effeQuual as 
a general Agreement to ſubmit to the Pope, or who- 
ſozver elſe muſt go to make up an Infallible Judg, 
But if we muſt not ſubmit to ſuch a pretended Judg, 
till we have a reafon to believe him to be what he pre- 
tends ; then, as Mr. Chillizgworth hath told them, here 
will be, as there is, no ſimall Controverſy, whether he 
be ſuch a Judg, or not. And if in a no 

Ontro- 
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Controverſy with me, that he is but a pretender, I 


may perhaps as ſafely refer my ſelf to the next Man I 
meet in the Streets, as to him. For *tis never for any 


good that Infallibility is pretended where it 1s not. 


Upon the whole matter, I can neither ſee that the 
free uſe of the Scriptures muſt needs cauſe Schiſmes, nor 
that the ſetting up of an Infallible Judg muſt needs 
prevent them. But-I am abundantly convinced, that 
God has left us no Infallible Judg to determine for us, 
and that he has left us the Holy Scriptures to be the 
Rule of our Faith, FT make not the leait doubt that 
God, for infinitely wiſe and good Reaſons, has given us 
theſe means of coming tothe knowledg of the Truth, 
and not the other. I plainly diſcern this to be one, that 
the Means of Inſtruftion, and the Evidence of Truth 
which God has afforded us, might be a Touch-ſtone to 
diſtinguiſh between the ſincere and the teachable, 


See Job. 8. 


between the good and honeſt Heart on the one ſide, from v7. 42. 
and the inſincere and diſhoneſt on the other. And ſure to #7. 48 


E am, that God has appointed a day of Judgment, in 
which he will proceed. according to that difference, and 
diſtinguiſh between theſe two, by rewarding the one, 
and puniſhing the other. 

It is the Hononr and the Duty of Spiritual Paſtors, and 
Guides to inſtruCct us in the true Faith, to condu&t us in 
the true Worſhip of God, to adminiſter the Sacra- 
ments to us according to the Goſpel ; -but they may a- 
buſe their Authority, and corrupt the Word of God, as: 
many have done. And tho they may be too many and 


\ a great to be controuled by Eccleſiaſtical Diſcipline ; 


yet God will require it at their hands, and bring them 
to a ſevere account for abuſing their Truſt. 


It is the Prerogative and Duty of Chriſtian Gover- 
nours to make Laws for the edifying and well-goyerning, 
of 
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of the Church ; which Power, if they ſhall abuſe, God 
will require a ſevere account of them:too, tho they are 
not accountable to Man. 

It is the Privileds and the Daty of private Chrift;- 
415 tO ſearch the Scriptares, tO take heed to the Word of 
(God, that they may be ready to five an Anſwer to every 
Man that asketh a Reaſon of their Hope. But if, any 
Man through Pride, Luſt, Envy, or any other re , 
abuſe this Liberty, to the diſhonour of God, and the 
diſturbance of the Publick Peace ; he is liable not only 
to the Cenſure of the Church, and the Penalties of Se- 
cular Laws, but likewiſe to the high Diſpleaſure of 
Almighty God ; and tho he ſhould prove ſo proſpe- 
rous a Criminal, as to eſcape Juſtice here, yet the All. 
ſeeing Eye of God will aſſuredly find him out, and pu- 
niſh Rim hereafter. 

So that the Goſpel, and the means we have to come 
to the knowledg of the true Faith, and of what God 
requires, is a Touch-ſtone for all degrees of Men in 
the Church ; inaſmuch as they are all left to do their 
ſeveral Duties, according to their ſeveral Truſts that 
God hath committed to them, with that Aſſiſtance 
which is ſufficient for honeſt Men, but neither with 
that Evidence nor that Grace which cannot poſſibly be 
reliſted. 

Finally, it is the Happineſs of private Chriſtians, that 
the Government of Church or State being no part of 
their buſineſs, they are to judg for themſelves only ; 
which ſince it is their proper work, and fince the dan- 
ger of abuſing their Libetty is ſo great, their care and 
endeavour rightly to uſe it ought to be as great. Re- 
ligion is Je: greateſt Concern, and I am to apply my 
Underſtanding to it with all Attention and Diligence. 
For my Inſtruction by the Scriptures, I am to uſe ſuch 
helps 
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helps as a Man wouldufe for the Interpretation 
of any other Book, in which he deſires to be skilful. 
But becauſe my eternal State depends upon my learning 
that Faith: of which the Holy Scriptures are the Rule; 
F am obliged to be more ullcios and careful in the 
reading of them, than all other Books in the World. 
As I'dare not: pervert thoſe places of Scripture which 
are plain, ſo I am to be afraid leſt I pervert thoſe that 
are:difficult ; and. in ſo great a Concern T am not to 
reft wholly upon ſelf, but for the Reſolution of my 
Doubts to uſe: better Judgments, eſpecially 'of the Pa- 


ſtors of the Church. In judging for my ſelf, with re- - 


ſpeC&t to what is required of me, as I am a Member of 
this Church, Lam to remember that God will judg me 
for pretending Scripture againſt the juſt and lawful 
Commands of my Superiours. I am therefore to ap- 
ply my ſelf to the ſtudy of the Scriptures, under the 


wer of this Reſolution to obey God in the firſt _ 


hes, and then to obey the Laws of Church and 
State. 

If Power and Authority be not exerciſed in purſu- 
ance of thoſe Ends for which it was ordained, but for 
the advancing of Error and Impiety ; I know that we 
muſt patiently ſubmit to the wiſe Providence of Al- 
mighty God, who many times permits this either for 
our. Chaſtiſement or our Trial, but never will utterly 
forſake us; till we forſake him. 

If I find that Truth and Piety are protetted by the 
Laws, Iam to bleſs God, and to to thank the Govern- 
ment; remembring what a great Obligation thus is upon 
me to - both God and. Man with all readineſs and 
chearfulnels. 

Bur how it is poſſible forme to. know the difference 


between theſe rwo. Caſes, without the: liberty of pri- 
vate 
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vate Judgment, I am not able to comprehend. _ 

' T think no body will ſay, that abſolute Obedience to 
the Commands of Superiours, and receiving Dottrines 
from them without diſputing or thinking farther of it, 1s 
an.univerſal Duty ; tor then it would be'a Sin in a Pa- 
gax or Mahometan SubjeQ, to think any farther, whe- 
ther the DoQrine which he has received be true or 
not. 

But why it ſhould be no Sin, but a Vertue, for Men 
that are bred up to a falſe Religion, 70 think farther of it, 
and that it ſhould be a Vertue, but not a Sin, to examine 
the true Religion, is, I believe paſt the underſtanding 
-of all wiſe and honeſt Men; eſpecially fince without 
Examination a Man can never tell which is true, and 
which is falſe. | 

That there ſhould be but one Religion in the World 
that will bear Examination, and yet that it ſhould be a 
wicked and miſchievous Preſumption to enter into.the 
Examination of it, or for any Man to exerciſe a pri- 
vate Judgment about it, and to ſearch as far as he is able 
into the bottome of it, 1s, I believe, the darkeſt Rid- 
dle in the World. 

For my own part, I have uſed the liberty of a pri- 
vate Inquirer, and am ſo well fatisfhed with the Rea- 
{ons of my Inquiry, and with the EffeQts of it, that I 
am very well content both ſhould be made.publick, if 
it be thought convenient by thoſe that have Authority 
to make them ſo. In which caſe, I ſhall have this Sa- 
tisfaction at leaſt, that theſe Papers may go for ſame 
Expreſſion of that. Gratitude which I owe. to the 
Church .of Ezglara, for the Benefits'I have received in 
her Communion. { 

[ am 1n the higheſt degree ſenſible of theſe amongſt 
many other Obligations which ſhe has laid upon me. 


That 


| . Of: the; Ryde; of Enich, 
,Thap he has no5 gone ahoyr go ner 


pretence t0..an 1 
troverſies of Faith, but ſincerely a n 
down that Truth before me, which = no 
L tence to ſup rt 1t. pf org al Hite nab NT 
| That ſhe has offorded me the means wherebytokgow.. 
that Rees ger Fe Holy, Bos as.tt s,, fs. 
. Viz, the: Irce , ule, Of, the; Holy, Scriptures, the Holy. 
Scriptures, I {ay, which are = only Rule, and ill 
at laſt prove the only means of ng thoſe Contro- 
verſies that diſturb the Peace of the Church; I fay it 
4 again, the Holy Scriptures, which are the only Autho- 
[i rity that all Churches in the World do acknowl 
| that they ought to be concluded by, even that Ch 
it ſelf which does all that eyer ſhe can to keep them 
out of our hands, _ T2 IIA REAR 
© Laſtly, That ſhe has "3p ar meto read the Works 
I of our Adverſaries; that ihe has ſet up no Inquiſition 
1 for Books, nor falſified Authors by an Index Expurgatori- 
# ; but that even Bellarmiz, Beronins, Binixes, with ma- 
ny more Writers of the greateſt Name and Authority 
in the Romex Church, can ſtand very quietly in the 
| Study, of a Copntry Gentlefnan, to be uſed by him ac- 
| cording to his own Diſcretion; as he may certainly do 
without the leaſt prejudice to himſelf, if he has the 
Ancient Fathers, and much more if he has the Holy 
1 Scriptures by him too. 


=_ 7" _ , 
—_— _ 


T have already faid with what Temper and Diſcre- 
tion this Liberty is to be uſed; and ſhall only add; Fhar 
| a ſearch for Truth ſo regulated cannot but be ſucceſs- 

ful in that degreee, that a Man fhall not miſs of need- 
ful Knowledg. For he that is Tre#h it felf hath faid, 
If any Man will ds his me be (ball know of the _— Joh. 5. 17. 
whet 
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hether it —_ the c of which Afﬀu- 
rare, I woo "not * an "my for UF thi this 
Worth tte 


If Men wil be honeſt and ſincere, the Means which 
this Church of England affords, will certainly guide 
therk indo all Proth neveary to falvation: But they 
wilt not be fo, alt rhe Churches of the World cannot 
ſave thern ; tio not a. Infallible Church, if we knew 
where it was to be had. 
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V 


Hil theſe Papers were printing off, the 
new Oxford Book came to m _ 


which (pon to 2 Hythe pagtyh 
mation by eight oo nt 


that if I tried their eight T; wer the 
that General Councils arg not inf hay: — ne 


more be able to bear that Trial, than he (whether Au- 
thor or Publiſher of this Book ). fancied our Reforma- 
tion could bear the Teſk of his Theſes. - 
ry nppote that ond 7 ney mere muſt needs be in- 
valid upon the account Iregularities, 
cipl where; and that indeed to whuch all rigor 
y be reduced, is, that it wanted the Canſent of the 
chi macer;renel tieC Y. I have ſome reaſon to 
be pretty confident that he has miſrepreſented our Re- 
formation in that, and -jn divers other Particulars. 
However, leaving it to others, that may think it worth 
their while to examine” his Relation of the Matters 
of FaQ,. I ſhall make bold to. attaque his _ 
_— fo unavoidably fall under: : the 
preceding Diſcourſes, that -I ought mat" to. _ 
ke the occaſion of doing this little Service, if 
arc not- miſtaken who- tell me that ſome Service | 
xwuHl be, 
I obſerve, that let the majbr part of- the then Na- 
tional -Clergy ſhould be found on the fide of the Refor. 


* mation, he 1s provided of a good retreat as he' thinks, 
| P 2 that 
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nation, and to over-rule all Obj 
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that tho it were ſo, yet the Reformation by the Na- 
rionaF Clergy is not valid, as being made againſt 
the greater part of the Weſtern Patriarchate, or of ſome 
General Council, as for inſtance, that of Trent. And 
therefore *tis plain to me, that the Infallibility of Ge- 
neral Councils, -is'that which he relies upon in all his 
Endeavours to invalidate the Reformation. Nor will 
he deny, I believe, that *tis under the ProteQtion-of this 
Principle, that he gives the Determinations and De- 
crees'of the: lawful National Clergy in Matters Sþiri- 
tual, ſuch an Authority as ought to prevent all Exami- 
ion againſt their 

Concluſions. For according to him nothing is requi- 
ſite to make their AQts biriding, but that they aCt in 
ſubordination to- Superiouwr Synods,' which alone have 
Power to judg whether the Inferiour are tobe obeyed 
or not, but \in'the mean'time 'the Laity-are to follow 
their Leaders. And therefore, if I have a right to ex- 
amine the Doctrines of General Councils themſelves, 
it will go very hard, but I may lawfully inquire whe- 
ther the DoQrines which are laid before me as Divine 
Truths, by a National Synod, be :indeed' what I am 
told they are; that F may thank God: and tmy Spiritual 
Guides, if I findthem to be ſo ; but that if 1 find them 
otherwiſe, I may alſo thank God for leading me into 
the Truth, and be able to give a Reaſon to my Guides, 
why I dare not-follow them where I make bold-to leave 
them.. By Conſequence, if the foregoing Diſcourſes 
ſtand, this Book from the Oxford Preſs mull neceſſarily 
fall, which has nothing to ſupport it, but the preſumed 
uncontroulable Authority of General Councils, where- 
by all are to be concludEd without any more todo. - So 
that nething elſe might be needful to anſwer him, 
but to ſhew that he does indeed build upon this. Pre- 
ſumption. 
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ſumption.” But becauſeT have undertaken to ſee what 


there: is of Truth and — in his Theſes, T will 
briefly and fairly deliver the ſubſtance of them, with 


RefleAtions upon every one as they come one after 
another. 


Whereas he begins with this Propoſition. That the 1 


lawful Clergy are Chriſt”s Subſtitutes to determine Contro- 


verſies in Religion, and to decide what is God's Word and - 


Divine Truth &c. and thatthey have Power to promulgate, 
zeach, and preach [uch their Deciſions, &c. and to execute 


Eccleſiaſtical Cenſures upon all ſuch as diſobey their Autho- 
rityz Tanſwer : This Propofitionas it is thus generally 


-and crudely laid down by hh, may be true, or ir may 


be falſe, according to the Senſe in which it may be un- 
derftood ; as any body map ſee by another Propoſition, 
which I ſhall-nor fear to advance againſt his, viz. That 
the Clergy, as Chriſt's Subſtitutes, have Power to determine 
Controverſies in Religion, and to teach for Dottrines, not 
what they pleaſe, but that only which was at firſt taught by 
the Apoſtles and Diſciples-of our Lord Jeſus ; and that up- 
on this condition their Eccleſiaſtical Cenſures ( which, as he 
well ſays, have reference to things not of this, but” of 
the next World ) do affett thoſe that diſobey their Autho- 
rity. Now'l fay, that if the firſt Theſis, which bears 


.the weight of all the reft, be nor limited by this Con- 


dition which I have expreſſed, *tis falſe : If it be fo li- 
mited, it will not make | our Reformation invalid for 
want of the Authority of the greater part of the Cler- 
gy, .f that had been wanting : For neither has the 
greater part of the Clergy, nor the whole Body: of the 


Clergy, any Authority Chriſt to teach any other 


Dodtrme than what the Apoſtles taught. And by con- 


ſequence, our 'Obligation to receive and ſubmit to the 
Doctrine 
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DofQtrine of the C under' pain of incurring the 
EffeR of their Can is upon condition that they 
teach no otherwiſe. ich condition is ſo evidently to 
be ſuppoſed, that theſe Men with whom we have to 
do, muſt ſuppoſe it, tho they pretend the Infallibility 
of Church-Authority in matters of Faith, ever ſince 
the Apoſtles days; becauſe this. is to pretend that it 
ſhall infallibly keep to the Apoſtles ine in judging 
of Controverſies, and in declaring its Judgment. But 
becauſe the preſent Clergy has not thoſe Divine Tetti- 
monies by which the Apoſtles proved not only their 
Communion, but their faithful diſcharge of it, we are 
in our Teveral Stations and Capacities tree to examine 
whether they teach what the Apoſtles taught, or agree- 
ably thereunto, and that by the Rule of the Holy 
Scriptures. We acknowledg that the Power to execute 
Eccleſiaſtical Cenſures, does belong only to the Clergy, 
but not upon the ſame hazard to thoſe who diſobey 
them, without which the Apoſtles could not be difobey- 
ed; becauſe the Clergy may abuſe their Power. But 
we ſay withall, that no Man can reje& their Deciſions, 
and {light their Cenſures, but *tis at the peril of his 
Soul, that the Cauſe be juſt and plain why he does fo, 
where, when Men have talked themſelves weary of an 
abſolute Power in the Clergy to bind Princes and Peo- 
ple, they will be conſtrained toleave the Matter at laſt. 
And if 1t be left ,here, had T lived in the days of the 
Reformation, and underſtood what LThave now attained 
to, I would, I am fure I ought to have reformed 


ſelf, tho neither Church nor State had ſet me the Ex. 
ample. 


. 
. 


- As for what this Author produces under this Theks 
out of our Proteſtant Writers, concerning the Authori- 
ty and Power of the: Church, it amouats to this, That 


the 
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the Church is furniſhed by Chrif with Means and 
Power to fubfiſt not ohly 'without, bur againſt the Will 
of the State, when it pleaſed God to exerciſe her with 
Sufferings. And this NpArine will not, I think, hurt 
the Reformation made by the Church of Explend, 
which is furniſhed with fach Means, and with Power 
to uſe them for that purpoſe. | 


Whereas he tells us, That the Clergy cannot alienate or 2 Theſis. 
make over and give away to the Seeular Governour, NC. uny 
Authority or Office which they have received from Chrift, 
with a Command to execute the ſame to the World's end, &c. 
I muff, in the firſt place, interpoſe by telling him, thar 

becauſe this Thefis hangs to the former, he muſt have a 
- care of meaning, in alienation of Power to teach 
what they pleaſe, and to infli&t Cenſures as they pleaſe, 
for this is a Power which they never had ; and there- 
fore if they would never fo tain, they can give it to 
no body elſe. I acknowledg _ cannot, without Im 
piety, give over the diſchar that Truft which is 
committed to them by God, but neither can they de- 
prive Prince or People .of the Right they have ro ex- 
amine what they are taught. I acknowledg alſo, that 
they-cannot alienate any Power neceſſary to the Pre- 
ſervation of the Church ; ſothat no AR of Church or 
State can be binding, which ſhall make it impoſſible 
or unlawful for the Clergy to maintain the true Wor- 
ſhip ef God, and the Profeffion of the true Faith, un- 
leſs the State concurs with them and prote&ts them in 
it. | Taffirm as reſolutely as he can do, That the Cletgy 
are to appoint Eccleſiaſtical Aſembhes, as need requires, 
under a Srare that opprefſeth true Chriſtianity, But 
how far the Clergy may depart froms the Exerciſe of 
theit Right, and yerld- to the Stare when! it proredts the 


ſame, 
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fame, how far, I ſay, and no farther, they may be con- 
teat to: be tied up. by, Laws, for the Preleryationof a; 
good Eftabliſhment, and; in, conſideration of the Pro- 
teftion they receive from the State, I am not he thar- 
{hall preſume to ſay; nor will he neither if he be a 
wiſe Man, unleſs he has a mind to bring on him- 
ſelf a neceſſity either of anſwering all Objettions that 
may be made againſt the Prudence of determining fo, or 
ſo, in a very nice matter, or of confefſing his own 
Ralhneſs in meddling with a Point, that he might as 
well have let alone. It may ſuffice both him and me 
to ſay, that the Clergy cannot part with that Power 
which is neceſſary for the Subſiſtence of the Church 
under a State, that inſtead of ſupporting it, labours 
to. overthrow it. But they oughwto execute it with 
Thankfulneſs to God, where the Laws prote& them in 
ſo doing ; and with Patience and Submiſſion to God's 
Proyidence, where they do not. Now whereas he 
would infinuate that our Clergy are bound for eyer- 
by an A& of the Reformation, to the State, not to 
teach, or reform Errors, or Abules, without the con- 
fent thereof firſt obtained. This is a moſt unjuſt Re- 
preſentation of the Caſe, ſince it implies that Abuſes 
may be brought in, and Herefies ariſe, and the Clergy- 
mult be ſilent till the Secular Governour gives them 
leave to declare againſt them. But the matter is far 
otherwiſe: For we have a ſound Profeſſion of Faith, 
and a Form of Worſhip agreeable to God's Word, and 
Rules of Diſcipline and Government. very ſerviceable 
to the common Ends of Chriſtianity, eltabliſhed by the 
AQt of the Clergy and the Civil Power; to which, if 
we can but keep, Hereſies and Abules in God's Service 
will be kept out. So that the Clergy are at-full li- 
berty to declare againſt Hereſies and Abuſs, Hough 
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ad 

by Confeat: of Church , and ' State, the | Eccleſiaſtical 
Power is by Law tied up-from Afſeniblies and Conſit. - 
tations for the making of Alterations by way of Ad- 
dition to, or Subtraftion from what is eſtabliſhed 
the At of both, without the. leave of the Secular 
Power, Now they art Men in Authority, and not a 
private Perſon, who is to judg whether the Reftraints 
were prudently made or not, and Time will ſhew 
whether they have judged right or nt. In the mean 
rime it is fafficient for our purpoſe to fay,. that the 
Church cannot part with the Power-of holding Reli- 

ous Aﬀemblies, of ordaining Paſtors; of admint- 
f ring Sacraments, and exaQting the Profeffion of the 
true Faith, and oppoſing Herelies ; and whatever Re- 
ſtraint. from the Secular Authority, upon the: Exerciſe 
of - this Power in any of the Inſtances thereof, proves 
inconſiſtent at any time with the'maintenance of God's 
Service according to the Goſpel, it obliges the C 
no farther, than to bear the Croſs of Chrif, and 
do what is neceſſary for the Subſiſtence of the Charchz 
tho! (as they commonly have been the firſt that fmart 
for it'). they bring upon themſelves the Penalties of 
the Secular Laws. The Clergy of this Kingdom Rave 
not given away their 'Riglit fo. do any Spirituab AA 
neceſlary for the maintaining. of the Church; tho it 
Confidence of. the good meaning; of the State, they 
have abridged themfelyes: of the Exerciſe of ſons 
part of their Power, under Penalties whiclv they ars 
obliged'to ſuffer, if ever the Cauſe of God' requires'ir. ' 


 'To:his-third Propoſition. That the Setulut Primis 3 Theſis. 
eanuot Hepoſe or cjebt from the Exerciſe of thetr 'Offiee 


' in. his Dowinions apy: of the Clergy,. either at p 
or for any Cauſe which concerns Things Spirituwl,” mv #4- 
Q, troduce 


very looſely and crudely : For the 
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'rroduce others into the Places of the ejetted, without the 


Conſent of the major part of the Clerg J I fay that he talks 
rince cannot” eject 

any of the Clergy for doing their Office as they ought 
to do it, though he had the Conſent of the greater part 
of the Clergy thereunto ; for he ought not to do an 
unjuſt thing either without their Conſent or with it. 
And Iqueſtion not but if the Secular Powers do prohi- 
bit (as he ſays) totally, all the Clergy from officiating 
in Divine Matters, or eje&t them for doing what 1s 
neceſſary to the maintenance of God's true Service, the 
Ad is void in it ſelf to all effets but that of making 
them liable to the Secular Laws. But ſuppoſe the Ma- 
jority of the Clergy in a National Church ſhould turn 
Arians, muſt not they be ejected becauſe they will not 
ive their own Conſent unto it? Nay, ſays our At- 
hor, but Superiour Synods are to ejeft them. But . 
what if Arianiſm.prevails in the Majority both of the 
Eaſt and Weſt ? Time was, that it did ſo. Is it more 
deſirable that the Secular Powers ſhould provide for 
the maintenance of "Truth with a few, or help to ſup- 
port Error with the many ? And muſt the Authority 
of Swperiour Synods be accounted more ſacred than the 
Divinity of our Lord Jeſus ? Men-are too apt | to ad- 
vance or depreſs the Powers of the World in Matters 
of Rehgion as their Intereſt leads them. *T have ak 
ready ſaid that they are concerned as they will anfwer 
it to God one day, not to oppreſs, but to prote& the 
Clergy in the doing of their Duty. - But whenever 
they turn their Authority againſt the Truth of Chriſti- 
anity,. the Clergy are to appear for it as'they ' will 'an- 
{wer it to God 1n another World, whatever they loſe 
by tt in this. "This Gentleman will by alt means have 
the Secular Powers be the Inſtrument of ſerving Supe- 
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riour Synods, and then they .may eje&t with very good 
Authority. But I think Truth is ſuperiour to Synods, 
and.if Princes always ſerve Truth, Truth will juſtify 
them when Synods cannot. I can tell one Caſe where- 
in, if the Powers of the World had interpoſed againſt 


the Majority of the Clergy, the Church. of Rome. 
would have had reaſon to bleſs their Memories for it 


to this day.” Had the Emperour S7igi/-ozd, and the 0- 


ther Princes intereſted themſelves in the General Coun- 


cils of Conſtance and Baſil 1o far, as to eject the Biſhops 


that ſtood up ſo ſtoutly for the freedom of Councils ;. 
then Martin the 5th, and Eugenius the 4th, 8&c. had 


never in all probability confirmed thoſe aforementioned 


Decrees in the Matter of the Supream Church-Autho- 
rity ; nor had Leo the 10th with his Lateran Council 


needed to overthrow them by contradiQtory Decrees, 
to the everlaſting Confuſion of all pretences to Infalli- 
bility in the Roman Church, he 


He ſays, That 4 Provincial or National Synod may not 4 Theſis. 


lawfully make any Definitions in Matters of Faith, or 
in reforming ſome Error or Hereſie, or other Abuſe in 
God's Service contrary to the Decrees of former Superiour 
Synods, &c. than which'T know not what can be 

ſe. And TI anſwer; That a National Synod may law- 
fully define Matters of Faith, and reform Errors and 


Hereſies, or other Abuſes in God's Service; and this con». 
trary to' the Decrees of former Superiour Synods ; and 


not only may, but ought to do ſo, ſince no Synod upon 
Earth hath Authority to eſtabliſh Hereſies and other A- 
buſes, or to excuſe Inferiour Synods if they do. not 're- 
form them. 
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That a Synod, wanting part of the National Clergy 
unjuſtly depoſed or reſtrained, and Fr tis artly of 
Perſons unjuſtly introduced, my 4 thoſe who have been 
firſt threatned with Fines, &c. it they conform not to the 
Princes Injunttions in Matters mcerly Spiritual, is not 4 
lawful National Synod, nor the Aits thereof free and wa- 
lid. To this I anſwer: Relervingall juſt Exceptions 
againſt the Application of this Theſis to the Caſe of the 
Exgliſh Reformation ; that thoa Syzod, partly wanting 
ſome of the Clergy that by Ecclefiaſtical Cuſtom are to 
ſit there, and conſiſting partly of others that are un- 
der Secular Reſtraints of Threatnizgs, &c. cannot be 
faid to be wholly free, yet if it determines againſt He- 
refies and other — , the Determinations of that Synad 
are right, and ought ts be received; and the Atts there- 
of are to be accounted more walid than the AQs of 
the freeſt Synod in the World, that fhould eſtabliſh 
Innovations in the Faith, or Corruptions in the Wor- 


ſhip of God. 


The Subſtance of the next Propofirion is this ; That 
the Judgment or Att of the ſoraller part of the Clergy is 
not to be, accounted the Att of the: whole, which is un- 
doubredly.true,;, and "tis as true that the /eſer part ma 
Judr as the greater ought to have done; in. which caſe 
the Szntence of' the leſſer ought ta be accounted of. 
more Autharity than that of the greater. part, judging. 
contrary to, Truth. | 


''To the ſeventh; That. no Seexlar Perſon may define: 


any thing comtrary to a National Synod, or Superiour 
Council. T anſwer, That if the Seculars be ſometimes 
in ths right againſt the Clergy, which yet they ſhould 
not conclude but upon very plain Evidence, the Se- 


culars 
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eulars are in that Caſe to be commended, and the Clergy 
have the more reaſon to be aſhamed, by how much more 
it was their Duty not to be in the wrong. | 


As to the eighth ; That in things of mere Eccleſraſti- $ Theſis, - 

cal Conſtitution, neither Secular Power nor National Sy- 
nods may make any new Canons contrary to the Eccleſiaſtical 
Conſtitutions of former Superiour Synods ; Ilay the con- 
trary is true, and that they may, if they find ſuch Con- 
fſtitutions prejudicial to the State or Church which they 
ave to take care of. And they have moſt reafon to know 
whether they be or not. 


And now who can wonder that the Propoſitions. he 
has laid down for the trial of our Reformation, are ſo- 
deceitful, when they all hang upon! the Suppoſition of 
ſuch an Authority in the major part of the Clergy, 
as is to bear down all ObjeQAion, and againſt which no 
Reaſon is, to be heard :, And.conſequently upon the 
preſumption of their Tnfallibility in Matters of Faith ; 
excepting only that under the laſt Theſs which con- 
cerns things of ' weer Eccleſiaſtical Conſtitution, he ſeems 
to. permit, National Synods, and, Secular, Powers, to 
ſhew. Reaſon for, their Diſſent from Superigur Synods. 
Then which we deſire no greater Favour. ſo far ; Only 
*tis ſtrange that, no. Reaſon muſt: be heard. againſt the 
Determination of the major. part of the' Clergy in 
Matters of Faith ;, but that- without more ado the Se-, > 
cular Powers are bound to, make, good the At 'gf the 
Church' by Temporal Penalties ; and the Subje& for 
not feeling the Obligation.of ſubmitting. to the Infalk- 
ble. Authority of the Church, by which he means the 
majar. part of the, Grey is drawn, 10 if theſe Men, 
cat, prevail; toanfiver for it with his Life: ara 
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this is the plain truth of the Caſe, appears by ſeveral 
Paſſages of his Book ; and in particular by this under the 
firſt Theſis. But if he (the Chriſtian Prince) meaneth here 
only, where himſelf” firſt judgeth ſuch their (the Clergy's) 
Decrees Orthodox and right, this Power is in effett claimed 
to bind all Perſons in all Spiritual Matters only to his own 
Decrees, whilſt he pretends an Obligation both of himſelf 
and of his Subjeits ts the Churches. Now I may ſup- 
poſe that a private Perſon cannot pretend to more Li- 
berty than the Prince. And theretore, tho the Decrees 
of the Clergy ſeem to me never {o Heterodox and wrong, 
I am ſtill bound to believe them ; and conſequently, it 
were the fooliſheſt thing in the World for me to ex- 
amine them by Scripture, or by other good Tradition, 
or by the Principles of common Senſe and Reaſon. 
For why ? If after ſuch Examination I ſhould find 
them Heterodox, I am in a worſe caſe than I was in 
before, for I amv to believe them ſtill, and that now 
under the diſadvantage of a monſtrous Difficulty ; that 
is to ſay, of believing that to be true upon the Autho- 
rity of the Clergy, which I may have all the Reaſon 
in the World beſides to believe is falſe. But if upon 
Examination of thoſe Decrees by the ways above- 
mentioned, I find them to be Orthodox, this is ſtill 
worſe and worſe; for now I do not ſo much believe 
them becauſe they are the Decrees of the Clergy, as be- 
cauſe I firſt judg ſuch their Decrees to be Orthodox, which 
ſince this Gentleman will not allow to be a ſufficient - 
Ground. for the Secular Prince to bind his Subje&s to 
theſe Decrees, I think it ) wa follows, that neither 
muſt he allow it to be a ſufficient Ground for me a Sub- 


je& to receive them. And thus farewel to all manner 
of Examination what we believe; And once more let 
us bid welcome to the Rule of the Biſhop of St. Mark. 
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The Canons determine that Laicks have no Authority to Supra p. go. 
command, but Neceſſity to obey; and that the Council 
ought to decree that Seculars ought humbly to obey that 
Dottrine of Faith which is given them by the Church 
without diſputing or thinking farther of it. Theſe 
Men have brought Religion to a fine pals, and it muſt 
be all one to us what we receive; for we have no 0- 
ther Duty, but to know from whom we receive it. 
And yet we mult not be too ſaucy in enquiring into 
that neither, leſt we ſhould find them not only the 
worſer, but the leſſer part too of the Clergy of Chri- 
ftendom. In the mean time Iam aſhamed to find ſuch 
Principles as theſe advanced in behalf of the Clergy ; 
and inſtead of making Excuſes for expoſing them, 
ſhall only ſay, That thoſe of our Communion ought 
not to be ſo fooliſhly offended at them, as to deny he 
Reſpe&t and Honour to the Clergy of this Church, 
which is due both to their Order, and their Merit. For 
the more ſcandalous it is in the Romen Clergy to affe& 
an abſolute Empire over the Reaſon of Mankind ; the 
more are we to praiſe the Clergy of the Church of 
Exgland for redeeming the Repuration of their Order, 
and the Honour of Chmſtianity, by ſtanding up for 
the common Intereſt and Liberty of Chriſtendom, for 
the true Rule of Faith, and the Right that all Chriſtians 


have to ule it. 


THE END. 


